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Regathering for Worship OUTSIDE on Sept. 27!
RSVP If You're Coming!

March 8 was the last time we did what we’d always done without even thinking
about it. Twenty-seven weeks have passed since then. So much of how we live and
work and play has stopped. Depending on what our life circumstances are, we have
had to reimagine a few things or we’ve had to reimagine everything. Work,
schooling, how to show our love to people in hospitals and assisted-living or
nursing facilities; canceled travel plans and canceled events we’ve counted on for
entertainment, community, volunteering, and other kinds of meaningful
involvement.

And worshiping by looking at a screen.

A number of people have worked so hard to keep worship alive during this
time. We can never thank our worship leaders, and especially our virtual worship
producers Michele Disbro, Kristi Hildebrand and Tom Mimlitch, enough for
creating these services and bringing them to us.

Speaking for myself, I never expected it to last this long.

So I am more than thrilled to make sure you heard the news this week’s all-
church mailing announced: We will gather in-person for an outside worship service
on the church lawn on Sunday, September 27 at 10 am! Twenty-eight weeks after
we last met in-person, those of us who feel safe to do so will actually be in the
same place at the same time again. What a gift.

If you didn’t receive the letter describing all the details about what to expect
and what we’re requiring of you to attend that service, please contact the church
office so we can get that to you.

I won’t repeat everything in that letter. On behalf of the Safe Regathering
Team, | want to stress how important it is for you to read that letter carefully so
nothing surprises you about what we need from you and about some of the changes
we’ve had to make in this service for all of us to be safe.

One essential piece of information that wasn’t in the document you
received: If you plan to come to the service, please RSVP to the church office with
your name and the number of people in your party. We estimate that we can have
about 50 people on the lawn together safely. We don’t want you to show up and not
have room for you! So let us know of your plans to come.

Above all we want you to be safe, and to make the decision about coming
that is right for you. We will continue to record the service so you will have that
available if you don’t come in-person.

We are a resilient, faithful community of Jesus’ followers. Thank you for
continuing to support each other and the ministries that express our commitment to
fostering understanding and healing in community.

Dowe Shull
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The Redeemer Community
Daily Word Update

For the past two years, Dora Pinder and Connie Criswell, as part of Redeemer’s Member Care Team,
have distributed a Daily Word by email (Connie Criswell) and text message (Dora Pinder). This is done
on a daily basis. It has been an uplifting and rewarding experience for all involved.

It has come to our attention that we may be missing a distinct group who are only accessible by
telephone. We would love to expand the “Ministry” by calling members and friends and sharing a short
Bible verse or short prayer. The intent is to share and uplift; not to force or engage in lengthy
conversations.

We are trying to get an idea of interest in this additional ministry. Please give Dora a call or text
at 614-563-8155 if you would like to share in this ministry by calling and/or receiving the Daily Bible
Verse by telephone.

We look forward to sharing God’s word and are excited by enhanced worship in these uncertain
times.

RLC’s Anti-Racism Group to Zoom with Reps from BREAD
The on-going national attention to issues of racism and healing is leading Redeemer’s anti-racism group
to have conversations with people in the area who have committed themselves to trying to take concrete
steps toward changing systems and attitudes to transform the system of racism step by step. On
Wednesday, September 23, the anti-racism group will host Rob Sievert Wagner and Quay Barnes on
Zoom.

Wagner works for BREAD -- Building Responsibility, Equality, and Dignity. This is a national
organization that brings people of different faith communities together to work on justice issues.
Recently, BREAD congregations have succeeded in getting Franklin County to increase funding for
affordable housing, in expanding services for those living with mental illness, working with the
Columbus School Board to train staff in disciplinary techniques that reduce the use of suspensions so
young people can stay in school, and securing the creation of more jobs in traditionally underserved and
under-resourced communities. Wagner will talk about what BREAD is doing now. Barnes, a member of
Christ United Methodist Church and a community leader, will talk about what her congregation has done
with BREAD and some ways people in local congregations can feel like they're putting their faith into
action for justice.

