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Why RLC to No Longer Sing Hymns of David Haas 
Although Redeemer’s hymnal has only four of his hymns, David Haas has a rare 

gift of composing texts and music that find a home in us and bring our faith alive. 
 

Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 

Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 

(“You Are Mine”) 
 

We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

(“We are Called”) 
 

Rejoice, and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you! 

Rejoice, and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

(“Blessed Are They”) 
 

Haas’s hymns move us. And, given how many hymnals carry his works, we 

are not alone. 

So it is especially devastating to learn that, while he was creating them, 

Haas was grooming girls as young as 14 for later abuse, and sexually abusing 

women between 18-60 years of age. Altogether, 44 women have accused Haas of 

abuse over a 41-year period. While he initially called these charges “false, reckless, 

and offensive,” he later said, “To anyone I have harmed please know that I take full 

responsibility for my actions and am truly sorry. I am continuing with professional 

intervention to help me face and understand how my actions have violated your 

trust. I have continued to give prayerful thought to my actions and ask for 

forgiveness from anyone I have harmed — those individually and those in the 

church community who have been harmed because of these accusations. I believe 

in the God who loves all of us and pray for anyone I have harmed and pray for 

God's forgiveness.” (Sophie Vodvarka, “New report details 44 accounts of alleged 

abuse by David Haas,” National Catholic Reporter, Oct. 6, 2020) 

On November 2, 2020, five months after the first women came forward to 

accuse Haas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) announced that, 

"Both the ELCA and 1517 Media/Augsburg Fortress have taken steps to 

discontinue suggesting hymns by Haas in worship planning resources for this 

church and to amend existing resources currently available online. The ELCA and 

1517 Media have no plans to include his works in future resources and 

publications.”  

Redeemer’s Worship Team last month talked about whether or not the 

congregation should continue singing these hymns. They looked at several articles 

about Haas. One that was particularly moving was written by Mennonite pastor 

Melissa Florer-Bixler in the August 28, 2020 issue of Christian Century: 

“My congregation will not sing the songs of David Haas again. This isn’t 

because we are vindictive or because we lack grace. Thankfully for me, we don’t 

                                                                                                       cont’d on p. 6 
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The Redeemer Community 
RLC’s Current Worship Protocol: Love Your Neighbor 

* Masks are required in worship and in other larger group settings. 

* Both sides of the sanctuary are set up for social distancing. 

* Those who wish may stand during the opening and closing hymns and the reading of the Gospel. 

* During the passing of the peace, we suggest you wave or place your palms together under your chin in the “namaste” posture as 

a way to share the peace in a distanced way. 

* Individual communion elements are available to pick up insider the Sanctuary door. 

* If you wish to use one of the first-floor bathrooms, please follow instructions in the bathroom about disinfecting it after your 

use. Only one person at a time in the restrooms. 

* Please put cellphones on “airplane mode.” 
 

Worshippers Asked to Put Phones on Airplane Mode during 
Services 

To address issues with the livestreaming of Redeemer’s worship services, folks are being asked to put 

their phones on “airplane mode” for the duration of the services to cut down on the number of devices 

trying to access the Internet. 
 

Advent Devotional Booklets Available November 21 
Redeemer’s 2021 Advent Devotional Booklet will be available in the Narthex beginning Sunday, 

November 21, in regular and large print versions. The devotions will also be available on the Redeemer 

website: www.RedeemerLuth.com . 

If anyone would like a print version mailed to them, please let the office know. Those who would 

like to receive a daily email with that day's devotion, please contact the office. 

Entries for the booklet are due today, November 8. Please send them to Mary Benis (email 

mkbenis@yahoo.com) by for editing. If anyone will miss the deadline, they are asked to contact Connie 

Criswell at 614-471-5219 or via email at CAC56@columbus.rr.com. 
 

Redeemer to Serve at First English 
Redeemer will provide a carryout dinner at First English Lutheran Church on Thursday, November 11 

beginning at 4:30 p.m. The menu will be sloppy joes, chips, fruit cup, dessert and a Belvita for later. 

