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Words of Welcome at a Palestinian peace center on the West Bank

December 24, 2023
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Followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all...



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

In Preparation for Worship
e Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship.
e Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify
our way of life as followers of Jesus.
e Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance.
e Assistive hearing devices are available from the ushers.

e Please silence your cell phone.

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship.

Prelude The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came arr. Larry Shackley
Adv%nt Candle Lighting Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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He is com - ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Please stand in body or spirit

Hymn

Canticle of the Turning
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise
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Please be seated

WE PROCLAIM THE WORD

Reading Romans 16:25-27 (The Message)
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the early church at Rome

All of our praise rises to the One who is strong enough to make you strong,
exactly as preached in Jesus Christ, precisely as revealed in the mystery
kept secret for so long but now an open book through the prophetic
Scriptures. All the nations of the world can now know the truth and be
brought into obedient belief, carrying out the orders of God, who got all
this started, down to the final detail.

All our praise is focused through Jesus on this incomparably wise God!

Yes!

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Amen.



Psalm 89:1-4, 19-21, 24-26
0

) A

@n —— o ®

J r -

Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Your love, O LorbD, forever ! will | sing;
from age to age my mouth will pro- ! claim your faithfulness.
For | am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- ! lished forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
“| have made a covenant with my | chosen one;
| have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant:
‘I will establish your ! line forever,
and preserve your throne for all | generations.
You spoke once in a vision and said to your ! faithful people:
“I have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one chosen
out | of the people.
| have found Da- ! vid my servant;
with my holy oil have | a- I nointed him.
My hand will I hold him fast
and my arm will  make him strong.
My faithfulness and steadfast | love are with him,
and he shall be victorious ! through my name.
| will set his hand ! on the sea,
and his right hand ! on the rivers.
He will say to me, ‘You | are my father,
my God, and the rock of | my salvation.’



Please stand in body or spirit

Gospel Acclamation

Congregation: X
_9 ﬂu#ﬁ " —————p— " _?-
.4 L . J [ 1 1 . [7] | | N ef 1 . 1
{1 — —o {I" — P » ! —| — o
)
Al-le-1lu - ia, Al -le-1lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we
g gu#é T T | f - !'"‘( t Y
T 1 | [ 7] | .Y T | | Y
M ]. _i_ T [] ‘ ‘l/\ i ‘ il
) — e
go? You have the words of e - ter - nal
Au Repeat optional
AT o i | i
e - = | 1
A &= L‘i‘_J o= o= *
life. Al-le - Iu - ia!




Gospel Luke 1:46b-55
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke Glory to you, O Lord.

The Annuncialion
Luke 1: 26-18, 30-32, 38

Leader:  An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman
whose name was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly
favored, for God is with you, You shall bear a child, and his name
shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.™ And Mary
said, “'1 am the servant of my God, 1 live to do your will,”
fimemediately o “"The Magmificar™)

The Magnificat
Luke 1: 46-55
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The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Spoken Reflection THERE IS ONLY Us

Musical Reflection

On Jordan's Banks/People, Look East! arr. Anne Krentz Organ
Chime Choir

Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith in the Triune God as expressed in these historic
words:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Community Prayers

Let us pray....
After each petition: “Receive our prayer,” Your mercy is great.

Amen.

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns:

Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Mary Kennedy,
Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Kathie and Nancy Ehrich and their sister Betty Weaver,
Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons,
Mary Bowling'’s sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin,
Skye Andree, Carolyn Moehring, Kris Kauffman, Mary Watts, Emily Ott’s aunt
Kathy Richter, Pastor Tim Muller, Heidi Sherer, Ruth Murray’s daughter Ellen Rose

The people of All Shepherds Lutheran Church in Lewis Center; Redeemer community
members Kathy and Bob Rapp

Time with the Young People

Sharing the peace

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty handshake or a hug.
For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign of blessing to let
others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance.

We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before greeting those
in the sanctuary.

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to
share this communion meal.
Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome.

In body or spirit, please stand

Offertory All the Music Sung and Played Here

Bless the talents we are bringing, for we offer you our best.

If our gifts are not in singing, may our joyful noise be blest.

If our world is ever silent, may we sign to you above.

Touched by grace, may each one present offer back your song of love.

SONGS OF GRACE: New Hymns for God and Neighbor. © 2009 Discipleship Resources. All rights reserved. Purchasers of this volume are
granted permission to use the texts included in public worship. Acknowledgement of the author and source is required with each use.
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Great Thanksgiving

Presider:
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This is the table of Emmanuel -- God-with-us. This is the place where bread
and wine remind us how to live and love as those who inhabit God'’s
time, and work to build God’s Beloved Community. This is the place
where we recognize that the one for whom we wait is also the one who is
already, and always, here with us.

