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Some Members of RLC’s Race Conversations Group Offer

Thoughts on Columbus’ Proposed Civilian Review Board
An important issue on November’s ballot for Columbus residents is a proposal to establish
an independent civilian police review board. The text that will appear on the ballot is as
follows:

To provide the Mayor and Council the authority to establish an independent
Civilian Police Review Board to receive, initiate, cause investigation of, subpoena
and compel evidence relevant to; recommend discipline; and resolve complaints
filed with it or initiated by the Board alleging misconduct by sworn members of the
Columbus Division of Police; and to establish a Department of the Inspector
General for the Columbus Division of Police.

Columbus convened a Community Safety Advisory Commission in 2018 to review and
make recommendations about police reform in the wake of police shooting Henry Green,
23, and Tyre King, 13, in 2016. The commission included community leaders, social
service providers, faith leaders, researchers, and a law enforcement officer. They studied
and held listening sessions with the community and officers, and they made 80
recommendations to the city in January, 2020, one of which was the creation of a civilian
review board. City Council began to express support for the idea after George Floyd was
Killed, and it will be on the Columbus city ballot this fall.

As people of faith, we are called to work for justice in our communities. Policing
is complex, but it would be wrong to let an acknowledgement of the complexity stand in
the way of identifying and addressing systemic problems with the way policing as an
institution can be inclined to abuse its power. Creating a civilian review board as an
ongoing part of our community’s engagement with police would be a positive step toward
greater responsibility and transparency in policing, and its ongoing nature would allow for
its members to understand the nuance involved in the task of enforcing laws and keeping
communities safe. They would be well-positioned to make decisions about the
appropriateness of police conduct in ways that respect the community and police officers,
perhaps even serving as a bridge to a less adversarial positioning of the two groups.

Much as criticizing the ways a country abuses its power and demanding that we
rise to the challenge of living into our best (collective) selves can be seen as the ultimate
act of patriotism, compelling the police to be transparent with the community and to do the
difficult work of identifying and eliminating practices that have disparate impact on
marginalized communities is a respectful way to challenge our community institutions to
live up to their best intentions. And it’s a way to use our power as citizens to compel a
system that often harms black and brown people into taking a step in a more equitable
direction. Public policy is the way we codify our values into systems and institutions, and
we have a unique opportunity here to make an important change.

A few weeks ago, the Race Conversations group had a Zoom meeting with Debbie
Crawford, who has spent the past four years focused on ways to transform policing in
Columbus into a more transparent, just system that strengthens relationships between
police and the people they serve. She talked about this proposed amendment with us, and
suggested that we study it and do what we can to let people know it’s on the ballot and

encourage their support. As members of the Race Conversations group who want our faith
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The Redeemer Community

Gremlins Assail Livestreaming of Sunday’s Service
The livestream gremlins were in full force Sunday morning, so only a portion of the service was able to
be livestreamed. However, Michele Disbro was able to record the service on her phone. Links to both can
be found at https://tinyurl.com/y4rvu354. Approximately 40 attended this “3-D” version of the worship
service. Next Sunday’s service returns to being available online while council and the Safe Re-gathering
Team evaluate how this Sunday’s service went.

2020 CROP Walk Set for October 11, Goes Virtual for 2020

It’s coming down to the wire! Only two more Sundays until this year’s CROP Walk on Sunday,
October 11. The walk will be a virtual one because of coronavirus restrictions. Redeemer walkers will do
their walks around their own neighborhoods instead of in a group at Scioto Audubon Metro Park as in
previous years.

We hope to have donations made online, if possible, but if you prefer to write a check, please
make it out to CWS/CROP and mail it to Connie Criswell, Kathy Zwanziger, or Wendy Stoica.
Donations can also be made online on the RLC Team page at
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/columbusoh/Team/View/134358/Redeemer-Lutheran-Church.

Thank you so much to those who have already donated so generously!

