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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Assistive hearing devices are available from the ushers. 
 

Love Your Neighbor 

• Masks are required coming into the building and in the Narthex. Folks wishing to continue wearing 
masks for worship are encouraged to sit in the pews on the north side of the Sanctuary; those who wish 
to remove their masks may sit on the south side of the Sanctuary. 

• Those who wish may stand during the opening and closing hymns and the reading of the Gospel. 

• During the passing of the peace, we suggest you place your palms together under your chin in the "namaste" 
posture as a way to share the peace in a distanced way. 

• Individual communion elements are available to pick up inside the Sanctuary door or folks can now 
choose to receive communion at the front of the church from masked servers distributing individual 
cups for the wine/grape juice. 

• If you wish to use one of the first-floor bathrooms, please follow instructions in the bathroom about 
disinfecting it after your use. Only one person at a time in the restrooms. 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Prelude Day by Day, arr. John Carter 
 
 

Welcome 
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Hymn  For the Beauty of the Earth 

 
 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise  
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Please be seated 
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 

Reading Genesis 18:20-33   (The Message, inclusivized) 

A reading from the book of Genesis 
 

God told Abraham, “The cries of the victims in Sodom and Gomorrah are 
deafening; the sin of those cities is immense. I’m going down to see for 
myself, see if what they’re doing is as bad as it sounds. Then I’ll know.” 

Those who had been visiting Abraham and Sarah set out for Sodom, but 
Abraham stood in God’s path, blocking the way. 

Abraham confronted God: “Are you serious? Are you planning on getting 
rid of the good people right along with the bad? What if there are fifty 
decent people left in the city; will you lump the good with the bad and get 
rid of the lot? Wouldn’t you spare the city for the sake of those fifty 
innocents? I can’t believe you’d do that, kill off the good and the bad 
alike as if there were no difference between them. Doesn’t the Judge of 
all the Earth judge with justice?” 

God said, “If I find fifty decent people in the city of Sodom, I’ll spare the 
place just for them.” 

Abraham came back, “Do I, a mere mortal made from a handful of dirt, dare 
open my mouth again to my Master? What if the fifty fall short by five—
would you destroy the city because of those missing five?” 

God said, “I won’t destroy it if there are forty-five.” 
Abraham spoke up again, “What if you only find forty?” 
“Neither will I destroy it if for forty.” 
He said, “Don’t be irritated with me, but what if only thirty are found?” 
“No, I won’t do it if I find thirty.” 
He pushed on, “I know I’m trying your patience, Master, but how about for 

twenty?” 
“I won’t destroy it for twenty.” 
He wouldn’t quit, “Don’t get angry, Master—this is the last time. What if you 

only come up with ten?” 
“For the sake of only ten, I won’t destroy the city.” 
When God finished talking with Abraham, God left.  And Abraham went 

home. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 85 

 
 

You have been gracious to your | land, O LORD; 
 you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob. 
You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people 
 and blotted out | all their sins. 
You have withdrawn | all your fury 
 and turned yourself from your wrathful | indignation. 
Restore us then, O | God our Savior; 
 let your anger de- | part from us. 
Will you be displeased with | us forever? 
 Will you prolong your anger from | age to age? 
Will you not give us | life again, 
 that your people may re- | joice in you? 
Show us your steadfast | love, O LORD, 
 and grant us | your salvation. 
I will listen to what the LORD | God is saying; 
 for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn 

their | hearts to you. 
Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell | in our land. 
Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
 righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 
 and our land will | yield its increase. 
Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 
 and shall prepare for | God a pathway. 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel Luke 11:1-13   (New Living Translation, inclusivized) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he finished, one of his 
disciples came to him and said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John 
taught his disciples.” 

Jesus said, “This is how you should pray:  
“Abba God, may your name be kept holy. 
 May your reign come soon. 
Give us each day the food we need,  
and forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And don’t let us yield to temptation.” 

Then, teaching them more about prayer, he used this story: “Suppose you 
went to a friend’s house at midnight, wanting to borrow three loaves of 
bread. You say, ‘A friend of mine has just arrived for a visit, and I have 
nothing for him to eat.’ And suppose your friend calls out from the 
bedroom, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is locked for the night, and my 
family and I are all in bed. I can’t help you.’ But I tell you this—though 
your friend won’t do it for friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking long 
enough, your friend will get up and give you whatever you need because 
of your shameless persistence.  

