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Opening Ourselves to Hearing Something New
When I did a series of messages on the Lord’s Prayer earlier this summer, I had us
read a version of the Lord’s Prayer we weren’t familiar with. It was written in the
late 1980s by James England Cotter, a priest in the Church of England. He
wanted to expand on some of the phrases in that prayer so we might hear them in
fresh ways.

This is the version, with a slight adaptation I’ve made, noted in brackets:

Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we [inflict and the hurts we] absorb, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and for ever. Amen.

Fifteen people gathered for the adult class after we read that prayer together. Most
of the people in that class had very positive things to say about that prayer. People
found the new images brought the familiar words and phrases alive for them in
ways they’d never experienced before. Some said they appreciated the way it
brought in language for God that wasn’t exclusively male. Others said they’d never
understood what it meant to talk about God “in heaven,” since that makes it sound
like a geographical location no one can locate. So when this version states, “Loving
God, in whom is heaven,” they find that avoids this issue while it offers a
compelling vision of God holding all that is, including all who have died.

Some appreciated the way it starts with language that speaks to the different
energies of the Trinity and does so using images that spark the imagination. A few
said they weren’t sure what “trial” was being addressed in the version we use
which states, “Save us from the time of trial.” They didn’t know if this refers to a
last judgment or what. They really liked what Father Cotter does with this:

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
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The Redeemer Community

RLC'’s Current Worship Protocol: Love Your Neighbor

* We strongly encourage all people to wear masks in worship and in other larger group settings.

* Both sides of the sanctuary are set up for social distancing.

* Those who wish may stand during the opening and closing hymns and the reading of the Gospel.

* During the passing of the peace, we suggest you wave or place your palms together under your chin in
the “namaste” posture as a way to share the peace in a distanced way.

* Individual communion elements are available to pick up insider the Sanctuary door.

* If you wish to use one of the first-floor bathrooms, please follow instructions in the bathroom about
disinfecting it after your use. Only one person at a time in the restrooms.

Help Needed for Next Food Giveaway September 16
Because many of the regulars will be away this week, help is needed for the next LSS-MOFC Food
Giveaway scheduled for Thursday, September 16 from 3 to 6 p.m. on the Redeemer parking lot. Don’t
know what that entails? Call the church office at 614-237-1263 or email Sue Watson at
Sue.Watson@columbus.rr.com with your questions. Sue notes, “We guarantee you’ll have a great time
helping others!”

The “extra giveaway” this month will be personal items (soap, shampoo, toothpaste, dental floss,
body lotion, nail care kits, etc.). Sue reports that the giveaway’s guests truly are thankful for the extras
that Redeemer is able to offer through the congregation’s generous donations. Donations for September
can be dropped off at the church and left on the shelf in the coat room.

The final giveaway is scheduled for Thursday, October 21.

Pastor’s Email Hacked Again
In the past couple of weeks, many Redeemer members have received an email that appears to be from
Pastor Dave. It asks for help and if you replay, subsequent emails ask you to purchase gift cards.
Pastor will NEVER ask you to do this — but scammers will.
Please let the office know if you receive such an email, but DO NOT reply and certainly DO
NOT purchase gift cards.
“We all need to be especially alert to those who are desperate enough to try this kind of trick.”

Don Luck to Discuss Jesus as ‘Son of God’
Don Luck, professor emeritus of systematic theology at Trinity Lutheran Seminary is presenting a four-
part exploration of the person and significance of Jesus that reflects contemporary biblical and
theological scholarship and that reaches beyond popular assumptions by many both within and outside the
Christian community. The Adult Education sessions started this past Sunday and run from 11:15 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. following the Sunday worship service in Room 2 and on Zoom. Here are the themes he will be
addressing over the next three weeks:
September 19: Re-introducing Jesus as ‘Son of God.” What happens when we begin not with a divine
reality [“the Eternal ‘Son’”] but the thoroughly human Jesus and some Jewish assumptions? Dr. Luck
points to Jesus “here on earth” in order to properly understand references to “the Son” who came “down
from heaven.”
September 26: Re-introducing Jesus and the Trinity. Because Jesus and God are firmly linked,
Christian language about God gets complicated. The result sounds like an exotic — if not irrational —
mathematical formula to be taken “on faith.” Dr. Luck will explore the meaning of God’s “tri-unity.”
October 2: Re-introducing Jesus and Non-Christians. Numbers of informed voices in the Christian
community are challenging St. Cyprian’s assertion that “No one can have God as Father without having
the Church as Mother.” Find out why and how.
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To join the group via Zoom, go to the Zoom app and then enter the following information:
Meeting 1D: 868 0452 7196; Passcode: 229032. To participate by phone, call 646-876-9923. If you don’t
have the Zoom app, you can join the meeting by copying and pasting the following web address in your
browser: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86804527196?pwd=WVNPejFLQUpPL TjlIFVKkc3czVubTRZdz09.

