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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Assistive hearing devices are available from the ushers. 
 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Prelude    “Variations on This Joyful Eastertide” arr. Paul Bouman1990, 
Concordia Publishing 

 

Welcome 
 
 

Hymn  The Risen Christ 

 



3 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise  
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Please be seated 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 

Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9   (The Message, inclusivized) 

A reading from the first letter of St. Peter 
 

What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have this Abba of our 
Master Jesus! Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been 
given a brand-new life and have everything to live for, including a future 
in heaven—and the future starts now! God is keeping careful watch over 
us and the future. The Day is coming when you’ll have it all—life healed 
and whole. 

I know how great this makes you feel, even though you have to put up with 
every kind of aggravation in the meantime. Pure gold put in the fire 
comes out of it proved pure; genuine faith put through this suffering 
comes out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all up, it’s your faith, 
not your gold, that God will have on display as evidence of this victory. 

Although you never saw Jesus, yet you love Jesus. And without seeing, 
you still trust—with laughter and singing. Because you kept on believing, 
you’ll get what you’re looking forward to: total salvation. 

 

May we listen for what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
 
 

Psalm 16:1-2, 5-11 

 

Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you; 
 I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.” 
All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land, 
 upon those who are noble a- | mong the people. 
O LORD, you are my portion | and my cup; 
 it is you who up- | hold my lot. 



5 

My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land; 
 indeed, I have a | rich inheritance. 
I will bless the LORD who | gives me counsel; 
 my heart teaches me night | after night. 
I have set the LORD al- | ways before me; 
 because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. 
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices; 
 my body also shall | rest in hope. 
For you will not abandon me | to the grave, 
 nor let your holy one | see the pit. 
You will show me the | path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are 

pleasures for- | evermore. 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel John 20:19-29   (The Message, inclusivized) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Later on that day [Jesus rose from the dead], the first day 
of the week, the doors of the house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Temple authorities. Jesus entered, 
stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then he showed 
them his hands and side. 
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The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were awestruck. 
Jesus repeated his greeting: “Peace to you. Just as my Abba sent me, I 
send you.” 

Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them. “Receive the Holy 
Spirit,” he said. “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If 
you don’t forgive sins, what are you going to do with them?” 

But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. The other disciples told him, “We saw the 
Master.” 

But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put my finger in the 
nail holes, and stick my hand in his side, I won’t believe it.” 

Eight days later, the disciples were again in the room. This time Thomas 
was with them. Jesus came through the locked doors, stood among 
them, and said, “Peace to you.” 

Then he focused his attention on Thomas. “Take your finger and examine 
my hands. Take your hand and stick it in my side. Don’t be unbelieving. 
Believe.” 

Thomas said, “My Master! My God!” 
Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your own eyes. 

Even better blessings are in store for those who believe without seeing.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Message  THE LAST SUPPER AND THE FIRST FEAST 
 
 

Musical Reflection Scott Steiner 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
Let us confess our faith in the Triune God as expressed in these historic 

words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
+ For the people of Epiphany Lutheran Church in Pickerington. 
+ For Redeemer community member Kristi Hildebrand.  
Each week we remember in our prayers in worship those who cannot 
be with us and those with special needs and concerns: Bebe McCoy, 
Robin Stokes, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Mary Kennedy, Kevin 
Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and Nancy Ehrich and their sister Betty 
Weaver, Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, 
Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele 
Wolfe, Becky Trover’s sister Maddie Sutphin, Skye Andree, Laura Warren’s 
brother Walt Hudson, Julie Larson and husband Eli who is receiving cancer 
treatment in Houston, Phillip Hall and Kirstin Roberts, Nancy Magargal, John 
Caron, Kathleen Zwanziger, Wendy Stoica, Ruth Boys 
 
 
 

Time with the Young People 
 
 

Sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

We take time to greet one another with words like Peace be with you. 
 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
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In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  By Your Hand You Feed Your People 

 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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We stand in the resurrection garden of God – a place filled and shaped by 
love and ripe with all it might become when we are open to the Spirit’s 
life and ours becoming one. This is the table of the risen Jesus – a place 
fashioned and furnished by love and rich with its promises. So come – 
whether you have seen and believed, or are dubious and doubting still, 
whether you confess confidently, or come to this meal with a fragile, 
fearful heart. Come and share these gifts of grace, encounter Christ. 
Come and be healed by Love and transformed by Life. 

