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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Assistive hearing devices are available from the ushers. 
 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

Prelude In the Cross of Christ I Glory, arr. Wilbur Held 
 
 

Welcome 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Draw the Circle Wide 

 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

 

 
 

Please be seated 
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 

Reading Romans 4:1-5, 16-18   (The Message, inclusivized) 

A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the early church at Rome 
 

How do we fit what we know of Abraham, our first parent in the faith, into a 
new way of looking at things? If Abraham, by what he did for God, got 
God to approve him, he could certainly have taken credit for it. But the 
story we’re given is a God-story, not an Abraham-story. What we read in 
Scripture is, “Abraham entered into what God was doing for him, and that 
was the turning point. He trusted God to set him right instead of trying to 
be right on his own.” 

If you’re a hard worker and do a good job, you deserve your pay; we don’t 
call your wages a gift. But if you see that the job is too big for you, that 
it’s something only God can do, and you trust God to do it—you could 
never do it for yourself no matter how hard and long you worked—well, 
that trusting-God-to-do-it is what gets you set right with God, by God. 
Sheer gift. 

This is why the fulfillment of God’s promise depends entirely on trusting 
God and God’s way, and then simply embracing God and God’s actions.  
God’s promise arrives as pure gift. That’s the only way everyone can be 
sure to get in on it, those who keep the religious traditions and those who 
have never heard of them. For Abraham is parent of us all. He is not our 
racial parent—that’s reading the story backward. Abraham is our faith 
parent. 

We call Abraham “parent” not because he got God’s attention by living like 
a saint, but because God made something out of Abraham when he was 
a nobody. 

 

May we listen for what the Spirit is saying to the church Amen. 
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Psalm 121 

 
 

I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
 from where is my | help to come? 
My help comes | from the LORD, 
 the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 
 nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; 
the LORD watches | over you; 
 the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
the sun will not strike | you by day, 
 nor the | moon by night. 
The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
 and will | keep your life. 
The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
 from this time forth for- | evermore. 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel John 3:1-8, 16-18   (The Message, inclusivized) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

There was a man of the Pharisee sect, Nicodemus, a prominent leader 
among the Jews. Late one night he visited Jesus and said, “Rabbi, we all 
know you’re a teacher straight from God. No one could do all the God-
pointing, God-revealing acts you do if God weren’t in on it.” 

Jesus said, “You’re absolutely right. Take it from me: Unless a person is 
born from above, it’s not possible to see what I’m pointing to—to God’s 
beloved community.” 

“How can anyone,” said Nicodemus, “be born who has already been born 
and grown up? You can’t re-enter your mother’s womb and be born 
again. What are you saying with this ‘born-from-above’ talk?” 

Jesus said, “You’re not listening. Let me say it again. Unless a person 
submits to this original creation—the ‘wind-hovering-over-the-water’ 
creation, the invisible moving the visible, a baptism into a new life—it’s 
not possible to enter God’s beloved community. When you look at a 
baby, it’s just that: a body you can look at and touch. But the person who 
takes shape within is formed by something you can’t see and touch—the 
Spirit—and becomes a living spirit. 

“So don’t be so surprised when I tell you that you have to be ‘born from 
above’—out of this world, so to speak. You know well enough how the 
wind blows this way and that. You hear it rustling through the trees, but 
you have no idea where it comes from or where it’s headed next. That’s 
the way it is with everyone ‘born from above’ by the wind of God, the 
Spirit of God.” 
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“This is how much God loved the world: God sent the Only Begotten One 
into the world so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in the Only 
Begotten, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all 
the trouble of sending the Only Begotten merely to point an accusing 
finger, telling the world how bad it was. This One came to help, to put the 
world right again. Anyone who trusts in the Only Begotten is acquitted; 
those who refuse to trust have long since been under the death sentence 
without knowing it. And why? Because, when introduced, they failed to 
believe in this one-of-a-kind Only Begotten of God.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Message  THE DISCIPLINED REFUSAL TO INFLICT PAIN ON ANOTHER 
 
 

Ministry of Music 

 Believe Marcia Bentley and Jimbo Stevens 
  Senior Choir, Marit Johnson horn 
 

The mount that soars in majesty, the rolling fields, the flowering trees, 
Tell me how can you see these and not believe in God? 
 