Sister Act Sets ‘Mini Retreat’ for Oct. 3

Sister Act has scheduled a “mini retreat” for Saturday, October 3 at the home of Sue Yehling. It will
begin at 11 a.m. and ending about 2 p.m. Those attending asked to wear a mask and to bring a lunch or
snack, something to drink and a chair. Food and drinks will not be shared.

The day’s events include three stations for gathering and greeting, a luncheon presentation on
“What is your Prakriti?”

Prakriti is a Sanskrit word meaning "nature™ and it refers to our predisposition. It's the true nature
of our body and mind. Our prakriti is made up of a blend of three doshas. Understanding the make-up of
your prakriti will help you recognize when you're "out of balance” and steps you can take to get back in
balance.

Michele Disbro, who is leading the session, asks those attending to take the 10-minute online
quiz prior to October 3. “Then, you will be given what percentage you are of the three doshas: vata, pitta,
and kapha. Please take the quiz and write down your results.

“If life is crazy for you and you don't get a chance to take the quiz, no worries. You can still listen
to the conversation and then, take the quiz later when you have time.” She notes that attendees will then
have some time to chat with others who have the same primary dosha as well as meet with others who
have the other two primary doshas.

Here's the link to the quiz: https://ama-veda.com/prakriti-quiz/ . Scroll down the page to find the

quiz.
Email Carol Heacock with questions at heacock.carol@gmail.com .



https://tinyurl.com/y4rvu354
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/columbusoh/Team/View/134358/Redeemer-Lutheran-Church
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Redeemer Social Media Photo Policy ‘Opt Out’
RLC’s social media presence is growing on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. We have great stories to
tell about who we are and what we’re doing to help our community neighbors, while providing inspiring
worship opportunities. In addition, we’re excited to be rolling out a new and improved website, full of
useful information for members and for those trying to find a new place of worship.

We tell our online stories with many photos of the life of Redeemer. It’s inspiring for us, and we
hope for others, to see the fellowship and the joy we have in serving. It’s in that spirit we approach our
social media presence.

The team collaborating on the social media strategy in association with RLC’s Council, also
understands that some may be sensitive to having photos online. We’re asking that you read the
information below and discern what is right for you and your family:

Redeemer Lutheran Church utilizes photos to educate and inspire people with the goal of
strengthening and growing our church community. We take care to post photos accordingly by never
publishing names of children or others who may express vulnerabilities online. We assume that we have
blanket permission to use photos unless we are contacted by email or mail to “opt out” of having photos
used in our materials, website, or social media posts. TO OPT OUT, send an email request to
info@redeemerluth.com with your name or the name(s) of those in your family you do not want
appearing in photos. You may also send a letter to the church office with the same information. (We
just need to have this request in writing. Thank you for understanding.)

We look forward to growing our social media presence and appreciate your help!

RLC to Discontinue ‘Blessing Boxes’
Due to the misuse of items in the box, the blessing boxes will be discontinued until further notice. For any
guestions, please contact Kathy Mimlitch at kathymimlitch@yahoo.com .

Daily Word Update
For the past two years, Dora Pinder and Connie Criswell, as part of Redeemer’s Member Care Team,
have distributed a Daily Word by email (Connie Criswell) and text message (Dora Pinder). This is done
on a daily basis. It has been an uplifting and rewarding experience for all involved.

It has come to our attention that we may be missing a distinct group who are only accessible by
telephone. We would love to expand the “Ministry” by calling members and friends and sharing a short
Bible verse or short prayer. The intent is to share and uplift; not to force or engage in lengthy
conversations.

We are trying to get an idea of interest in this additional ministry. Please give Dora a call or text
at 614-563-8155 if you would like to share in this ministry by calling and/or receiving the Daily Bible
Verse by telephone.

We look forward to sharing God’s word and are excited by enhanced worship in these uncertain

times.

Council Provides Further Finance Updates
This continues to be a time of transition from having Redeemer’s financial bookkeeping done by a
treasurer (Larry Trover previously) and a financial secretary (Brad Phillips). Council reports, with
thanksgiving, that giving has continued to be steady throughout this pandemic. While Brad continues his
work, Larry has been granted his wish to end his time as treasurer and Julie Johnson is temporarily
covering in his absence, pending the transition to the CPA firm.