 Kay Ernsthausen asks that all food be at the church by 3 p.m. on November 11. The sloppy joes 

need to come hot. If that is a problem, there are volunteers who will pick up the sloppy joes hot and 

deliver them to First English. Just let Kay know if a pick-up is needed. Any questions please contact Kay 

by emailing her at KErnsthuasen@gmail.com or calling 614-288-8506. 

 Additional contributions of canned spaghetti sauce and pasta are sought to have on hand 

Thursday in case additional meals are needed beyond the 96 being planned for. 
 

Orders for Poinsettias for Christmas Now Being Taken 
Christmas Eve Poinsettias are now on sale. Red, white, and pink poinsettias run $7 per pot. The deadline 

to order is Sunday, November 28.  

To order, please complete the form on the envelope (which can be found on the bulletin board 

next to the library) and put the money, check or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. 

Flowers can be dedicated in memory of a loved one or in celebration of a person or event. If there is no 

dedication, they will be listed "to the Glory of God". Questions should be directed to Kay Ernsthausen at 

614-288-8506 or the church office. 
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A Guatemalan Story in Adult Ed on Nov. 14 
Janet Schneider, Richard Pautsch's sister, will lead the Sunday Adult Ed Class on November 14 to 

speak about her work in Rio Negro, Guatemala. Janet writes: “Rio Negro is a Maya Achi community of 

23 families located about four hours north of Guatemala City in the mountains along the Rio Chixoy, an 

area accessible only by boat or walking.  

“The beautiful area hides a dark history. 

“The Maya people suffered greatly during the Guatemalan Civil War (1960 -1996). In March of 

1982, government forces, supported and armed by the U.S., massacred 177 women and children from Rio 

Negro (which means Black River). The remaining inhabitants were eventually relocated when the water 

behind the hydroelectric dam flooded the community. Three families returned to the mountains in 1992. 

“In 2012, I visited Rio Negro as a tourist. After hearing the story and climbing to the site of the 

massacre, I was so moved, I felt compelled to make what small reparations I could on behalf of the 

American people. Assistance started with solar panels because there was no electricity! Other assistance 

has included, fishing nets, school supplies, food, shoes, clothing, fruit trees, small business loans and 

more. 

“I look forward to my twice-yearly visits to Rio Negro. Join me and hear the story of these 

resilient people. My bilingual Spanish/English book, Armadillos of the Black River, will be available for 

purchase as well as some of the weavings by the women of the community.” 
 

Help LSS Pack Thanksgiving Care Packages  
“THANKS to all who have filled a Thanksgiving dinner bag for the 

Lutheran Social Services (LSS) Food Pantry!” Most of them have been 

delivered already, Kathy Zwanziger reports. The rest need to be at the 

pantry by Tuesday, November 16. They can either be taken directly to the 

pantry (1460 S. Champion) or be left at church or Kathy’s home ahead of the 

November 16 deadline.  

Thanks for helping make Thanksgiving happier for many people. 
 

BREAD Annual Assembly Watch Party Set for Nov. 15 
BREAD has a list of issues that they are currently working on: 1. Jobs, 2. Elder Care, 3. Affordable 

Housing, 4. Gun Violence, 5. Juvenile Justice, and 6. the One ID Columbus Coalition.  

Part of the yearly BREAD cycle is to add one new issue to work on. They do this by conducting 

listening sessions to learn what people are concerned about and then compiling those results to make a list 

of possibilities for the new issue.  

This year, the list (including the results from Redeemer’s five House Meetings) includes: 

transportation, mental health, substance abuse, education, neighborhood safety, lack of access to health 

care and the environment (floods/storms, extreme heat/utility bills, contaminated air/water/land, lack of 

access to nutritious foods). 

The team members voted and narrowed that down to these three issues: mental health, 

neighborhood safety, and the environment.  

On Monday, November 15, at the Annual Assembly, the Network Members (including 20 from 

Redeemer) will vote to decide which of those issues is added. It will then join the other issues in being 

actively worked on by BREAD. 

