
  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

 
 

March 26, 2023  + 10:00 am 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Assistive hearing devices are available from the ushers. 
 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

Prelude I Need Thee Every Hour, arr. Mary McDonald 
 
 

Welcome 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Bless Now, O God, the Journey 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
 

Kyrie 

In peace, in peace, 
 

 
 

For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of 
all … (Refrain) 
 

For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to 
live your Word ... (Refrain) 
 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

  



5 

WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 

Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14   (The Message, inclusivized) 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
 

[Ezekiel said,] God grabbed me. God’s Spirit took me up and set me down 
in the middle of an open plain strewn with bones. The Spirit led me 
around and among them—a lot of bones! There were bones all over the 
plain—dry bones, bleached by the sun. 

God said to me, “Human One, can these bones live?” 
I said, “God, only you know that.” 
God said to me, “Prophesy over these bones: ‘Dry bones, listen to the 

Message of God!’” 
God told the dry bones, “Watch this: I’m bringing the breath of life to you 

and you’ll come to life. I’ll attach sinews to you, put meat on your bones, 
cover you with skin, and breathe life into you. You’ll come alive and you’ll 
realize that I am God!” 

I prophesied just as I’d been commanded. As I prophesied, there was a 
sound and, oh, rustling! The bones moved and came together, bone to 
bone. I kept watching. Sinews formed, then muscles on the bones, then 
skin stretched over them. But they had no breath in them. 

God said to me, “Prophesy to the breath. Prophesy, Human One. Tell the 
breath, ‘God says, Come from the four winds. Come, breath. Breathe on 
these slain bodies. Breathe life!’” 

So I prophesied, just as God commanded me. The breath entered them 
and they came alive! They stood up on their feet, a huge army. 

Then God said to me, “Human One, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. Listen to what they’re saying: ‘Our bones are dried up, our hope is 
gone, there’s nothing left of us.’ 

“Therefore, prophesy. Tell them, ‘God says: I’ll dig up your graves and 
bring you out alive—O my people! Then I’ll take you straight to the land 
of Israel. When I dig up graves and bring you out as my people, you’ll 
realize that I am God. I’ll breathe my life into you and you’ll live. Then I’ll 
lead you straight back to your land and you’ll realize that I am God. I’ve 
said it and I’ll do it. God’s Decree.’” 

 

May we listen for what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 130 

 
 

Out | of the depths 
 I cry to | you, O LORD; 
O LORD, | hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
 O LORD, | who could stand? 
Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
 in order that you | may be feared. 
I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 
 in your word | is my hope. 
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the 

morning, 
 more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 
 with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 
 from | all their sins. 

 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel John 11:1,3-7, 14, 16, 20-48   (The Message, inclusivized) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

A man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister 
Martha….So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Master, the one you love so 
very much is sick.” 

When Jesus got the message, he said, “This sickness is not fatal. It will 
become an occasion to show God’s glory by glorifying God’s Beloved 
One.” 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, but oddly, when he heard 
that Lazarus was sick, he stayed on where he was for two more days. 
After the two days, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea…. 

“Our friend Lazarus has died. And I am glad for your sakes that I wasn’t 
there. You’re about to be given new grounds for believing. Now let’s go 
to him.”…. 

Martha heard Jesus was coming and went out to meet him. Mary remained 
in the house. 

Martha said, “Master, if you’d been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. 
Even now, I know that whatever you ask, God will give you.” 

Jesus said, “Your brother will be raised up.” 
Martha replied, “I know that he will be raised up in the resurrection at the 

end of time.” 
“You don’t have to wait for the End. I am, right now, Resurrection and Life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live. And everyone 
who lives believing in me does not ultimately die at all. Do you believe 
this?” 

“Yes, Master. All along I have believed that you are the Messiah, the 
Beloved of God who comes into the world.” 

After saying this, she went to her sister Mary and whispered in her ear, 
“The Teacher is here and is asking for you.” 

The moment she heard that, she jumped up and ran out to him….Mary 
came to where Jesus was waiting and fell at his feet, saying, “Master, if 
only you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

When Jesus saw her sobbing and those with her sobbing, a deep anger 
welled up within him. He said, “Where did you put him?” 

“Master, come and see,” they said. Now Jesus wept. 
The people said, “Look how deeply he loved him.” 
Others among them said, “Well, if he loved him so much, why didn’t he do 

something to keep him from dying? After all, he opened the eyes of a 
blind person.” 

Then Jesus, the anger again welling up within him, arrived at the tomb. It 
was a simple cave in the hillside with a slab of stone laid against it. Jesus 
said, “Remove the stone.” 
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The sister of the dead man, Martha, said, “Master, by this time there’s a 
stench. He’s been dead four days!” 

Jesus looked her in the eye. “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?” 

Then, to the others, “Go ahead, take away the stone.” 
They removed the stone. Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and prayed, 

“Abba, I’m grateful that you have listened to me. I know you always do 
listen, but on account of this crowd standing here I’ve spoken so that 
they might believe that you sent me.” 

