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The Redeemer Community

A Christmas Prayer
Almost 400 years before the birth of Jesus, a Chinese philosopher wrote, “Great is the human who
has not lost his childlike heart.” Jesus brought the spirit of this alive when he called a little child
over to sit among the disciples, and said, “I assure you that if you don’t turn your lives around and
become like this little child, you will definitely not enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Another wise person named Terry Hershey continues this theme this Christmas week, saying, let
this be one of our Christmas prayers:

May we recapture that child in each of us;
that child still smitten with wonder and joy.
Where is the play in your life?
Where is the rest?

Where is the wonder?

Where is the gladness?

Where is the gooseflesh?

A peaceful and blessed Christmas to all. Especially this week, may we choose to rediscover our
childlike hearts, and find places for rest, renewal, wonder, play, healing ... and joy.

Dave Shull

Please Remember Redeemer in End of Year Giving
As the year comes to a close, Church Council encourages members and friends to remember Redeemer
Lutheran Church when making final charitable donations for 2023. Church Council is very concerned with
meeting the end of year expenses if it does not see a significant increase of general offering. “We want to
encourage everyone to reflect on your giving this year, keep up on your financial commitments and perhaps
consider giving a little extra for 2023,” President Michele Disbro writes.

“In addition, you may want to consider setting up online giving through Tithe.ly. It’s easy to set up so that
your giving can be withdrawn weekly, monthly or quarterly. Payments can be made straight from your bank
account or using a credit card. You can also use Tithe.ly for one-time donations.”

To set up a new account, go to Redeemer’s website at redeemerluth.com and click “Give” at the top right
and follow these steps:

- Fill in the amount you want to regularly give.
Choose how this will be paid and provide either credit card or bank account information.
Decide whether you will cover the fees or have them deducted from the donation amount.
Designate how often and what day of the month you will give this amount.
Click the black “Give” bar.
See the attached instructions or click here for more detailed instructions: https://tinyurl.com/3wynm4en.

Two Slots Open for Desserts for Last Midweek Advent Service
There are two slots for desserts for this week’s last midweek Advent gathering at 6:15 p.m. on Wednesday,
December 20. The worship service begins at 7 p.m.


https://tinyurl.com/3wynm4en
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Mission Endowment Fund Seeks Suggestions for 2023 Distribution
Every year the Redeemer congregation donates a percentage (4 percent) of the year-end market value of the
Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) to other charities on behalf of the congregation. The 2023 third quarter
market value was $137,005 which would provide $5,480 for distribution (the final amount may increase or
decrease depending on the fourth quarter value available in late January).

The guidelines for distribution, as established in the constitution; to establish/support ministries of
outreach on behalf of the congregation, and to further partnerships in mission through the synod and other
arms of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Some prior recipient examples are: LSS Food Pantry, Lutheran Memorial Camp/HopeWood Pines, Mid-
Ohio Food Co-operative, Lutheran Social Services, Ronald McDonald House, and Groveport Special
Olympics.

To fulfill the Mission Endowment Fund’s guidelines, the Special Funds Team (SFT) is seeking
suggestions for the use of the funds for 2023. Please use the pink form included in today’s Reflections to
nominate possible recipients. Complete it and place it in the Sunday offering plate or leave it in the church
office. Suggestions are due by Sunday, December 24. The SFT will then make its recommendation to
council for action by the congregation at the Annual Meeting in January.

Sunday Adult Education on Hiatus for Next Several Weeks
Pastor Dave reports that there will not be Sunday morning adult ed on either Christmas Eve, December 24
or New Year's Eve, December 31.

On Sunday, January 7, there will be a training for assisting ministers during the adult ed time, from
11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Anyone who wishes to explore being an assisting minister should contact Pastor
Dave at 206-725-3785 or via email at dshull@redeemerluth.com.

On Sunday, January 14 after worship, the Council is offering an opportunity for people in the church to
ask questions about the proposed 2024 budget, which will be voted on at the congregational meeting after
worship on Sunday, January 28.