CROP Walk Seeks Donations Now to Aid Haiti

The CROP Walk, scheduled for Sunday, October 3 this year, is rapidly approaching!! Walking this year
are Connie Criswell, Heidi Sherer, Wendy Stoica and Kathy Zwanziger. If you wish to sign up as a
walker or to donate, the Redeemer Team page can be found online at
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/redeemer-lutheran-church-2

While the walk is set for October, donations are being sought now for assisting people in Haiti
following the devastating earthquake on the island.

Donations can be made online at the above address or via cash or checks made out to
CWS/CROP and given to any of the walkers.

An Update from Jill Disbro
Daughter of the congregation, Jill Disbro, who has been on internship from seminary over the past year,
shared the following update:

“Greetings, Redeemer! As you know, this past year | was on internship at Our Redeemer Church
in Garden Grove, CA. It has been a wonderful year, even during COVID. Being in Southern California
we were able to meet outside for worship during most of the pandemic and eventually in our sanctuary as
well. | got a lot of great practice preaching and leading worship, leading Bible Study, and working with
our Grief Support Group. | also got to work with a nearby Spanish-speaking congregation, where |
preached several times in Spanish and worked with children and youth in the community. | learned a lot
this past year and have really enjoyed getting to grow in the pastor role.

“l completed my internship last week and wanted to share a little bit of news about what is next
for me. | just started working as the new director of admission at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary
(the seminary | attended in Berkeley, CA)! In this position | am responsible for recruiting prospective
students, walking with them as they discern, hosting discernment weekends and visit events here at the
seminary, and much more. It's a called position and the previous director of admission was ordained into
this role as a specialized ministry call. My hope is to pursue that path as well, although it is not a
guarantee that this alternative path will be approved by the conference of bishops for ordination. Either
way, though, I'm really excited for this opportunity to serve the seminary and contribute to the way the
seminary is training leaders for the future of the church. Just in my first few days, I've really been able to
feel like I'm in the right place at this time in my ministry journey.

“Thanks to all of you for your continued support and prayers. Redeemer has been such an
important partner for me in this path, and I'm grateful for all the ways the church and individuals have
supported and encouraged me financially, emotionally, and spiritually. Many blessings on the coming
months as we all continue to adjust to ever-changing COVID realities. You are all in my heart and
prayers.”

Tuesday Bible Study Looks at Jesus’ Parables Sept. 14
The Tuesday Bible Study continues its study of Jesus’ parables on Tuesday, September 14. It meets both
in-person here at church and on Zoom from 1-2:30 p.m.

To join the group via Zoom, go to the Zoom app and then enter the following information:
Meeting ID: 871 3736 6983; Passcode: 619946. To participate by phone, call 646-876-9923. If you don’t
have the Zoom app, you can join the meeting by copying and pasting the following web address in your
browser: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87137366983?pwd=TONoUUS0ORMNYN1YrajhpZ2hGR09pdz09 .
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Brewing Faith Set for Tuesday, September 14
Redeemer’s small group Brewing Faith will gather this week on Tuesday, September 14 at 6:30 p.m. on
Zoom. To join the group via Zoom, go to the Zoom app and then enter the following information:
Meeting ID: 841 6262 0898; Passcode: 957514. To participate by phone, call 646-876-9923. If you don’t
have the Zoom app, you can join the meeting by copying and pasting the following web address in your
browser: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84162620898?pwd=WXpkY0Y20St1laEpOMIALIOUXPTTIyZz09.

First English Block Party CANCELLED
Kay Ernsthausen reports that the First English Block Party that had been set for Saturday, September 18
has been cancelled due to the increase in COVID numbers. This is of particular concern because a large
number of attendees would be children — who can’t be vaccinated.
The church hopes to have the Block Party next year.

Sister Act’s September Activity: Individual Service Projects
Carol Heacock reports that Sister Act traditionally participates in a service project for its September
activity. “This year, we are leaving the choice to each individual sister. We have all been given a
multitude of gifts, which we can readily share with others. Let us, each one, decide how we want to
celebrate and show our gratitude to our Lord for His gifts to us by doing something for a friend, family
member, or a stranger.

