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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Assistive hearing devices are available from the ushers. 
 

Pandemic Safety Protocols 

• Please spread yourselves out in the sanctuary. Leave the first two rows of pews for worship leaders. 

• Please remain seated throughout the service. 

• You can sing the hymns softly with your mask on. 

• Individual communion elements are available to pick up at the front door. 

• If you wish to use one of the first-floor bathrooms, please follow instructions in the bathroom about 
disinfecting it after your use. 

• We will want everyone out of the building by 10 minutes after the service ends. 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

Prelude Toccata, Gordon Young 

Welcome 
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Hymn  As We Gather at Your Table 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise 
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 

Psalm 22:25-31 

 
 

From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
 I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 
The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
 Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live 

forever! 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 
 all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 
 who rules o- | ver the nations. 
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
 all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore 

the LORD. 
Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 
 whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
 saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” 
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Gospel John 15:1-8   (The Message, alt.) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

During the Last Supper, Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the Real Vine and 
my Abba God is the Farmer. My Abba cuts off every branch of me that 
doesn’t bear grapes. And prunes back every branch that is grape-
bearing so it will bear even more. You are already pruned back by the 
message I have spoken. 

“Live in me. Make your home in me just as I do in you. In the same way 
that a branch can’t bear grapes by itself but only by being joined to the 
vine, you can’t bear fruit unless you are joined with me. 

“I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you’re joined with me and I 
with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be 
abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing. Anyone who separates 
from me is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire. But if you 
make yourselves at home with me and my words are at home in you, you 
can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon. 
This is how my Abba God is revealed—when you produce grapes, when 
you mature as my disciples.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Message  LIVING THE QUESTIONS 
 
 

Reading Acts 8:26-40   (The Message, alt.) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

God's angel spoke to Philip, a table-server for the apostles in Jerusalem: 
“At noon today I want you to walk over to that desolate road that goes 
from Jerusalem down to Gaza.” He got up and went. He met an 
Ethiopian eunuch coming down the road. The eunuch had been on a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem and was returning to Ethiopia, where he was 
minister in charge of all the finances of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians. He was riding in a chariot and reading the prophet Isaiah. 

The Spirit told Philip, “Climb into the chariot.” Running up alongside, Philip 
heard the eunuch reading Isaiah and asked, “Do you understand what 
you’re reading?” 

He answered, “How can I without some help?” and invited Philip into the 
chariot with him. The passage he was reading was this: 

As a sheep led to slaughter, 
and quiet as a lamb being sheared, 

He was silent, saying nothing. 
He was mocked and put down, 

never got a fair trial. 
But who now can count his kin 

since he’s been taken from the earth? 
The eunuch said, “Tell me, who is the prophet talking about: himself or 

some other?” Philip grabbed his chance. Using this passage as his text, 
he preached Jesus to him. 

As they continued down the road, they came to a stream of water. The 
eunuch said, “Here’s water. Why can’t I be baptized?” He ordered the 
chariot to stop. They both went down to the water, and Philip baptized 
him on the spot. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of God 
suddenly took Philip off, and that was the last the eunuch saw of him. But 
he didn’t mind. He had what he’d come for and went on down the road 
as happy as he could be. 

Philip showed up in Azotus and continued north, preaching the Message in 
all the villages along that route until he arrived at Caesarea. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life Thanks be to God. 
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Ministry of Music 

 I Lay My Sins on Jesus arr. Howard Helvey 
  Kathy Rapp, piano 

 

I lay my sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God. 
He bears them all, and frees us from every guilty load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus, to wash my crimson stains 
White in His blood most precious, 'til not a spot remains. 
 

I long to be like Jesus, pure, loving, lowly, mild. 
I long to be like Jesus the Father's Holy Child. 
I long to be with Jesus, amid the heavenly throng, 
To sing with saints His praises, to learn the angel's song. 
 