On Sunday, January 21, Emily Kent will lead the class. As she reports, "I have completed my Death
Doula training and am eager to share what I've learned. I'm on a mission to increase conversation and
decrease anxiety about the dying process.” In addition, she will be hosting her first "Death Cafe" at the
Gahanna Public Library on Tuesday, January 9. For more information, please click this link:
https://tinyurl.com/32bjcmmb5

On Sunday, January 28, the congregational meeting and lunch will take place immediately following the
worship service.

The Sunday Adult Ed class will resume its regular schedule of weekly offerings in February.

‘Angels’ Narthex Art Exhibit Now Up

The latest Narthex art exhibit with the theme Angels is now up, thanks to the efforts of Emily Kent and
Michelle Clemence. Stop by and peruse the many and varied “takes” on this month’s theme.

Additional submissions are always welcome! Both artwork release and artwork description forms can be
found on the shelf under the bulletin board next to the Library.

Sign Up Now to Read at Worship Services
Readers for Sunday morning services can now sign up for services over Advent and the winter. Readers,
including youth and children, are encouraged to sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board, next to the
Library.
Readings are sent out the week before to give folks a chance to go through the lessons ahead of Sunday
mornings. Readers of all ages are encouraged to participate.


mailto:dshull@redeemerluth.com
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Holiday Shopping Made Easy

Wondering how to make a positive impact in the world right now? With ELCA Good Gifts you can choose
from more than 50 charitable gifts to give in honor of friends and loved ones. Each of these gifts makes a real
impact in the world — one goat, water filter, or school uniform at a time. Just pick up a Good Gifts Catalog in
the Narthex next to the Advent devotionals and start shopping!

If you’ve already got your shopping finished (or no one on your list needs a goat), start or continue a
Christmas tradition by giving to others in need. That goat can change a life! The catalog is also online at
www.EL CA.org/goodgifts.

Sunday Adult Ed Forum on Mideast War Available on YouTube
The Sunday, December 17 Adult Ed Forum with Ohio University professor Logan Lybarger talking about
the context for the war between Israel and Gaza is now available on Redeemer’s YouTube channel at
https://www.youtube.com/@redeemerlutheranchurchcolu7975 . It was a provocative discussion that raised a
lot of issues to contemplate.

Logan teaches courses in the Islamic religious tradition, Sufism, and Political Islam as well as in religious
and violence and theories of religion. He lived in the West Bank and Gaza Strip as well as in Egypt for more
than eight years during the 1980s and 1990s.

In addition, both Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) will donate 100
percent designated funds to relief work in the Holy Land. Go to https://tinyurl.com/nc94955d for LWR or to
https://tinyurl.com/2ywxumtz for LDR.

2024 Flower Chart Available
Have an event to celebrate or remember? Somebody’s birthday to recognize? The chart to sign up for flowers
for Sunday services in 2024 is now on the bulletin board next to the library.

Flowers run $20 and can be paid ahead of the date by using the envelopes that are also available on the
bulletin board. The envelope provides additional space for spelling out the designation — information that is
shared in Reflections and the Sunday bulletin.

Folks can also call Office Manager Becky Trover to sign up. Flowers can be taken home after the
Sunday service or picked up later in the week.

Noisy Offering to Go to LSS Choices

The Noisy Offering for November and December will be sent to Lutheran Social Services (LSS) Choices. The
holidays can be a very stressful time and as a result, the number of people (both men and women) abused by
their spouse increases. Many will stay with a spouse because it’s the holidays. But once January comes
around they find the courage to leave.

Along with the increase in spousal abuse the holidays also see an increase in human trafficking.

Because of this, Redeemer’s Noisy Offering will be for LSS Choices during this holiday season so when
Redeemer sends the funds in January it will be right when the numbers seeking service are going up.

Book Chosen for January Discussion
Sheryl Owens reports that Redeemer’s book group will be discussion This Land Is Our Land: An
Immigrant’s Manifesto by Suketu Mehta at its meeting on Wednesday, January 17, 2024 at 7 p.m., both
in-person and on Zoom.