BREAD network members who are passionate about an issue can join subcommittees to research 

the issue, find potential solutions, identify the policy makers who can get those solutions implemented 

and petition them to do so. 

Redeemer will have a watch party for the Annual Assembly zoom meeting on Monday, 

November 15. Whether or not you are a Network Member, you are welcome to come to see what it’s all 

about. 
 

https://freepngimg.com/png/35348-thanksgiving-picture
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Stewardship Appeal 
Thanks from the Stewardship Team to all who have returned their response cards, which were dedicated 

during worship services on Reformation Sunday. If you haven’t yet returned your card, please send it in 

as soon as possible so that it can be included in the total, which is important for planning purposes.  

If you need a replacement, just contact the church office or a Stewardship Team member. “We’re 

dreaming together for what can be accomplished in 2022 through Redeemer Lutheran Church.”  
 

Noisy Offering Will Now Go to ELCA World Hunger 
Starting with All Saints Day on Sunday, November 7, and running until Epiphany, the “Noisy Offering” 

– that is the offering of loose or “noisy” change made during communion -- will go to ELCA World 

Hunger.  

 Working with and through ELCA congregations (in the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. 

Virgin Islands), Lutheran churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely 

positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to animal 

husbandry, community meals to advocacy, gifts to ELCA World Hunger enable the ELCA to respond, 

supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty. 

By providing immediate relief to those who are hungry, ELCA World Hunger meets basic needs 

and recognizes the universal human right to food. But ending hunger is about more than food. By 

connecting people with the resources they need to produce food and gain access to clean water, education, 

health care and sources of income, long-term, sustainable change is fostered. To learn more, go to 

elca.org/hunger. 
 

RLC’s CROP Walk Team Raises $8,000 
Many thanks to all those who donated, walked, or otherwise supported the Redeemer Lutheran Team in 

this year’s CROP Hunger Walk on October 3. 

 Redeemer had four walkers: Kathleen Zwanziger, Wendy Stoica, Heidi Sherer and Connie 

Criswell. To maintain social distancing, they walked individually in parks or around our neighborhoods. 

 Redeemer’s team, which raised $8,000 to alleviate world hunger, was the #1 fundraiser in Central 

Ohio! Three weeks ago, they were #25 in the entire USA, although as donations have come in they are 

now at #40.   

Twenty-five percent of the money raised stays here in Franklin County, with the Mid-Ohio Food 

Collective as one of the beneficiaries. Yay, Team! 
 

Planning the 2022 Sister Act Calendar 
Sister Act will meet via Zoom on Wednesday, November 17 to begin to plan for 2022. The topic of "Joyful 

Revolutionaries" has been suggested as a focus for the next year. Pastor Dave has shared messages on this topic the 

past few Sundays, as Redeemer imagines where it might go, moving forward as the body of Christ.  

 In addition, the Fall Retreat for 2022 is set for Friday-Sunday, October 7-9. 

Members are asked to think about the following question in preparation for the planning meeting: 

1. What topics, books, articles, interests, or experiences might help us develop our understanding of what 

it's like to be a Joyful Revolutionary? 

2. What service projects might we include in our plans for the year 2022? It might be a project that fits into 

one gathering or an ongoing project over several months. 

3. What format should we plan for meeting together next year?  

To join the Zoom meeting, go to the Zoom app and enter the following information: Meeting ID: 811 2128 

3225; Passcode: 426031. If you don’t have the Zoom app, you can join the meeting by copying and pasting the 

following web address in your browser: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81121283225?pwd=UFpKcGRVWThWekVNUytmM2FVaFB6Zz09.  
 

  

https://www.elca.org/hunger
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Redeemer, Pastor Dave Seek Emergency Contact Info 
Pastor Dave and Redeemer’s Member Care Team would like to be able to contact members’ loved ones 

if something happens to you. Right now, the church doesn't have emergency contact information in the 

membership files. 

 The intent of this effort is for Redeemer members to provide contacts outside the immediate 

household. The church office already usually has that information.  