Then he shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” And he came out, a cadaver, 
wrapped from head to toe, and with a kerchief over his face. Jesus told 
them, “Unwrap him and let him loose.” 

That was a turning point for many who were with Mary. They saw what 
Jesus did, and believed in him. But some went back to the Pharisees 
and told on Jesus. The high priests and Pharisees called a meeting of 
the Jewish ruling body. “What do we do now?” they asked. “This man 
keeps on doing things, creating God-signs. If we let him go on, pretty 
soon everyone will be believing in him and the Romans will come and 
remove what little power and privilege we still have.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Message  A LIFE LIT BY WONDER 
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Ministry of Music 

 How Beautiful Paris/Larson 
  Senior Choir 
 

How beautiful the hands that served the wine and the bread 
And the children of earth. 
How beautiful the feet that walked the long dusty roads 
And the hill to the cross. 
 REFRAIN How beautiful, how beautiful, 
  How beautiful is the body of Christ. 

 

How beautiful the heart that bled, that took all my sin 
And bore it instead. How beautiful the tender eyes 
that chose to forgive and never despise. 
 REFRAIN 

 

And as He laid down His life, we offer this 
Sacrifice that we will live just as He died: 
Willing to pay the price. 

 

How beautiful the feet that bring the sound of good news 
And the love of the King. 
How beautiful the hands that serve the wine and the bread 
And the children of earth. 
 REFRAIN 

 
 

Apostles Creed 

Let us confess our faith in the Triune God as expressed in these historic words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 

Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Mary Kennedy, 
Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and Nancy Ehrich and their sister Betty Weaver, 
Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, 
Mary Bowling’s sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Becky Trover’s sister 
Maddie Sutphin, Skye Andree, Kathleen Zwanziger, Laura Warren’s brother Walt Hudson, 
Julie Larson and husband Eli receiving cancer treatment in Houston, Karen Kent, 
Phillip Hall and Kirstin Roberts, Gordon Shull, Sheryl Clinger 

The people of Christ Lutheran Church, Columbus; Redeemer community member 
Bonnie Hegreness 

 

Children’s Time  
 
 

Sharing the peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We take time to greet one another with words like Peace be with you. 

 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
 
 

In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  Come to the Table 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

We are right to praise you, faithful God! You answer sin with grace; you 
guide our wayward steps toward home. You are mending for the broken, 
safety for the poor, belonging for the outcast, strength for the weak, and 
pardon for the sinner. 

You reveal your kindness in every sorrow, your mercy even in death. All 
your creatures see your works; they sing your steadfast love. 

We too declare your wonder and grace as with angels and saints we sing: 
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Now, O God, we remember Jesus. He fasted and prayed; he was tempted 
and tried. He relied on you for everything. He was obedient to you and 
scorned by the powers of this world. He confounded the haughty and 
gave hope to the humble. He was betrayed and deserted. He died 
between thieves and was buried in a borrowed grave. You gave him new 
life. He lives even now, our healer and friend. He loved us well, loved us 
to the end, and loves us still. 

Even on the night of betrayal, he ate supper with his friends. He took bread, 
blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them saying, “Take this and eat. This is 
my body given for you. Do this to remember me.” 

After supper, he took the cup and gave it to them, saying, “This is the new 
covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 

Holy Spirit, come! Make all things new. Bless this bread which you have 
given and human hands have made. Let it become for us the bread of 
life. Bless also this cup, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. Let it 
become for us the cup of salvation. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to say: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Meal 
 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Jesus welcomed all to this meal. 
So do we. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, or let an usher know you’d 
like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 

 
 

Hymn  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery 
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Hymn  Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Thank you, merciful God, for gladness in this bread and cup, for love that 
cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company of 
friends, for the splendors of creation, and for the mission of justice you 
have made our own.  Give us the gifts of this holy communion — 
oneness of heart, love for neighbors, forgiveness of enemies, the will to 
serve you every day, and life that never ends.  In Jesus’ name we pray.
 Amen. 

 
 

WE ARE SENT 

Hymn  Restore in Us, O God 

 
 

Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Immortal, Invisible,God Only Wise, arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
Communion liturgy adapted from one written by the Rev. Bill Loader of the Uniting Church in Australia. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Jon Disbro 
ASL Interpreter Bryan Neal / Kiarra Santiago 
Reader Jon Disbro, Miles Smith 
Cantor Heidi Sherer 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chimes Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Ruth Murray 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Producers April Smith, Sue Yehling 
Communion Prep Becky Fisher, Kay Ernsthausen 
 

Noisy Offering will go to CHOICES for Victims of Domestic Violence. 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER MARCH MARCH 26 – APRIL 2 

Today 8:45 am Chime Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 11:15 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 

Monday 7:00 pm BREAD Rally 
 7:30 pm Worship Team 

Tuesday 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and ZOOM Bible Study 
 7:00 pm Journaling Workshop 

Wednesday noon Lenten Soup and Conversation 
 7:00 pm IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM 
   Lenten Evening Prayer 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Chime Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM 
    Palm Sunday Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 11:15 am Sunday School Easter Party 
 11:15 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 12:30 pm Confirmation Class 

 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