We'd love your voice and passion and creativity! To join the discussion on Wednesday,
September 23 at 7 p.m., go to the Zoom app and then enter the following information: Meeting ID: 852
0183 5611; Passcode: 640224. To participate by phone, call 646-876-9923. If you don’t have the Zoom
app, you can join the meeting by copying and entering the following web address in your browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85201835611?pwd=alN1MjJQSWFMKQOUObHQOWXVPNKFUQTO09

Sister Act Sets ‘Mini Retreat’ for Oct. 3

Sister Act has scheduled a “mini retreat” for Saturday, October 3 at the home of Sue Yehling. It will
begin at 11 a.m. Those attending asked to wear a mask and to bring a lunch or snack, something to drink
and a chair. Food and drinks will not be shared.

The day’s events include three stations for gathering and greeting, a luncheon presentation on
“What is your Prakriti?” The group will then divide into small groups based on that.

The ends at 2 p.m.

Email Carol Heacock with questions at heacock.carol@gmail.com .
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Council Reports on Finance Changes

Larry Trover has dedicated many, many hours these past years to the church's finances, and has been
serving as Redeemer's treasurer in recent years. He had let leadership know late last year that he wanted a
break. Brad Phillips had also asked that this be his last year as financial secretary. As you may remember
we were never able to recruit someone to act as finance officer this year. Early in the year (pre-
pandemic!) council had approved a motion to contract with Donald Wells, CPA, to analyze our systems
for payroll, cash disbursements and cash receipts and make recommendations for financial policies. This
sort of analysis was also recommended in last year's audit.

Then Larry got COVID-19, and suddenly the only person who knew the system for writing
checks was (and is) unable to do that job. Council has been kept up to date on Donald Wells” work (which
was completed), and the possibility that we would recommend in next year's budget that we transition to
his firm doing part or most of our bookkeeping with appropriate sign off by officers on payments through
online banking. Given Larry's health and a long road to recovery, and his wish to stop at the end of the
year, council voted to begin the transition now.

The cost for Donald Wells services is very reasonable and it is more and more difficult to recruit
three people for these financial positions. We recognize that it will take time to work with this transition,
and we regret that we were not able to meet together to discuss this topic with the congregation. But the
pandemic forced our hand and we were lucky that the analysis was complete and a transition was on
council's radar.

Our heartfelt thanks to Larry, who spent considerable time with Donald Wells during the analysis,
and to Brad Phillips for his input as well. During the transition which will likely become active after
October 1, Julie Johnson, vice president, will fill Larry's responsibilities and therefore will not sign
contracts or checks during the transition.

2020 CROP Walk Goes Virtual

This year’s CROP Walk for alleviating hunger will be on Sunday, October 11. The walk will be a virtual
one because of coronavirus restrictions. Redeemer walkers will do their walks around their own
neighborhoods instead of in a group at Scioto Audubon Metro Park as in previous years.

We hope to have donations made online, if possible, but if you prefer to write a check, please
make it out to CWS/CROP and mail it to Connie Criswell, Kathy Zwanziger or Wendy Stoica. You
may donate online on the RLC Team page: https://tinyurl.com/y4gcnopx.

The need this year is greater than ever with so many people out of work. This is a way we can all

help.

Coffee/Conversations Group to Meet in Person
The Coffee and Conversations group is meeting in-person on the lawn this Wednesday, September 16
from 11 a.m. -12:30 p.m. Folks should wear masks and bring their own chair.

RLC Seeks Donations of Disinfecting Wipes
One supply Redeemer will need as church council begins to contemplate re-opening the building are
disinfecting wipes to make available throughout the building. However, these wipes are difficult to find
and, while the congregation will continue to try to order through its regular sources, they have been
consistently out of stock. So, if congregation members happen to see some in stores, they are asked to
pick up as many as permitted and share any they don’t need for personal use with the church.

