Fourth Sunday of

ADVENT

"Annunciation"
by the Nigerian artist Paul Woelfel

December 20, 2020

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
Prelude
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came, arr. Larry Shackley
Advent Wreath Lighting
Christ, Be Our Light
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Welcome
Hymn

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD
First Reading
A reading from Isaiah

Isaiah 52:7-10 (New Living Translation, alt.)

How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who brings good news,
the good news of peace and salvation,
the news that the God of Israel reigns!
The watchers shout and sing with joy,
for before their very eyes they see the Lord returning to Jerusalem.
Let the ruins of Jerusalem break into joyful song,
for the Lord has comforted the people,
the Lord has redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord has demonstrated holy power before the eyes of all the nations.
All the ends of the earth will see the victory of our God.
Word of God, Word of Life

Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26

Your love, O LORD, forever | will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your faithfulness.
For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- | lished forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens.
“I have made a covenant with my | chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant:
‘I will establish your | line forever,
and preserve your throne for all | generations.’ ”
You spoke once in a vision and said to your | faithful people:
“I have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one chosen
out | of the people.
I have found Da- | vid my servant;
with my holy oil have I a- | nointed him.
My hand will | hold him fast
and my arm will | make him strong.
No enemy | shall deceive him,
nor shall the wicked | bring him down.
I will crush his | foes before him
and strike down | those who hate him.
My faithfulness and steadfast | love are with him,
and he shall be victorious | through my name.
I will set his hand | on the sea,
and his right hand | on the rivers.
He will say to me, ‘You | are my father,
my God, and the rock of | my salvation.’
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Gospel

Luke 1:46-55 (Holden Evening Prayer)

Duet on first section, then all join in
An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose
name was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for
God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the
Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of my
God, I live to do your will.”
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Message

HEARING MARY’S SONG AGAIN FOR THE FIRST TIME

Ministry of Music
Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming
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arr. Brian Chung
Kathy Rapp

Apostles Creed
Let us confess our faith in the Triune God as expressed in these historic words:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Community Prayers
Let us pray....

Amen.

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns:
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Lea Spang, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Cora Marquez, Mary Kennedy,
Kelly Scott, Diane Louangrath, Sue Baker, Julie Denniss’ uncle Ed Stewart, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs,
Kathie and Nancy Ehrich, Stan Heacock, Jeremy Davis, Val Farnham, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt,
Brittany Parsons, Lynn Belhorn’s friend MaryAnn, Laura Warren’s brother Walter Hudson and his wife Jan,
Doretha Holland, Shirley and Jack Miller, Deidre (DJ) Zimmer, Jon Denniss, Mary Bowling’s sister Val, Carolyn
and Ed Klopfer, Nancy Stinson’s brother Tom Starkey, Kathleen Zwanziger’s brother Mark Zwanziger,
Larry Trover, Earl Bradley’s brother Fay Bradley, David Hairston, Kay Ernsthausen, Kristi Hildebrand’s
grandmother Hazel Plice, Ken Jones, Skye Andre, Michelle Clemence’s roommate Courtney, Dora Pinder and
family, Bill Boys, Ruth Murray’s brother Allen Harju.

Children’s Time
Sharing the peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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This is the table of Emmanuel – a place where bread and wine remind us
how to live and love as those who inhabit God’s time, and work to build
God’s Kingdom. A place where we recognize that the one for whom we
wait is also the one who is already, and always, here with us.
So come whether you are watching for the dawn, or dreading first light,
whether you are waiting with hope, or hiding your face, come with quiet
confidence because here it is Emmanuel who watches for our coming,
and who waits with love and joy to welcome us in.
The story of Emmanuel is the story of God – waiting to inhabit time, who
took on flesh and form, and lived among us, so that we might re-imagine
life. It is the story of Jesus – waiting to be betrayed, who shared supper
with his friends, where he took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body, broken for
you. Do this to remember me.” And after supper he took the cup and
gave it to them, saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my
blood. It is shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this to remember me.”
And so, taking this bread and wine, we remember and celebrate the waiting
which began to change the world; and we join our voices with all who still
wait and work for that change to come to completion:
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God of grace, as we follow the example of Jesus, send your Holy Spirit
upon us, and on these gifts of bread and wine, that we may find the
imagination, the courage, and the strength to use our waiting times to
build your Beloved Commuity of joy, justice and peace, for which we now
pray as Jesus taught us:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Sharing the Meal

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Holy Mystery, the earth still waits for its healing. May we who are part of
that waiting take and use the dreaming times to re-imagine the world;
may we inhabit and use the quiet times to discover your patterns. Open
our hands and hearts to embrace and use the quickening times to learn
how to live and love. So may our watching and waiting join with that of
Emmanuel to realize your beloved community here on earth.
Amen.
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WE ARE SENT
Hymn

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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Blessing
Announcements
Postlude

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying, arr. John Carter

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Communion liturgy is adapted from “In This Season of Waiting,” by Pat Bennett, © Wild Goose Publications.
New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY
Presiding Minister
Assisting Minister
ASL Interpreter
Reader
Cantor
Organist & Senior Choir Director
Pianist & Chimes Choir Director

David Shull, Pastor
Jon Disbro
Tori Reed
Jon Disbro
Jennifer Young
Kathy Rapp
Karen Kent

Flowers are dedicated by Jennifer Young in memory of her father-in-law Robert Young.
Noisy Offering will go to Kaleidoscope Youth Center.
THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER DECEMBER 20 - 27
Today

10:00 am
11:15 am

LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion
ZOOM Adult Education

Tuesday

1:00 pm
7:00 pm

ZOOM Bible Study
ZOOM Journaling Workshop

Thursday

7:00 pm
7:30 pm

ZOOM Christmas Open House
YOUTUBE Christmas Eve Worship &
ZOOM Candlelight Service

Friday

10:00 am

Zoom Christmas Morning Worship

Next Sunday

10:00 am

LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion
ZOOM Adult Education

11:15 am
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