Julie reported to council that to her knowledge all bills have been paid except for one month of
benevolence, pending the receipt of additional information. Council asked that benevolence be paid on the
best estimate with revisions (if any) made after the transition to the Wells CPA firm.

Margie Frazier, the point person for Donald Wells, CPA, reports he has obtained the necessary
software (at sale price) and his staff have started to input data from Redeemer. They will also be able to
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input giving. Council asks for the congregation’s patience during this transition, as we may not be able to
report all the details that Larry has faithfully provided until after the transition has occurred.
“Be assured that in the meantime, tasks are being covered.”

Saturday Produce Giveaway Done for Season

Redeemer’s weekly Saturday morning produce giveaway from our own garden has now concluded for the
season. Thank you to all who helped tend the garden and staff the Saturday distribution.

Adult Sunday Education Class Resumes on October 4
The Sunday Adult Education group resumes on Sunday, October 4 to continue to explore "What Does
the Bible Have to Say about ?" We'll look at the variety of ways the Bible might address
whatever questions and topics people in the class want to examine. You can bet the Bible won't just have
one opinion on anything. The first topic we'll explore this Sunday grows out of this election season: What
does the Bible say about how we might emotionally live through this very intense and divided campaign
and about what our responsibilities are to try to support each other?

We'd love to have your voice and your questions! So join us Sunday, October 4 from 10 to
11 am.

Join the Zoom Meeting ID: 837 8326 6885; Passcode: 043099. By phone, call 646-876-9923. If
you don't have the Zoom app, you can join the meeting by copying and entering the following web
address in your browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83783266885?pwd=S3hqd1dQR3IUbjdvYUInWGk3Mnl0dz09 .

You would bless us by your participation in this!

Tuesday Bible Study Now Looking at Book of Genesis
The Tuesday Bible Study will begin studying the book of Genesis on Tuesday, September 29. If you
have Tuesday afternoons free, join us. We are a group of people who are both serious about listening for
the Spirit's voice in the text and in each other and serious about supporting each other through whatever
we're going through -- and who laugh deeply and often. Give us a try! Get in touch with Dave Shull if
you have any questions.

To join the group this Tuesday, September 29 from 1-2:30 p.m., go to the Zoom app and then
enter the following information: Meeting ID: 871 3736 6983; Passcode: 619946. To participate by phone,
call 646-876-9923. If you don’t have the Zoom app, you can join the meeting by copying and entering the
following web address in your browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87137366983?pwd=TONoUU50RMNYN1YrajhpZ2hGR09pdz09

Previous Sunday Worship Services Available on YouTube
Previous Sunday worship services are available at https://tinyurl.com/rémk2xh. For the current Sunday
Worship Bulletin, go to the Redeemer website at www.RedeemerLuth.com >News, Sermons, Devotions.

We are holding one another in prayer and in spirit as we work through this time. Go in peace,
serve the Lord, wash your hands!

Thoughts on Civilian Review Board conafiomp. 1
become real in the world, we encourage you to study this issue, and we encourage your support for this
charter amendment as a step in the direction of healing and justice.

Valerie Banks, Mary Benis, Michele Disbro, Theresa Gavin, Dottie Odrosky, Emily Ott,
Sheryl Owens, Dave Shull, Sue and Tim Watson, Sue Yehling


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83783266885?pwd=S3hqd1dQR3lUbjdvYU9nWGk3MnI0dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87137366983?pwd=T0NoUU5ORmNYN1YrajhpZ2hGR09pdz09
https://tinyurl.com/r6mk2xh
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Important Emails
DShull@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating directly with Pastor Dave.
Info@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the office, Reflections newsletter, Office
Manager Becky Trover, healing prayer requests or for general information.
MemberCare@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the Member Care team about needs for
personal ministry such as in-home communion, a home visit, meals, etc.
FinSec@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with Financial Secretary Brad Phillips, and for
stewardship campaigns.
Itgroup@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with Redeemer’s IT Team for items related to the
website.
Property@RedeemerLuth.com — use to report items that need repair in the church building.
SundaySchool@RedeemerLuth.com — use to offer suggestions for our Sunday School ministry.
Transportation@redeemerluth.com — use to request temporary transportation assistance.
Communications@redeemerluth.com — use to send church related announcements or pictures for sharing
on Redeemer’s social media sites. Another way is to tag Redeemer in the posts.