As a result, members are asked to email or call Office Manager Becky Trover with the 

information for someone you'd like us to contact if anything happens to you – and/or your partner. The 

Member Care Team thanks you. 
 

Tuesday Bible Study on Hiatus Nov. 9 
The Tuesday Bible Study is on hiatus Tuesday, November 9. It will resume on Tuesday, November 16.  
 

2022 Flower Chart Available 
Have an event to celebrate or remember? Somebody’s birthday to recognize? The chart to sign up for 

flowers for Sunday services in 2022 is now on the bulletin board next to the library.  

Flowers run $20 and can be paid ahead of the date by using the envelopes that are also available 

on the bulletin board. The envelope provides additional space for spelling out the designation – 

information that is shared in Reflections and the Sunday bulletin. 

For those not yet coming in to the church, just call Office Manager Becky Trover to sign up. 

Flowers can be taken home after the Sunday service or picked up later in the week.  
 

Special Funds Team Information; Sunday, Nov. 21 Deadline for 
Nominations for Memorial Funds 

The following information is provided to the Redeemer Lutheran Church (RLC) congregation by the 

Special Funds Team (SFT) as recommended in the SFT Charter. 

Memorial and Special Gifts Fund Information 

The Memorial and Special Gifts Fund receives gifts given to RLC in memory or in honor of an 

individual/group and these gifts other than usual contributions are considered “Special” by the 

Congregation Council. The fund may accept two kinds of gifts:  

 Unrestricted gifts - not restricted as to use by the donor. 

 Restricted gifts - restricted to use by the donor. 

Memorial Gifts Distribution Procedure: 

 The SFT shall announce to the congregation (at least annually) the purpose and availability of  

unrestricted gift monies in the fund, soliciting suggestions for its  use. The SFT shall recommend 

 to the Congregation Council any distribution of  the Memorial Gifts funds. 

The form to suggest recipients for the Memorial Funds is attached to today’s Reflections. 

Fill it out and either place in the offering plate on Sunday or return to the church office by Sunday, 

November 21. 

Special Gifts: Mary Kohler Ministry Fund Distribution Procedure: 

 Applications for educational purposes and for new and existing RLC neighborhood ministries  

receive priority. 

 The SFT shall announce to the congregation (at least annually) the purpose and availability of the  

monies in the fund and solicit suggestions for use. The SFT may recommend a distribution of  

funds to the Congregation Council. The funds are distributed at the direction of the Congregation  

Council. 
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Why RLC to No Longer Sing Hymns of David Haas cont’d from p. 1 

expect perfection in our leaders. We have no qualms about the difficult and complicated act of living. 

“But we do want to assure all those who would follow in the steps of David Haas [and others] 

who use their position of authority to take advantage of others – that they are not indispensable. We will 

mourn their loss for a time, but there are other songs to sing. Eventually, “Blest Are They” will leave my 

memory, replaced by a new tune. 

“In the gospels, Jesus’ constant frustration is his disciples’ jockeying to secure positions of power 

within his orbit. … Leaders like these men calculate their wealth, institutional standing, and social 

influence and conclude that we cannot get by without them. They are essential. We, the ordinary people 

who show up to church to sing and pray, need their thoughts, writings, and songs. Their gifts and 

leadership will shield them from the fallout from their bad behavior. 

“It is incumbent upon the church to prove them wrong. By putting down the books of abusers and 

the hymns of predators we are not refusing forgiveness or denying hopes for redemption. We are making 

clear that no individual, no matter how charismatic or how great their following, is more important than a 

survivor of that person’s abuse.” 

These words, and others in the Worship Team’s discussion, led them to conclude that, “We, too, 

will no longer be asking you to sing any hymns by David Haas in worship. Our hymns are one of the 

central ways we worship God. How can we ask any survivors of abuse to sing words someone wrote 

while they were victimizing God’s beloved? We can’t. And we won’t.” 