We remember with wonder and joy that Love, though broken on a cross, 
was not defeated. We rejoice that Love, though swallowed by death, was 
not silenced. Neither defeated nor silenced, Love lives and speaks words 
of welcome, healing and hope to all. In awe of all you have done and all 
you are doing through us, we join our voices with that of Creation and 
with all those who bear witness across the world and throughout the 
ages to the eternal power of your Love and Life: 
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Before the bright dawn in the garden in which Love was resurrected, before 
the cold silence of the tomb by which Love was swallowed, before the 
brutal horror of the cross on which Love was broken, before the bitter 
struggle of the Gethsemane garden through which Love affirmed its 
choices, Jesus ate a final supper with his friends. 

He took bread, blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take this, and eat! This is my body, broken for you. Do this to remember 
me.” After supper, he took a cup of wine and gave it to them, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 

 

And so we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Recalling that meal and honoring that life, eating this bread and drinking 
this cup, we thank you, God, for making us part of the ongoing story of 
your Love and Life. Now, we pray, send your Holy Spirit on us and on 
these gifts of bread and wine, that we may once again encounter Christ’s 
Love and be transformed by Christ’s Life. 

 
 

Sharing the Meal 
 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Jesus welcomed all to this meal. 
So do we. 

 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring; gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 
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Hymn  I Am the Bread of Life 
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Hymn  Peace, to Soothe Our Bitter Woes 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give you thanks, Holy God, that in this meal, Jesus Christ, Love 

resurrected, has met us once again in this garden and touched and 
transformed us with Life. May the peace of the Resurrected One – the 
challenging peace of committed life, the liberating peace of selfless love, 
the vibrant peace of new possibility – recall us to radical living, empower 
us for rich loving, and transform us with radiant joy. Alleluia! Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Thine is the Glory 
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Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude   ‘The Strife is O’er”  arr. Robert J. Powell, 1965,  
Abingdon Press (United Methodist Publishing) 

 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 

Contemporary English Version (CEV) ©1995 American Bible Society 
 

  

Adult Ed Class 
"Ask the Pastor" 

 
Sunday, April 16 
11:15-12:15 pm 

 
Pastor Dave is hosting an "ask the pastor" 

session.  We can start with a sermon talkback, 
discussing the themes of the "Doubting 

Thomas" gospel passage and the message 
Dave offered about it. 

And/or, we can just go with any questions or 
themes you want to address. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Contemporary-English-Version-CEV-Bible/
http://www.americanbible.org/
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Wednesday, April 19 
7-8:30 pm 

 

The Personal Librarian 
by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray 

Copies are available in public libraries. 
 
 

IN-PERSON and ZOOM 
https://us02zoom.us/j/86581504887?pwd=ZkFSV2tKM2xEd3dyK1RvSURJYlFuZz09 

Meeting ID: 865 8150 4887 +++ Passcode 274918 +++ Phone Only: 312-626-6799 

 
 

Coffee and Conversation 

Wednesday April 19 

10:00 AM-11:30 PM – Narthex 
Honest exploration of questions about faith and life 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86928691370?pwd=VkRHYCRiT110aG9tcjFDRGJFQTJIdz09
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Adult Ed Class 

 

A Chance to Right a Wrong:  
The Story of an Innocent Person on Death Row 

and the Work of Ohioans to Stop Executions 
 

April 23 Adult Education Class, 11:15-12:15 pm 
 

As this week’s front-page article in Reflections detailed, we have a 
chance next Sunday to hear from Peter Kobak, coordinator of a 
campaign to free a man named Tony Apanovitch from death row. 
After being on death row for 32 years, Mr. Aponovitch’s conviction 
for rape and murder was overturned, prompting his release. But a 
technicality has put him back on death row. You can learn more at 
www.justice4apanovitch.com.  

 

Join this conversation, and invite any friends 

 who might be interested as well. 
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Marit Johnson 
Cantor Mary Benis 
ASL Interpreter Bryan Neal / Kiarra Santiago 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Ashley Bird 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Communion Prep Diane Brobeck, Kay Ernsthausen 
Hospitality Katie Jacobs 
 Producers Scott Steiner, Michele Disbro 
 

Noisy Offering will go to CHOICES for Victims of Domestic Violence. 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER APRIL 16-22 
 

Today 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
  with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 11:15 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 12:30 pm Confirmation 

Monday 7:00 pm IN-PERSON Congregational. Council 

Tuesday 11:00 am IN-PERSON Member Care 

Tuesday 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and ZOOM Bible Study 

Wednesday 10:00 am IN-PERSON Coffee & Conversation 

Wednesday 7:00 pm IN-PERSON Book Group 

Thursday 3:00-5:30pm LSS/MID-OHIO FOOD GIVEAWAY 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Chime Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
  with Holy Communion 

 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 11:15 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