Publishing Deadlines for Reflections, Sunday Bulletins

For Reflections

e PLEASE SUBMIT PRIOR TO 5 P.M. ON SUNDAYS.

e Send to info@RedeemerLuth.com and put Reflections in subject line.

e Or leave a note in the Reflections mailbox at the top of the stairs outside the church office.
For Sunday Bulletins
The deadline for information to be published in Sunday bulletins is the Wednesday morning before.
That information can be sent to the above email: just put “Bulletin” in the subject line.

Prayers and Personals

Prayers of thanksgiving are asked for the ongoing recovery of Larry Trover from COVID-19 and of
Nathaniel Bird from emergency surgery.

++ +
Prayers for comfort and strength are asked for Lynn Belhorn on the death of her mother
Maryland Belhorn.

++ +
Kathy Zwanziger reports that 155 families were served at Thursday’s Food Giveaway that was held in
conjunction with Lutheran Social Services and the Mid-Ohio Food Cooperative. Those families included
58 new participants and accounted for 510 individuals.

A total of 24 volunteers assisted.

Christ in Our Home Devotional Booklets
The October — December edition of Christ in Our Home devotional is available. If you would like to
have a copy, the church office will be happy to mail one to you. Call 614-237-1263 or email
info@Redeemerluth.com
If you prefer, you may receive Christ in Our Home devotionals via email by going to
https://go.augsburgfortress.org/christ-in-our-home-email-subscription
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September Birthdays
28-Faith Wick 29-Jennifer Young

October Birthdays
4-Misato In  4-May Schwarz
6-Tammy McFarland 7-Randy Kuklinski
8-Julie Larson 9-Bill Boys
9-Thea Barbour Harms 11-Sue Watson
15-Jessie Jimison 16-Eileen Day
17-Shari Ayers 19-Renee McFarland
19-Miles Smith 23-Skye Andree
23-Cason Day 23-Sandra Keaton
24-Bret Day 24-Leyton Wolfe
25-Madeline Gosnell 25-Madalyn McGurer
26-Kennedi Jacobs 26-Avery Martin
26-Krista Skipper 27-Brad Phillips
29-Brittany Amon 30-Martin Binau
31-John Caron
++ +
Jeremy Davis, a Redeemer member who is at the Ross Correctional Institute, is unable to receive visitors
due to COVID-19 prevention efforts. In addition, Redeemer is not able to send him the group letter
written each week after worship. Please send him a note sharing a greeting, thought, or prayer. It must be
on a blank white 8.5x11” piece of paper; the note must be written in black or blue ink only. There can be
NO enclosures of any kind. His address is Jeremy Christian Davis #758199, 16149 Ohio-104, Chillicothe
OH 45601.

COVID-19 Information
To get the most up-to-date information regarding the pandemic and Ohio’s COVID-19 activities, go to the
Ohio Department of Health website at https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/ or call
1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634.

In addition, the Southern Ohio Synod has put together a number of Ohio Department of Health
(ODH), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO)
resources online at https://tinyurl.com/y9ohdaov . Among the items linked to are the latest “Stay Safe
Ohio” order from Gov. Mike DeWine, a checklist on face coverings and cleaning and disinfecting

alternatives.
The Wider Church

Columbus Mennonite Church Marks Espinal’s Years in Sanctuary
October 2 marks three years Edith Espinal has been living in sanctuary with Columbus Mennonite
Church. They invite folks to honor her perseverance in one or both of the following ways: (1) A film
company has completed a 20 minute documentary about Edith's attorney Lizbeth and Edith's case titled
"The Undocumented Lawyer," which will be airing on HBO next spring.