Redeemer Lutheran Church Worship Team:  

Michelle Clemence, Karen Kent, Julie Larson, Don 

Luck, Kathy Rapp, Dave Shull, and Wendy Stoica 

 

Sign Up Now to Read at Worship Services 
Readers for Sunday morning services can now sign up for dates now through the end of the year. Youth 

are also encouraged to volunteer. The sign-up sheet can be found on the bulletin board next to the 

Library.  

Readings are sent out the week before to give folks a chance to go through the lessons ahead of 

Sunday mornings. 
 

Important Emails 
Dshull@RedeemerLuth.com – use for communicating directly with Pastor Dave. 

Info@RedeemerLuth.com – use for communicating with the office, Reflections newsletter, Office 

Manager Becky Trover, healing prayer requests or for general information. 

MemberCare@RedeemerLuth.com – use for communicating with the Member Care team about needs for 

personal ministry such as in-home communion, a home visit, meals, etc. 

FinSec@RedeemerLuth.com – use for stewardship campaigns. 

Itgroup@RedeemerLuth.com – use for communicating with Redeemer’s IT Team for items related to the 

website. 

Property@RedeemerLuth.com – use to report items that need repair in the church building. 

SundaySchool@RedeemerLuth.com – use to offer suggestions for our Sunday School ministry. 

Transportation@redeemerluth.com – use to request temporary transportation assistance. 

Communications@redeemerluth.com – use to send church related announcements or pictures for sharing 

on Redeemer’s social media sites. Another way is to tag Redeemer in the posts. 
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Publishing Deadlines for Reflections, Sunday Bulletins 
For Reflections 

• PLEASE SUBMIT PRIOR TO 5 P.M. ON SUNDAYS. 

• Send to info@RedeemerLuth.com and put Reflections in subject line. 

• Or leave a note in the Reflections mailbox at the top of the stairs outside the church office. 

For Sunday Bulletins 

The deadline for information to be published in Sunday bulletins is the Wednesday morning before. 

That information can be sent to the above email: just put “Bulletin” in the subject line. 
 

Prayers and Personals 
Prayers for comfort are asked for the Marshall Edginton Family on the death of his wife Harretta’s 

grandmother in Baton Rouge. 

 In addition, prayers for healing are asked for Nancy Steiner and Emily Kent who are recovering 

from surgery and for Bill Boys who is recovering from a fall. 

 Prayers are also asked the families of the Redeemer members who were commemorated All 

Saints Sunday on November 7: Val Farnham, Pamela Reed, Doretha Holland, Sue Baker, Bernice 

Stewart and Bob Gray. 
 

Candidates for Church Council Sought 
Individuals to run for Church Council for 2022-23 are being sought. Open positions include vice 

president, special funds, financial secretary, member care and worship. If interested, please contact 

Wendy Stoica. 
 

A Thank You 
Thanks to those of you who brought your papers to shred to Berwick School to support the Berwick Civic 

Association in their support of foster kids. Many people came by with suitcases/duffle bags/backpacks for 

foster kids to use when transitioning to a new home. Not having to use a trash bag will be a real 

confidence-builder! Thank you! 
 

Pastor Dave on Study Leave 
Pastor Dave will be on study leave between Sunday afternoon, November 7 and the end of the day on 

Sunday, November 14. If you have a pastoral emergency during this time, please contact Pastor Dan 

Hille of Faith Lutheran Church in Whitehall at 614-832-2461. Rev. Dr. Cheryl Peterson will lead the 

worship on Sunday, November 14. 
 

Updated Redeemer Directory Available 
Redeemer’s Directory of members has been updated. To receive an electronic copy or to have a hard copy 

mailed to you, please contact the church office at 614-237-1263 or via email to info@redeemerluth.com . 

Hard copies are available at the church and can be found under the bulletin board in the hallway off the 

Narthex.  
 