“Maybe Being Bold [Sister Act’s theme for the year] means serving in a way you've never tried
before. Maybe Being Bold for you is reaching out to someone you don't know very well, but you sense
could use a friend. Use your creativity, if you see someone and sense a need, think about what you could
say or do to show the Love of Christ.”

She provides the following ideas:

- “Maybe you have a family member or neighbor who doesn't get out much, you could pick up a mum for
their porch.

- “Years ago, a friend was going through a difficult time, so a group of us wrote quotes, Bible verses, and
loving comments and filled a jar. Each day for a month, she pulled out a slip of paper with words of
encouragement.

- “Michele Disbro shared that her parents, on their 50th anniversary, each guest was asked to write a
memory and share it with them. Her mom and dad collected all these notes and each day, would pull one
out, read the memory and pray for the person writing the note

- “It doesn't need to be something that takes a lot of time; intentionally smiling at a person you pass,
noticing a clerk's nametag and thanking them by name, and donating gently used winter clothes to the
Good Neighbors Picnic.

“If you would like to share an experience or idea with the group, please send me an email at
Heacock.Carol@gmail.com . To read of each other's encounters and experiences is a blessing shared.”

Good Neighbors Pichic Coming Sept. 25 to Wolf Park
The Good Neighbors Picnic will be held this year on Saturday, September 25 at Wolfe Park on the east
side of Columbus. Redeemer members and friends are invited to begin donating new or gently used
blankets and cold weather clothing and accessories to help provide for our homeless brothers and sisters
in the Columbus area.

This all-day event was started in 1999 by Redeemer member William McCulley along with a
few volunteers as part of the National Make a Difference Day. On the day of the Good Neighbors Picnic,
volunteers work to provide a day of celebration including food, music, games, books, family photos,
crafts, and shopping at a Free Store for blankets and winter clothing. In 2019, close to a thousand guests,
men, women, and children of all ages from local shelters, were transported to the park for this day of
celebration and fun.

The window is now closed for donating items for this year’s picnic.
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To learn more about the Good Neighbors Picnic, contact Carol Heacock at
Heacock.Carol@gmail.com .

Redeemer Garden Giveaway Continues This Saturday!
Redeemer continues picking the produce from its community garden and
sharing it with neighbors — probably through September. The garden giveaway
begins at 10 a.m. on Saturdays and is available until it's gone (sometimes by
10:30 am. or 11 am.!). Picking begins about 9 a.m. If you have any extra
produce from your garden, we encourage you to bring it over to share.

Our garden produce is available for anyone who would like some fresh
produce! Check us out!

Slots Available to Sponsor Flowers for Sunday Services
Since Redeemer has returned to in-person worship, there are lots of openings for folks to sponsor flowers
for the Sunday services now into early fall. The flowers, a beautiful addition to Redeemer’s livestream,
are a great way to recognize a loved one’s birthday, an anniversary or to honor an individual important in
your life.

A wide choice of dates are available. Cost is $20/bouquet. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin
board in the hall next to the Library along with the payment envelopes. For those not yet coming in to the
church, just call Office Manager Becky Trover to sign up. Flowers can be taken home after the Sunday
service or picked up later in the week.

Noisy Offering to Go to ELCA Disaster Relief Program
Redeemer’s Noisy Offering — that offering of loose “or noisy” change made during communion —
continues to be designated for the ELCA Disaster Relief Fund. Not only has Lutheran Disaster Relief
responded to the COVID-19 pandemic here in the United States but it has also responded in places around
the world, most notably now turning its attention to the coronavirus outbreak in India where it works with
partners and companion churches throughout the country. They are supporting communities by
distributing food and hygiene kits, conducting livelihood training for migrants, sharing information about
COVID-19 and promoting prevention practices.

Opening Ourselves to Hearing Something New cou:afiomp. 1

I explained the changes I made. The original version said, “In the hurts we absorb from one
another, forgive us.” That is a powerful confession that the traditional version doesn’t include. But this
doesn’t include hurts we inflict; it says nothing about damage we cause. So I added the phrase “we
inflict” and deleted “from one another.” That speaks to both, while also include hurts we inflict on
creation.

Because there was such a positive response to this version of the Lord’s Prayer, I took it to the
Worship Team to get their responses to it. Those members also felt it might open the congregation to
some new understandings of this prayer and the God we worship. So they are asking us to use this prayer
in worship the last Sunday of the month for the rest of the year. It will take the place of the traditional
words in the communion liturgy.

We invite you to notice what it’s like for you to pray these words. Pay attention to what phrases
and images from it speak to you and what new meanings emerge. It will likely feel awkward at first
because the words aren’t familiar. All of us will have to read the words instead of praying them by heart.