The music of an ocean breeze, a newborn’s cry, a symphony, 
Tell me how can you hear these and not believe in God? 
 

Some say God does not exist, but who could make a world like this? 
Not you or I, though clever we may be. It takes power greater than 
The feeble skill of common man to form a sun or fill the mighty sea. 
 

The love that brings the soul release, the faith that brings the dying peace, 
Tell me how can you see these and not believe in God? 
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Apostles Creed 

Let us confess our faith in the Triune God as expressed in these historic words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 

Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Mary Kennedy, 
Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and Nancy Ehrich and their sister Betty Weaver, 
Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, 
Mary Bowling’s sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Becky Trover’s sister 
Maddie Sutphin, Skye Andree, Kathleen Zwanziger, Laura Warren’s brother Walt Hudson, 
Julie Larson and husband Eli receiving cancer treatment in Houston, Thelma Johnson 

The people of Ascension Lutheran Church, Columbus; Redeemer community member 
Barbara Hairston 

 

Children’s Time  
 
 

Sharing the peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We take time to greet one another with words like Peace be with you. 
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WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
 
 

In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  Come to the Table 

 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
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We are right to praise you, faithful God! You answer sin with grace; you 
guide our wayward steps toward home. You are mending for the broken, 
safety for the poor, belonging for the outcast, strength for the weak, and 
pardon for the sinner. 

You reveal your kindness in every sorrow, your mercy even in death. All 
your creatures see your works; they sing your steadfast love. 

We too declare your wonder and grace as with angels and saints we sing: 
 

 
 

Now, O God, we remember Jesus. He fasted and prayed; he was tempted 
and tried. He relied on you for everything. He was obedient to you and 
scorned by the powers of this world. He confounded the haughty and 
gave hope to the humble. He was betrayed and deserted. He died 
between thieves and was buried in a borrowed grave. You gave him new 
life. He lives even now, our healer and friend. He loved us well, loved us 
to the end, and loves us still. 

Even on the night of betrayal, he ate supper with his friends. He took bread, 
blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them saying, “Take this and eat. This is 
my body given for you. Do this to remember me.” 

After supper, he took the cup and gave it to them, saying, “This is the new 
covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 

Holy Spirit, come! Make all things new. Bless this bread which you have 
given and human hands have made. Let it become for us the bread of 
life. Bless also this cup, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. Let it 
become for us the cup of salvation. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to say: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Meal 
 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Jesus welcomed all to this meal. 
So do we. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements or let an usher know you’d 
like to be served in your seat. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 

 
 

Hymn  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery 
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Hymn  Abide with Me 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Thank you, merciful God, for gladness in this bread and cup, for love that 
cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company of 
friends, for the splendors of creation, and for the mission of justice you 
have made our own.  Give us the gifts of this holy communion — 
oneness of heart, love for neighbors, forgiveness of enemies, the will to 
serve you every day, and life that never ends.  In Jesus’ name we pray.
 Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 

Hymn  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
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Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Allegro, G.F. Handel 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
Communion liturgy adapted from one written by the Rev. Bill Loader of the Uniting Church in Australia. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson 
 

 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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Pick one up from the shelf under 

the bulletin board. 
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Connie Criswell 
ASL Interpreter Bryan Neal / Kiarra Santiago 
Reader Marit Johnson 
Cantor Scott Steiner 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chimes Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Sue Watson 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Producers Scott Steiner, Michele Disbro 
Communion Prep Becky Fisher 
 

Noisy Offering will go to CHOICES for Victims of Domestic Violence. 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER MARCH 5 - 12 

Today 8:45 am Chime Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 11:15 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 12:30 pm Confirmation Class 

Monday 5:30 pm Zoom Executive Committee 

Tuesday 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and ZOOM Bible Study 
 5:00 pm ZOOM Outreach Team 

Wednesday noon Soup and Conversation 
 7:00 pm IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM 
   Lenten Evening Prayer 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Chime Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am Sunday School for all ages 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 11:15 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 

 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, M-W and F 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