RLC Weekly Produce Giveaway Underway
Redeemer’s weekly Saturday morning produce giveaways from our own garden will again be held on
Saturday, September 19 and will continue on a week-to-week basis depending on the harvest. The
giveaway runs from 10 a.m. until items are gone. Picking is at 9 a.m. If you can help, please call
Jon Disbro. If you have food items to include in the giveaway, please drop them off at the church.
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Adult Sunday Education Class Continues on September 20
The Sunday Adult Education group continues to explore "What Does the Bible Have to Say about
?" We'll look at the variety of ways the Bible might address whatever questions and
topics people in the class want to examine. You can bet the Bible won't just have one opinion on
anything. The first topic we'll explore this Sunday grows out of this election season: What does the Bible
say about how we might emotionally live through this very intense and divided campaign and about what
our responsibilities are to try to support each other?

We'd love to have your voice and your questions! So join us Sunday, September 20 from 10 to
11 a.m.

Join the Zoom Meeting ID: 837 8326 6885; Passcode: 043099. By phone, call 646-876-9923. If
you don't have the Zoom app, you can join the meeting by copying and entering the following web
address in your browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83783266885?pwd=S3hgd1dQR3IUbjdvYUInWGk3Mnl0dz09 .

You would bless us by your participation in this!

Tuesday Bible Study Now Looking at Book of Genesis
The Tuesday Bible Study will begin studying the book of Genesis on Tuesday, September 15. If you
have Tuesday afternoons free, join us. We are a group of people who are both serious about listening for
the Spirit's voice in the text and in each other and serious about supporting each other through whatever
we're going through -- and who laugh deeply and often. Give us a try! Get in touch with Dave Shull if
you have any questions.

To join the group this Tuesday, September 15 from 1-2:30 p.m., go to the Zoom app and then
enter the following information: Meeting ID: 878 5205 8995; Passcode: 051256. To participate by phone,
call 646-876-9923. If you don’t have the Zoom app, you can join the meeting by copying and entering the
following web address in your browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87852058995?pwd=YjIWdmozZTJIMY mFuQW5haHpXOWx27z09 .

Sunday Worship Available on YouTube
The September 13 Sunday worship service is available at https://tinyurl.com/rémk2xh. For the Sunday
Worship Bulletin, go to the Redeemer website at www.RedeemerLuth.com >News, Sermons, Devotions.
We are holding one another in prayer and in spirit as we work through this time. Go in peace,
serve the Lord, wash your hands!

Important Emails
DShull@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating directly with Pastor Dave.
Info@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the office, Reflections newsletter, Office
Manager Becky Trover, healing prayer requests or for general information.
MemberCare@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the Member Care team about needs for
personal ministry such as in-home communion, a home visit, meals, etc.
FinSec@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with Financial Secretary Brad Phillips, and for
stewardship campaigns.
Itgroup@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with Redeemer’s IT Team for items related to the
website.
Property@RedeemerLuth.com — use to report items that need repair in the church building.
SundaySchool@RedeemerLuth.com — use to offer suggestions for our Sunday School ministry.
Transportation@redeemerluth.com — use to request temporary transportation assistance.
Communications@redeemerluth.com — use to send church related announcements or pictures for sharing
on Redeemer’s social media sites. Another way is to tag Redeemer in the posts.
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Publishing Deadlines for Reflections, Sunday Bulletins

For Reflections

e PLEASE SUBMIT PRIOR TO 5 P.M. ON SUNDAYS.

e Send to info@RedeemerLuth.com and put Reflections in subject line.

e Or leave a note in the Reflections mailbox at the top of the stairs outside the church office.
For Sunday Bulletins
The deadline for information to be published in Sunday bulletins is the Wednesday morning before.
That information can be sent to the above email: just put “Bulletin” in the subject line.

Prayers and Personals

Per an update from Becky Trover, Larry is again home from the hospital. “He’s doing much better, but
still somewhat unsteady. We appreciate your prayers for continued improvement.”

Prayers are asked for the Bradley Family as Fay Bradley, brother of Redeemer member
Earl Bradley is now in hospice care. Prayers are also asked for Terry and Laura Warren on the sudden
death of Laura’s younger brother, Bill Hudson in Houston.