The church has ticketed access to the full documentary from Tuesday, September 29 — Monday,
October 5. Purchase tickets ($12) HERE and watch it online anytime in that window. All of the proceeds
go to support Edith.

(2) Join the church for a virtual gathering Eriday, October 2, 7 p.m. through THIS link (free to
all). We will mark Edith's three years and have a panel discussion including Edith, Lizbeth, and the film
producers.



https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/
https://tinyurl.com/y9ohdaov
https://watch.showandtell.film/watch/solidaritywithedith
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Jhi7HQuvQqqUxQD42W-ULg
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‘Season of Creation’ Devotions Offered by Church Leaders
ELCA Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and leaders from The Episcopal Church, the Anglican Church of
Canada and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada have prepared a series of devotions to observe
the Season of Creation 2020, which is running now through Sunday, October 4.

According to Eaton, “The season ... is a time to join with the global Christian community in
renewing, repairing and restoring commitments to God, to one another and to all of creation. For the four
churches, it is also a time for strengthening relationships with one another. Through Scripture, hymns,
advocacy and action, the weekly devotions, which began September 6, invite people to live out their
vocation as stewards of creation.

“We pray that our actions as stewards of God’s good creation will continue to deepen not only in
this season, but for all time,” Eaton added. “Even as our relations as churches are not bound by national or
ecclesiastical borders, neither is our witness to the One who came to redeem all of creation.”

In addition to Eaton, the devotions were contributed by the Most Rev. Michael B. Curry,
presiding bishop and primate, The Episcopal Church; the Rev. Susan C. Johnson, national bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada; and the Most Rev. Linda Nicholls, archbishop and primate of
the Anglican Church of Canada.

The Season of Creation devotions are available online at https://tinyurl.com/y628el5q .

Survey to Assess Pastoral Needs for Ministry in Multireligious World
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is conducting a survey to collect the experiences
and needs of the church for ministry in a multireligious world. The survey is a first step in the
development of guidelines for the church as outlined in A Declaration of Inter-Religious Commitment: A
policy statement of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, adopted by the 2019 ELCA Churchwide
Assembly and which can be found online at https://tinyurl.com/y4xax7pq. The declaration reflects the
longtime inter-religious commitments of the church.

The policy statement acknowledged that “there are many pastoral considerations beyond the
scope of this declaration, for example, the common reality of multireligious family life. Therefore, the
church recognizes the need for the ongoing development of appropriate pastoral aids, including guidelines
for inter-religious marriages, pastoral counseling, religious education, and joint prayer services.”
Recently, ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton appointed an ad hoc committee to undertake the
development of such guidelines.

In the survey, issued September 12, respondents are asked questions about their participation in
pastoral situations such as inter-religious prayer services, responses to tragedy, social ministry work with
partners, and pastoral care for inter-religious couples and families.

“In these challenging times of COVID-19, racism and injustice, our inter-religious partnerships
have been as important as ever,” Eaton said. “As we seek to live out our inter-religious commitments, all
of us are encountering new areas of pastoral need. Participation in this survey will help us to grow as we
serve Christ’s church together in a multireligious world.”

One version of the survey will be emailed directly to active rostered ministers. Another version is
available online for participation from ELCA laity, retired rostered minsters, and ecumenical and inter-
religious partners. The intention of the survey is to learn from all who participate in ELCA ministries in a
multireligious world what their experiences have been, and what guidance and resources they need for the
future. The survey will be open for one month, from September 12-October 12.

To participate in the survey go to https://tinyurl.com/y5rv5drs. Active rostered ministers should
take the survey emailed to them.
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The Community Beyond

Boards of Elections Accepting Applications for Absentee Ballots;

Local Issues on Ballot
Boards of elections are currently accepting applications for absentee ballots for the November 3 election.
Persons requesting absentee ballots must remember that this , for the most part, ties them to voting either
by mailing in the ballot or dropping it off at the dropbox at the board of elections. If a person who has
requested an absentee ballot decides to vote in person, they will vote a provisional ballot so the board so
can verify that they only submitted one ballot.