November Birthdays 
9-Ruth Murray   13-Emily Ott 

16-Karen Collins   18-Carla Baldogo 

19-Carolyn Klopfer   20-Zak Hinkle-Moore 

21-Andy Jacobs   23-Chelsea Gordon 

23-Carolyn Moehring McMeans   24-Judith Bird 

24-Sarah Highland   25-Dereck Stewart 

26-Grace Montgomery   28-Dave Shull 

29-Mary Bowling   

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
mailto:info@redeemerluth.com
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The Wider Church 
LMC Sponsors Family Advent Retreat 

Lutheran Memorial Camp (LMC) is sponsoring a Family Advent Retreat December 3-5. Families are 

encouraged to enjoy a weekend getaway in nature. The weekend also includes games, crafts, devotions, 

hikes and more. To learn more and to register, go to https://www.lomocamps.org/familyadventretreat . 

Registration deadline is two weeks before the event. 
 

The Community Beyond 
Columbus Pride Bands Present Concert 

The Columbus Pride Bands will present a concert on Sunday, November 14 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Watkins Memorial High School Performing Arts Center in Pataskala. 

 Tickets run $15/presale or $20 at the door. You 18 and under are $5. For more information or to 

purchase tickets, go to www.ColumbusPrideBands.org/tickets . 
 

Ahrens to Keynote IACO Annual Meeting 
Rev. Tim Ahrens will keynote the annual meeting of the Interfaith Association of Central Ohio (IACO) 

on Sunday, November 14 at the First Congregational Church (444 E. Broad St., Columbus). The theme 

is “Faith and Interfaith in Times of Transition.” The event runs from 2-4 p.m. For additional information 

about the event and/or IACO, go to https://bit.ly/IACOAnnual . Or call 614-849-0290 for additional 

information. 

Getting Ready for Sunday 
25th Sunday after Pentecost, November 14, 2021 

Lessons 
Readings: Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16; Hebrews 10:11-14, [15-18], 19-25; Mark 13:1-8 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us faith to be steadfast amid the 

tumults of this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your will is done through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Intercessions & Thanksgiving 
+ For the people of Messiah Lutheran Church, Reynoldsburg. 

+ For Redeemer community member Mike Shugart. 

Each week we remember in our prayers in worship those who cannot be with us and those with special 

needs and concerns: Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Lea Spang, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Cora 

Marquez, Mary Kennedy, Kelly Scott, Diane Louangrath, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and 

Nancy Ehrich and their niece and sister-in-law, Stan Heacock, Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-

law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Shirley and Jack Miller, Jon Denniss, Mary Bowling’s 

sister Val, Nancy Stinson’s brother Tom Starkey, Barbara and David Hairston, Grace and Ken Jones, 

John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Kris Kauffman, Karen Kent, Beatrice Watts Young, Arnell 

Comstock, Dottie Odrosky, Damon Stewart, Kathie Ehrich’s sister Betty Weaver, Chad Eberle’s mother, 

Emily Kent 
 

  

https://www.lomocamps.org/familyadventretreat
http://www.columbuspridebands.org/tickets
https://bit.ly/IACOAnnual
file:///D:/Users/Marcene%20Mounts/Documents/2019%20REFLECTIONS/Vol.%2023-49%2012-9-2019%20Draft.docx%23GettingReadyforSunday
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Worship Leaders 

Presiding Minister Dr. Cheryl Peterson 

Assisting Minister  Julianne Johnson 

Interpreter Bryan Neal 

Crucifer Skye Andree 

Cantor Scott Steiner 

Organist Kathy Rapp 

Pianist Karen Kent 

Verger Michelle Clemence 

Usher Kathleen Zwanziger 

Producers Tom Mimlitch, Sue Yehling 
 

Flowers are given by Sue Yehling in memory of Don Yehling 

Noisy Offering will be for ELCA World Hunger 
 

Sunday Faith Exploration Class 

Adult Education: A Guatemalan Story -- Janet Schneider 

In Person and on Zoom 
 

This Week at Redeemer 
November 9 – November 15, 2021 

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. ZOOM A Brewing Faith 

Thursday 6:30 p.m. Caregivers Support Group 

Sunday 8:45 a.m. Chime Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 a.m. IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship with Holy Communion 

 11:15 a.m. Education for All ages 

  Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 