Prayers are also asked for Don and Linda Williams as Don’s dementia is worsening and Linda
realizes she cannot care for him at home on her own.

Prayers continue to be asked for Cathy Schmidt, sister of former Redeemer member Donna
Schmidt, who has been diagnosed with cancer,

Member Directory Update: Michelle and Rob Skoog and their children Isabella, Sophia and Andy
have a new address: 970 College Ave., Columbus 43209.

Christ in Our Home Devotional Booklets
The October — December edition of Christ in Our Home devotional is available. If you would like to
have a copy, the church office will be happy to mail one to you. Call 614-237-1263 or email
info@RedeemerlLuth.com
If you prefer, you may receive Christ in Our Home devotionals via email by going to
https://go.augsburgfortress.org/christ-in-our-home-email-subscription

September Birthdays
14-Elyce Herring
15-Kris Kauffman 15-Nancy Stinson
16-Grace Binau 16-Michele Disbro
16-Oliver Glover-Oakleaf 20-Paula Andree
21-Jenny Peresta 22-Adam Darst
24-Sheryl Owens 27-Becky Fisher
28-Faith Wick 29-Jennifer Young
++ +
Jeremy Davis, a Redeemer member who is at the Ross Correctional Institute, is unable to receive visitors
due to COVID-19 prevention efforts. In addition, Redeemer is not able to send him the group letter
written each week after worship. Please send him a note sharing a greeting, thought, or prayer. It must be
on a blank white 8.5x11” piece of paper; the note must be written in black or blue ink only. There can be
NO enclosures of any kind. His address is Jeremy Christian Davis #758199, 16149 Ohio-104, Chillicothe
OH 45601.

COVID-19 Information
To get the most up-to-date information regarding the pandemic and Ohio’s COVID-19 activities, go to the
Ohio Department of Health website at https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/ or call
1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634.
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In addition, the Southern Ohio Synod has put together a number of Ohio Department of Health
(ODH), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO)
resources online at https://tinyurl.com/y9ohdaov . Among the items linked to are the latest “Stay Safe
Ohio” order from Gov. Mike DeWine, a checklist on face coverings and cleaning and disinfecting
alternatives.

The Wider Church

As Wildfires Rage, LDR Continues to Help, Need Help
Imagine you’re home and you hear a knock at the door. An official tells you to pack your essentials and
evacuate, as a wildfire is speeding toward you. This is the situation many of our neighbors in the western
part of the country are facing right now.

Fueled by a heat wave and unfavorable winds, devastating wildfires are raging across California,
Oregon, Washington and other western states. At least 20 people have died, hundreds of thousands of
people are under evacuation orders and more than 3.5 million acres have burned across the three states.
Some evacuees face the difficult decision of whether to stay in a shelter during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is engaging with at least three Lutheran social services
agencies and five synods to assess the situation and determine the best ways to respond. We expect
immediate needs may include food and other necessities, as well as emotional and spiritual care for those
who have been traumatized.

“Your gifts will support wildfire survivors. Gifts to "U.S. wildfires" will be used in full (100
percent) to assist those affected by wildfires until the response is complete. Contributions can be made
online at https://tinyurl.com/y5uxywfl .

“Even as we face multiple crises, together we can reflect Christ’s light and hope to our neighbors
in their time of need.”

Triedstone Sponsors ‘Drive Thru’ for Civic Actions
Triedstone Baptist Church is conducting a drive thru voter registration, absentee ballot request and
Census response on September 19 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Triedstone is located at 858 E. Third Ave. (43211), here in Columbus. For more information, call
Elder Larry Price at 614-981.9-2336.

‘Season of Creation’ Devotions Offered by Church Leaders
ELCA Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and leaders from The Episcopal Church, the Anglican Church of
Canada and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada have prepared a series of devotions to observe
the Season of Creation 2020, which is running now through Sunday, October 4.

According to Eaton, “The season ... is a time to join with the global Christian community in
renewing, repairing and restoring commitments to God, to one another and to all of creation. For the four
churches, it is also a time for strengthening relationships with one another. Through Scripture, hymns,
advocacy and action, the weekly devotions, which began September 6, invite people to live out their
vocation as stewards of creation.