Over these next four months, let the Worship Team know your responses to this prayer. And
we’ll make decisions about whether to continue using it next year. Members of the Worship Team are
Michelle Clemence, Karen Kent, Julie Larson, Don Luck, Kathy Rapp, Wendy Stoica and me.

Thank you for your openness to exploring ways to keep our faith fresh and alive.

Dowe Shull
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Important Emails
Dshull@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating directly with Pastor Dave.
Info@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the office, Reflections newsletter, Office
Manager Becky Trover, healing prayer requests or for general information.
MemberCare@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the Member Care team about needs for
personal ministry such as in-home communion, a home visit, meals, etc.
FinSec@RedeemerLuth.com — use for stewardship campaigns.
Itgroup@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with Redeemer’s IT Team for items related to the
website.
Property@RedeemerLuth.com — use to report items that need repair in the church building.
SundaySchool@RedeemerLuth.com — use to offer suggestions for our Sunday School ministry.
Transportation@redeemerluth.com — use to request temporary transportation assistance.
Communications@redeemerluth.com — use to send church related announcements or pictures for sharing
on Redeemer’s social media sites. Another way is to tag Redeemer in the posts.

Publishing Deadlines for Reflections, Sunday Bulletins

For Reflections

. PLEASE SUBMIT PRIOR TO 5 P.M. ON SUNDAYS.

o Send to info@RedeemerLuth.com and put Reflections in subject line.

o Or leave a note in the Reflections mailbox at the top of the stairs outside the church office.
For Sunday Bulletins
The deadline for information to be published in Sunday bulletins is the Wednesday morning before.
That information can be sent to the above email: just put “Bulletin” in the subject line.

Prayers and Personals

Prayers for healing are asked for the mother of Chad Eberle who is facing heart surgery, and for the aunt
and uncle of Mike Shugert, Jim and Livvy Schleicher and for Sheryl Owen’s granddaughter Sophie,
who are all dealing with COVID-19.

Prayers for healing are also asked for Betty Weaver, sister of Kathie and Nancy Ehrich and a
former Redeemer member, who had major surgery recently.

+++

Member Directory Update: Michelle Clemence has a new address: 375 Hutchinson Ave., Rm. 201,
Columbus 43235.

Memorial Service Set for Don Williams
The memorial service for Don Williams has been set for Saturday, September 25 here at the church
beginning with visitation at 10 a.m. The service will be at 11 a.m. All are invited to a luncheon after the
service at the home of Dave Williams in Reynoldsburg.

September Birthdays
13-Ashley Bird 14-Elyce Herring
15-Kris Kauffman 15-Nancy Stinson
16-Grace Binau 16-Michele Disbro
16-Oliver Glover-Oakleaf 20-Paula Carson
21-Jenny Peresta 22-Adam Darst
24-Sheryl Owens 27-Becky Fisher
28-Faith Wick 29-Jennifer Young
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The Wider Church

Painters Sought for Eastside Project

Redeemer has been asked by the mission team of Unity Presbyterian Church to join them Monday,
September 27 and Tuesday, September 28 to do some painting for an eastside youth mentoring
program, ALL THAT. The Columbus Dispatch did a story on them in the August 30 issue.

No special skills are needed at all and you can work for whatever period of time fits your
schedule.

A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the hallway outside the Library. Contact Pastor Dave
if you’re interested or have questions.

Oesterlen Sponsors Speaker on Mental Health/Addiction

Oesterlen, a mental health treatment center for emotionally, behaviorally and psychologically troubled
children and youth in Springfield OH, is sponsoring a two-part online and in-person series for faith
communities on “Understanding Mental and Addiction.”

The second speaker is Wendy Doolittle on Thursday, September 16 at 3:30 p.m. She is the
CEO of McKinley Hall, a nonprofit in Springfield that provides substance abuse treatment and support
services. She will address understanding the brain and addiction.

This second of two sessions will be held at the Greater Grace Temple (3801 W. Leffel Lane,
Springfield) or can be watched online by registering at https://forms.gle/jtaqGPvnrLgL 768r7 .

Lutheran Disaster Response Assists Following Hurricane Ida

The headlines are filled with the devastation from Hurricane Ida, which made landfall near New Orleans
on Sunday, August 29 — exactly 16 years after Hurricane Katrina. As a strong Category 4 storm,
Hurricane Ida’s 150 mph winds, torrential rain and strong storm surge caused widespread flooding and
wind damage in Southeastern Louisiana and coastal Mississippi. Homes were flooded and debris has
clogged the roads. Strong winds knocked out power lines and electrical substations, leaving more than 1
million people without power, including the entirety of New Orleans. In some areas, electricity is not
expected to be restored for weeks.