The absentee ballot request form can be found online at
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-ballot/ . Follow the directions on this secretary of
state’s website. The application must be downloaded, signed and mailed to your local board of elections.
(A link to find the address for all boards of elections is also on this page.)

Another option is to call your local board of election and request the ballot application. Phone
numbers for the local boards can also be found at the above link.

For those who don’t want to vote by mail, beginning Tuesday, October 6, individuals can vote in
person at the board of elections. For Franklin County, that address is 1700 Morse Rd.

The following is a roundup of important voting dates leading up to and after the Tuesday, Nov. 3
General Election.

Monday, October 5 - Deadline for voter registration for the Nov. 3, 2020 General Election (30 days
before the General Election).

Tuesday, October 6 - First day voters can cast absentee ballots for the November 3 General Election --
first day after close of voter registration. First day boards of elections can begin mailing absentee ballots
to voters.

Saturday, October 31 - Applications for absentee ballots to be mailed for the November 3, 2020 must be
received by boards of elections by noon -- three days before the General Election.

Monday, November 2 - Absentee ballots sent using the U.S. Postal Service must be postmarked by this
date in order to count.

Tuesday, November 3 - General Election Day. Polls open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Ballot Issues

Besides the city of Columbus ballot issue creating the independent civilian police review board (Issue #2)
which is addressed on the front page of this Reflections, there is also on the ballot a second city issue
proposing the creation of an electric service aggregation program (Issue #1). A countywide issue, Issue
#24, renews and increases the tax levy for mental health, alcohol and drug addiction programs for
children, adults and families including residential and outpatient treatment programs, school and
community based prevention programs and patient housing.

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost, October 4, 2020
Lessons

Readings: Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15; Matthew 21:33-46


https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-ballot/
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Prayer for the Times
Gracious God, as schools are opened around this country, keep them safe. Hold them in your loving
embrace and shield them from the hatred and violence of this world. Give strength and compassion to
every teacher that they may feel appreciated and free to inspire. Give courage and curiosity to every
student that they may feel accepted and free to learn. Bless every person who answers phones, cleans
bathrooms, drives busses and make lunches. Let this be an amazing year full of wonderful and life-giving
memories and let your grace fill them all. We commit them to your care.
AMEN

Prayer of the Day

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know
those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Intercessions & Thanksgiving
+ For the people of Grace Lutheran Church in Centerburg.
+ For Redeemer community members Jenny and Andre, Payton, and Chase Friederich.

Each week we remember in our prayers in worship those who cannot be with us and those with special
needs and concerns:, Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Lea Spang, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Cora
Marquez, Mary Kennedy, Kelly Scott, Diane Louangrath, Sue Baker, Julie Denniss’ uncle Ed Stewart,
Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and Nancy Ehrich, Stan Heacock, Jeremy Davis, Amy
DelLorenzo, Linda and Don Williams, Pamela Andrews, Val Farnham, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law
Walt, Brittany Parsons, Lynn Belhorn’s friend MaryAnn, Laura Warren’s brother Walter Hudson and his
wife Jan, Bill Boys, Doretha Holland, Dolores Brannigan’s husband Dave, Becky Trover’s sister Maddie
and brother Jeff, Jack and Shirley Miller, Deidre (DJ) Zimmer, Jon Denniss, Mary Bowling’s sister Val,
Carolyn and Ed Klopfer, Grace Jones’ son Chief Warrant Officer Henry Mentrak, Ranel and Neil
Hoddinott, Kathleen Zwanziger’s brother Mark Zwanziger, Larry Trover.

Noisy Offering will be for Kaleidoscope Youth Center.

Sunday Faith Exploration Class
Sunday, October 4: What Does the Eiblc Say about

Lcd bq Fastor Davc Shull

This Week at Redeemer
September 29- October 5, 2020

[N

Tuesday 1p.m.  Zoowm Bible Study
Saturday 11am.  Sister Act Mini Retreat at Sue Yehling’s home
Sunday YouTube Worship with Holy Communion

10:00 am Z00M Adult Education