So come! Whether you are watching for the dawn, or dreading first light,
whether you are waiting with hope, or hiding your face, come with quiet
confidence. Here Emmanuel watches for our coming, and waits with love
and joy to welcome us in.

The story of Emmanuel is the story of God — waiting to inhabit time, who
took on flesh and form, and lived among us, so that we might re-imagine
life. It is the story of Jesus — waiting to be betrayed, who shared supper
with his friends, where he took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body, broken for you.
Do this to remember me.” And after supper he took the cup and gave it
to them, saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to

remember me.”

And so, taking this bread and wine, we remember and celebrate the waiting
which began to change the world; and we join our voices with all who still
wait and work for that change to come to completion:
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God of grace, as we follow the example of Jesus, send your Holy Spirit
upon us, and on these gifts of bread and wine. May we find the
imagination, the courage, and the strength to use our waiting times to
build your Beloved Community of joy, justice, and peace, for which we
now pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Sharing the Meal

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Jesus welcomed all to this meal.

So do we.
Please be seated

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray,
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on
request, ask Pastor.
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Hymn Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
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Hymn The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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most high -1y fa-vored la - dy. Glo . d- al
Most high -1y fa- vored la - dy,
“Most high -ly fa- vored la - dy.

Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Music: GABRIEL'S MESSAGE, Basque carol

Please stand in body or spirit

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Holy Mystery, the earth still waits for its healing. May we who are part of
that waiting take and use the waiting times to re-imagine how we can be
healers of creation. Open our hands and hearts to embrace and use the
uncertain times to learn how to live and love. So may our watching and
waiting join with that of Emmanuel to realize your beloved community
here on earth. Amen.
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WE ARE SENT

Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O come, O Key of David, come,

and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;

O Sun of justice, now draw near.

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

and death's dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

O come, O King of nations, come,

O Cornerstone that binds in one:

refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Blessing Amen.
Announcements
Postlude Comfort, Comfort Now My People  arr. Larry Shackley

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications.
The Message (MSG) ©1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 Eugene H. Peterson
Holden Evening Prayer © 1990, 2016 GIA Publications, Inc.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65

To fulfill the Mission Endowment Fund’s guidelines, the Special Funds Team (SFT) is
seeking suggestions for the use of the funds for 2023. Please use the pink form to
nominate possible recipients. Complete it and place it in the Sunday offering plate or leave
it in the church office. Suggestions are due by Sunday, December 24. The SFT will then
make its recommendation to council for action by the congregation at the Annual Meeting
in January. See Reflections newsletter for more details.

Humanitarian Support in The Holy Land

L

i
Middle ‘ast Crisis .

»

Both Lutheran World Relief https://tinyurl.com/nc94955d and
Lutheran Disaster Response https://tinyurl.com/2ywxumtz
will contribute 100% of designated funds to relief work in The Holy Land.

Use the links above to donate directly.

Christmas Eve Worship

7:00.p U0
In-Person and Livestream Wednesday, January 17
Christmas Day Worship 7-8:30 pm
10:00 am
In-Person and Livestream This Land Is Our Land:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/ An lmmfgrant’s Mam:festo

UC7sGE88YtIrLWuGWOO0sS-yw

by Suketu Mehta

Copies are available in public libraries.

IN-PERSON and Zoom
hitps:/fus02zo00m us//j/86581504 887 Ppw d=FkESV 1K
M2xEd3dvK1RvSURJTYIFuZz09
Meeting ID: 865 8150 4887 +++ Passcode 274918
Phone Only: 312-626-6799
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https://southernohiosynod.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a20674fd510aab69e40184546&id=1070c69ef2&e=a445c43409
https://tinyurl.com/nc94955d
https://southernohiosynod.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a20674fd510aab69e40184546&id=751591bf47&e=a445c43409
https://tinyurl.com/2ywxumtz

OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor
Assisting Minister Karen Rider
Cantor Wendy Stoica
ASL Interpreter Bryan Neal
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent
Usher Ashley Bird
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica
Communion Prep Wendy Stoica
Producers Scott Steiner, Judith Bird
Hospitality Judith and Ashley Bird

Flowers are given by the Collins family in memory of Karen Collins.
Noisy Offering will go to LSS CHOICES for Victims of Domestic Violence

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER DECEMBER 24 - 31

Today 8:45am Senior Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion
7:00 pm  IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM
Christmas Eve Worship
Monday 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM
Christmas Day Worship

Next Sunday 8:45am Senior Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion

o=

Birthdays this week:
24 - Julianne Johnson
25 - Doug Eakin
26 - Emily Kent
27 - Susan Darst
27 - Paul Ritter

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com
Office hours -9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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