While Ida weakened into a tropical storm as it moved inland it also caused devastating heavy
flooding in the Northeast.

The impact of Ida is yet to be fully assessed, but with a hurricane of this scale, rebuilding will be
costly and take years. With extensive experience in accompanying communities throughout the relief and
long-term recovery phases, Lutheran Disaster Response is working with local ELCA synods and Lutheran
social service organizations to coordinate a response to Hurricane Ida. Immediate needs will include food,
basic necessities and temporary housing. Long after the headlines change, Lutheran Disaster Response
will continue to accompany communities on the journey of rebuilding their homes and lives.

Your gifts will support survivors of Hurricane Ida. Gifts to "U.S. Hurricanes" — which can be
made online at https://tinyurl.com/2fp5syvu — be used in full to assist those affected by hurricanes until
the response is complete. “We pray that God’s presence will be felt in the midst of suffering and bring
comfort to those who are hurting. Together, we can show our neighbors that they are not alone.”

The Community Beyond

Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group Meets at RLC
Every second Thursday of each month a Dementia/Alzheimer’s caregiver support group meets in-person
at Redeemer Lutheran Church from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Meetings are open to all caregivers who wish to
attend. Most participants come from the immediate communities. There is no charge to attend.
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Within meetings, individuals share caregiver concerns and challenges; group participants provide
each other caring support, ideas for self-care, and everyday problem solving and care tips for the person
affected by dementia.

The caregiver group is an outreach of the Central Ohio Alzheimer’s Association. At the meetings
information is shared about the association’s services and those provided by other community agencies

Also, every third Thursday of each month, a virtural Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support
Group meets via Zoom, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. If you wish to attend, please register through the
Alzheimer’s Association Helpline, 800-272-3900. After registration, you will receive the Zoom link for
the online meeting. (Do not try to register on the national website which is experiencing problems.)

Folks may attend one or both meetings. For questions about registering, contact the group
facilitator, Dottie Odrosky at 614-237-9291.

Getting Ready for Sunday

17th Sunday after Pentecost, September 19, 2021

Lessons
Readings: James 3:13-18; Psalm 19:7-14; Mark 9:30-37

Prayer of the Day
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help us to
lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as
servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Intercessions & Thanksgiving

+ For the people of Grace Lutheran Church, Columbus.

+ For Redeemer community member LaVerna Reinoehl

Each week we remember in our prayers in worship those who cannot be with us and those with special
needs and concerns: Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Lea Spang, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Cora
Marquez, Mary Kennedy, Kelly Scott, Diane Louangrath, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and
Nancy Ehrich and their niece and sister-in-law, Stan Heacock, Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-
law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Lynn Belhorn’s friend MaryAnn, Shirley and Jack Miller,
Jon Denniss, Mary Bowling’s sister Val, Carolyn and Ed Klopfer, Nancy Stinson’s brother Tom Starkey,
Barbara and David Hairston, Grace and Ken Jones, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Kris
Kauffman, Karen Kent, Beatrice Watts Young, Arnell Comstock, Dottie Odrosky, Bob Gray, Damon
Stewart and family, Bob Rapp, Kathie Ehrich’s sister Betty Weaver, Mike Shugert’s aunt and uncle Livvy
and Jim Schleicher, Chad Eberle.

Worship Leaders

Presiding Minister Rev. Dave Shull
Assisting Minister Emily Ott
Interpreter Bryan Neal
Cantor Wendy Stoica
Organist Kathy Rapp
Pianist Karen Kent
Verger Wendy Stoica
Usher Neil Hoddinott

Producers Tom Mimlitch, Sue Yehling
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Flowers are given by Laura and Terry Warren in memory of Laura’s brother Bill Hudson.
Noisy Offering will be for ELCA Disaster Relief

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

Sunday Faith Exploration Class
Kc—/nﬁocfuc:bgjcsus as {Son of God’ ~ led by Don [ uck

Jn FPerson and on Zoom

This Week at Redeemer
September 14 — September 20, 2021

1:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

11a.m.
3-6 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

8:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:15a.m.

IN-PERSON & ZOOM Bible Study
A Brewing Faith via Zoom

Coffee and Conversation
LSS/Mid Ohio Food Collaborative Food GiveAway
RLC Garden Give Away

Chime Choir Rehearsal
IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship with Holy Communion
IN-PERSON & Z0OM Adult Education