“We pray that our actions as stewards of God’s good creation will continue to deepen not only in
this season, but for all time,” Eaton added. “Even as our relations as churches are not bound by national or
ecclesiastical borders, neither is our witness to the One who came to redeem all of creation.”

In addition to Eaton, the devotions were contributed by the Most Rev. Michael B. Curry,
presiding bishop and primate, The Episcopal Church; the Rev. Susan C. Johnson, national bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada; and the Most Rev. Linda Nicholls, archbishop and primate of
the Anglican Church of Canada.

“I pray that these reflections will open hearts and minds to experience our relationship in and with
all of creation in new ways,” said Nicholls.



https://tinyurl.com/y9ohdaov
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In the opening devotion, the leaders stress the significance of a collective responsibility in caring
for creation. “Waking up to matters of climate justice and environmental stewardship are among the most
important callings people have today. Over many years, through many voices, our churches have come to
a growing conviction that loving our neighbor includes loving Mother Earth as a neighbor.”

“It is timely, relevant and exciting for our churches to join together in prayer, worship and
reflection during the Season of Creation,” said Johnson. “With open hearts, minds and souls may we
discern new actions and practices to show love for God’s creation.”

“In this season of activism as we seek God’s liberating, life-giving love for all, may these prayers
and devotions inspire us to care for a world in which all creation can flourish,” said Curry.

The relations among the four churches have moved more closely toward “mutual recognition,”
bringing into mutual relation the two churches of “Called to Common Mission” in the United States and
those of the Waterloo Declaration in Canada. One notable feature of the agreement is that it cites the
experience of Indigenous people “not divided by national borders established by colonialist power” as
grounds for expanding shared life among the churches. A Memorandum of Mutual Recognition (MMR)
was approved by both Canadian churches in July 2019. The 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly adopted
constitutional changes embracing the Anglican Church of Canada, and in November 2019 the Church
Council adopted the MMR. Once The Episcopal Church acts, the mutual recognition of the four churches
will come into full effect.

The Season of Creation devotions are available online at https://tinyurl.com/y628el5qg .

Survey to Assess Pastoral Needs for Ministry in Multireligious
World

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is conducting a survey to collect the experiences
and needs of the church for ministry in a multireligious world. The survey is a first step in the
development of guidelines for the church as outlined in A Declaration of Inter-Religious Commitment: A
policy statement of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, adopted by the 2019 ELCA Churchwide
Assembly and which can be found online at https://tinyurl.com/y4xax7pq. The declaration reflects the
longtime inter-religious commitments of the church.

The policy statement acknowledged that “there are many pastoral considerations beyond the
scope of this declaration, for example, the common reality of multireligious family life. Therefore, the
church recognizes the need for the ongoing development of appropriate pastoral aids, including guidelines
for inter-religious marriages, pastoral counseling, religious education, and joint prayer services.”
Recently, ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton appointed an ad hoc committee to undertake the
development of such guidelines.

In the survey, issued September 12, respondents are asked questions about their participation in
pastoral situations such as inter-religious prayer services, responses to tragedy, social ministry work with
partners, and pastoral care for inter-religious couples and families.

“In these challenging times of COVID-19, racism and injustice, our inter-religious partnerships
have been as important as ever,” Eaton said. “As we seek to live out our inter-religious commitments, all
of us are encountering new areas of pastoral need. Participation in this survey will help us to grow as we
serve Christ’s church together in a multireligious world.”

One version of the survey will be emailed directly to active rostered ministers. Another version is
available online for participation from ELCA laity, retired rostered minsters, and ecumenical and inter-
religious partners. The intention of the survey is to learn from all who participate in ELCA ministries in a
multireligious world what their experiences have been, and what guidance and resources they need for the
future. The survey will be open for one month, from September 12-October 12.