“And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. 
Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will 
be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who 
seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 

“You parents—if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake 
instead? Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of 
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course not! So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Abba in heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Message  SNAKES INSTEAD OF FISH, SCORPIONS INSTEAD OF EGGS? 
 
 

Musical Reflection  Spirit, Open My Heart, Ruth Duck 
 Heidi Sherer 
Refrain 

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving. 
Spirit, open my heart. 

 

God, replace my stony heart 
with a heart that's kind and tender. 
All my coldness and fear 
to your grace I now surrender.  Refrain 
 

Write your love upon my heart 
as my law, my goal, my story. 
In each thought, word, and deed, 
may my living bring you glory.  Refrain 
 

May I weep with those who weep; 
share the joy of friend and neighbor. 
As I live from day to day, 
love will be my finest labor.  Refrain 
 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 
Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Let us confess our faith in the Triune God as expressed in these historic 

words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Cora Marquez, Mary Kennedy, 

Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and Nancy Ehrich and their sister Betty Weaver, 
Stan Heacock, Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, 
Jon Denniss, Mary Bowling’s sister Val, Grace and Ken Jones, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, 
Kris Kauffman, Chad Eberle’s mother, Sam Hudson, nephew of Laura and Terry Warren who is 
deployed to Bulgaria, Kelley Frank, Brittany Amon, Becky Trover’s sister Maddie Sutphin 

The people of Grace Lutheran Church, Pickerington; Redeemer community members Judith and 
Ashley Bird 

 
 

Children’s Time 
 
 

Sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Share signs of peace with each other. 
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WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

God, you are before all things; you are beyond all things; and in the midst 
of all things and all peoples you have made yourself known. 

In Israel’s ancient codes and prophetic oracles, in stories of women and 
men, of communities and nations seeking identity, feeling their strength, 
and struggling with their weakness, you have made yourself known. 

In Jesus of Nazareth, in compassion for the outcast, forgiveness for the 
fallen, hope for the poor and hungry; in his life poured out for others and 
broken by hatred and fear, you have made yourself known. 

Therefore we join our praises with all who have come before us, 
celebrating your power in goodness and your might in compassion, as 
we sing: 
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We greet the one who comes in your name: your true light, your true love, 
the bread of compassion, the wine of renewal. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, Jesus took bread, 
gave you thanks, broke it, and gave it to his friends, saying, “Take this 
and eat: This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember 
me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this to remember me.” 

Come to us, Spirit of our Lord of love, and let the bread and wine before us 
bear your life to our life, nourish us with his vision of hope, and unite us 
in one body of peace. 

Nourish us with your brokenness, renew us with your poured out life, 
empower us with your powerlessness, that we may take root in your 
risen life and bear fruit in your world. 

We commit ourselves to walk in your way as we pray: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Meal 
 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Jesus welcomed all to this meal. 
So do we. 

 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. 
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Hymn  By Your Hand You Feed Your People 
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Hymn  All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
God of compassion, we thank you for nourishing us with the bread of life 

and the wine of hope.  As in Christ your love flowed out to those around 
him, so let your love flow through us to others.  As in Christ your life was 
broken, so let your life meet us in our brokenness and fill us all with joy, 
through Jesus, our life and our joy. Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate 
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Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart, arr. Pepper Choplin 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 

The Message (MSG) ©1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 Eugene H. Peterson 
New Living Translation, ©1996, 2004, 2015 Tyndale House Foundation 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Karen Collins 
Cantor Scott Steiner 
ASL Interpreter Bryan Neal 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Neil Hoddinott 
Verger Michelle Clemence 
Communion Prep Katie Jacobs, Diane Brobeck 
Producers Michele Disbro, Tom Mimlitch 
Hospitality Kathy Mimlitch 
 

Flowers are dedicated by Ruth Murray and Donna Voelkel celebrating their 
20th anniversary as RLC members. 

Noisy Offering will go to the Columbus Diaper Bank. 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER JULY 24 - 31 
 

Today 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
  with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Sermon TalkBack 

Tuesday 7:00 pm Journaling Workshop 

Wednesday 7:00 pm IN-PERSON and ZOOM 
  Summer Book Study 

Saturday 10:00am Garden Giveaway 

Next Sunday 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
  with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Sermon TalkBack 
 