 

Apostles Creed 

Let us confess our faith in the Triune God as expressed in these historic words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 

Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Lea Spang, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Cora Marquez, Mary 
Kennedy, Kelly Scott, Diane Louangrath, Sue Baker and Cathy Oldham, Julie Denniss’ uncle Ed 
Stewart, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and Nancy Ehrich and their niece and sister-in-law, 
Stan Heacock, Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Lynn 
Belhorn’s friend MaryAnn, Shirley and Jack Miller, Deidre (DJ) Zimmer, Jon Denniss, Mary Bowling’s 
sister Val, Carolyn and Ed Klopfer, Nancy Stinson’s brother Tom Starkey, Barbara and David Hairston, 
Grace and Ken Jones, Dora Pinder and family, Heidi Sherer’s Aunt Mary and Uncle Joel Sherer, John 
Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, family of Doretha Holland, family and friends of Pamela Reed, Izzy and 
Sophie Skoog. 
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Children’s Time  
 
 

Sharing the peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We take time to greet one another with words like Peace be with you. 

 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We stand in the resurrection garden of God – a place filled and shaped by 
love and ripe with all it might become when we are open to the Spirit’s 
life joining ours. This is the table of the risen Jesus – a place fashioned 
and furnished by love and rich with its promises. So come – whether you 
have seen and believed, or are dubious and doubting still, whether you 
confess confidently, or come to this meal with a fragile, fearful heart. 
Come and share these gifts of grace, encounter Christ, and be healed by 
Love and transformed by Life. 

We remember with wonder and joy that Love, though broken on a cross, 
was not defeated. We rejoice that Love, though swallowed by death, was 
not silenced. Neither defeated nor silenced, Love lives and speaks words 
of welcome, healing and hope to all. In awe of all you have done and all 
you are doing through us, we join our voices with that of Creation and 
with all those who bear witness across the world and throughout the 
ages to the eternal power of your Love and Life: 
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Before the bright dawn in the garden in which Love was resurrected; before 
the cold silence of the tomb by which Love was swallowed; before the 
brutal horror of the cross on which Love was broken; before the bitter 
struggle of the Gethsemane garden through which Love affirmed its 
choices – Jesus ate a final supper with his friends.   

He took bread, blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take this, and eat! This is my body, broken for you.  Do this to 
remember me.” After supper, he took a cup of wine and gave it to them, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. As often as you drink 
this, do so to remember me.” 

 
And so we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Recalling that meal and honoring that life, eating this bread and drinking 
this cup, we thank you, God, for making us part of the ongoing story of 
your Love and Life. Now, we pray, send your Holy Spirit on us and on 
these gifts of bread and wine, that we may once again encounter Christ’s 
Love and be transformed by Christ’s Life. 

 
 

Sharing the Meal 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. This is 
Jesus' table: he welcomed everyone, and so do we. 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give you thanks, Holy God, that in this meal, Jesus Christ, Love 
resurrected, has met us once again in this garden and touched and 
transformed us with Life. May the peace of the Resurrected One – the 
challenging peace of committed life, the liberating peace of selfless love, 
the vibrant peace of new possibility – recall us to radical living, empower 
us for rich loving, and transform us with radiant joy.  Alleluia! Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 

Hymn  Signs and Wonders 

 
 

Blessing Amen. 
 

Sending Announcements 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude  Postilion, Gordon Young 
 

Our first act of love is to greet those standing near us and around us. 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Common English Bible (CEB) Copyright © 2011 by Common English Bible 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Common-English-Bible-CEB/
http://www.commonenglishbible.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Kay Ernsthausen 
ASL Interpreter Tori Reed 
Reader Kay Ernsthausen 
Cantor Jennifer Young 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chimes Choir Director Karen Kent 
Verger Wendy Stoica 
Producer Tom Mimlitch, Sue Yehling 
 

Noisy Offering will go to ELCA Disaster Relief. 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER MAY 2 - 9 

Today 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
  with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am ZOOM Adult Education 

Tuesday 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and ZOOM Bible Study 
 5:00 pm ZOOM Outreach Team 
 6:30 pm ZOOM A Brewing Faith 

Wednesday 1:00 pm RLC at LSS Food Pantry 

Next Sunday 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
  with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am ZOOM Adult Education 

 
 

 