To participate in the survey go to https://tinyurl.com/y5rv5drs. Active rostered ministers should
take the survey emailed to them.
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The Community Beyond

Free Masks for Columbus Residents
In response to Gov. Mike DeWine’s instituting a statewide mask mandate, Columbus Recreation and
Parks is providing free masks at a Produce Drop on the following dates at various community centers.-All
locations are open 3:30-5 p.m. “Help slow the spread of COVID-19 and keep the Columbus community
safe. Show respect and kindness to others by wearing a cloth face covering in public.”

Adams Community Center Marion Franklin Community Center
854 Alton Ave. | 43219 2801 Lockbourne Rd. | 43207

Date: Sept. 24 Date: Sept. 24

Dodge Community Center Milo Grogan Community Center
667 Sullivant Ave. | 43215 862 E. 2nd Ave. | 43201

Date: Sept. 24 Date: Sept. 18

Feddersen Community Center Scioto Southland Community Center
3911 Dresden St. | 43224 3901 Parsons Ave. | 43207

Date: Sept. 18 Date: Sept. 24

Holton Community Center Tuttle Park Community Center

303 N. Eureka Ave. | 43204 240 W. Oakland Ave. | 43201

Date: Sept. 17 Date: Sept. 25

Howard Community Center
2505 N. Cassady Ave. | 43219
Date: Sept. 24

Getting Ready for Sunday
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost, September 20, 2020
Lessons

Readings: Jonah 3:1-4:1-4, 11; Psalm 145:1-8; Matthew 20:1-16

Prayer for the Times
Gracious God, as schools are opened around this country, keep them safe. Hold them in your loving
embrace and shield them from the hatred and violence of this world. Give strength and compassion to
every teacher that they may feel appreciated and free to inspire. Give courage and curiosity to every
student that they may feel accepted and free to learn. Bless every person who answers phones, cleans
bathrooms, drives busses and make lunches. Let this be an amazing year full of wonderful and life-giving
memories and let your grace fill them all. We commit them to your care.
AMEN

Prayer of the Day

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot
rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Intercessions & Thanksgiving
+ For the people of Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Columbus.
+ For Redeemer community members Becky Fisher, Jessica Fisher and Ghideon Mehari.

Each week we remember in our prayers in worship those who cannot be with us and those with special
needs and concerns:, Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Lea Spang, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman,
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Cora Marquez, Mary Kennedy, Kelly Scott, Diane Louangrath, Sue Baker, Julie Denniss’ uncle Ed
Stewart, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and Nancy Ehrich, Stan Heacock, Jeremy Davis, Amy
DeLorenzo, Linda and Don Williams, Pamela Andrews, Val Farnham, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law
Walt, Brittany Parsons, Lynn Belhorn’s mother Maryland Belhorn and friend MaryAnn, Laura Warren’s
brother Walter Hudson and his wife Jan, Bill Boys, Doretha Holland, Dolores Brannigan’s husband Dave,
Jack and Shirley Miller, Deidre (DJ) Zimmer, Jon Denniss, Mary Bowling’s sister Val, Carolyn and Ed
Klopfer, Grace Jones’ son Chief Warrant Officer Henry Mentrak, Ranel and Neil Hoddinott, Kathleen
Zwanziger’s brother Mark Zwanziger, Larry Trover, Earl Bradley’s brother Fay, Laura Warren and
family.

Noisy Offering will be for Kaleidoscope Youth Center.

Sunday Faith Exploration Class
Sundag, Septcmbcr 20: What Does the Bible 533 about ?

Lcd bg Fastor Davc Shu”

This class is held via Zoom or folks can call in. See separate story about how to participate.

This Week at Redeemer
September 15 - 21, 2020

Tuesday 1lp.m. Zoom Bible Study
Wednesday 11a.m.  Coffee and Conversations on the Lawn (Please wear masks/bring
chair)
7 p.m.  Church Council via conference call
Saturday 9a.m. Redeemer Garden Pick
10a.m.  Redeemer Garden Giveaway
Sunday YouTube  Worship with Holy Communion

10 a.m. Z00oM Adult Education
12 noon Confirmation at Church