She writes, “Mehta’s forte is not mincing words or verbal diplomacy. He does not sugar coat his
perspective; in fact, he rips off the bandage and throws alcohol on the wound left behind and then douses you
with an ice water bath. This is either refreshing, or startlingly shocking, but it is not boring. You immediately
feel his frustration and anger.... and hope.

“You may have heard it before, but this is not a whisper. It is a migrant's tale, and a minority tale. It is an
economic tale since migrants and immigrants have all been touched by this saga. However, some have been
able to rise above it because they could and chose to blend in.
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“l was going to include a quote from this book, but choosing just one is like eating one Lays potato chip.
Instead, I'll just invite you to read this book, and join the discussion: ... | believe there is something for
everyone on this journey.”

To join the group on Zoom, go to at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86581504887 ?pwd=ZkFSV2tKM2XEd3dyK1RVSURJYIFuZz09; Meeting ID: 865
8150 4887; Passcode: 274918; Phone only: 1-312-626-6799.

Important Emails

Dshull@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating directly with Pastor Dave.

Info@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the office, Reflections newsletter, Office Manager
Becky Trover, healing prayer requests or for general information.

MemberCare@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the Member Care team about needs for
personal ministry such as in-home communion, a home visit, meals, etc.

FinSec@RedeemerLuth.com — use for stewardship campaigns.

Itgroup@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with Redeemer’s IT Team for items related to the
website.

Property@RedeemerLuth.com — use to report items that need repair in the church building.

SundaySchool@RedeemerLuth.com — use to offer suggestions for our Sunday School ministry.

Transportation@redeemerluth.com — use to request temporary transportation assistance.

Communications@redeemerluth.com — use to send church related announcements or pictures for sharing on
Redeemer’s social media sites. Another way is to tag Redeemer in the posts.

Publishing Deadlines for Reflections, Sunday Bulletins
For Reflections
e PLEASE SUBMIT PRIOR TO 5 P.M. ON SUNDAYS.
e Send to info@RedeemerLuth.com and put Reflections in subject line.
e Or leave a note in the Reflections mailbox at the top of the stairs outside the church office.

For Sunday Bulletins
The deadline for information to be published in Sunday bulletins is the Wednesday morning before. That
information can be sent to the above email: just put “Bulletin” in the subject line.

Prayers and Personals
Reflections on Hiatus Christmas Week; Next Issue Publishes Jan. 2
To give staff a holiday break, today’s issue of Reflections covers two weeks, with the next issue due out on
Tuesday, January 2, 2024. May everyone have a most blessed Christmas and a great beginning to a
wonderful 2024!!

Care, Tending for Poinsettias

Information from a master gardener via Brad Binau via Kathy Zwanziger reports that poinsettias should be
watered from the bottom. That means cutting the bottom out of the foiled wrapped plants and sitting them in a
shallow pan such as a pie tin. “Pour the water into the pan.”

+++
Prayers are asked for Madelyn Zimmer as she moves to Colorado to be closer to family. Sunday,
December 17 was her last day worshiping here at Redeemer.

+++
Prayers for healing continue to be asked for Heidi Sherer, for Dottie Odrosky, for Pastor Tim Muller and
for Kathy Richter, aunt of Emily Ott.

+++
Member Directory Update: Brad Binau’s email address should be bbinau@capital.edu.
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December Birthdays
19-Darren Baldogo 19-Joe Darst
19-Novella Hinkle 21-Kolya Larson
24-Julie Johnson 25-Doug Eakin
26-Emily Kent 27-Sue Darst
27-Paul Ritter 31-John Kennedy
31-Emma Martin

January Birthdays
1-Connie Criswell 2-Don Luck
4-Kristen Ullman 5-Tamara Wawrosch
9-Marques Highland 11-Rich Pautsch
13-Michelle Skoog 16-Melissa Vivens
20-David Detweiler 20-Corinne Montgomery
20-Tony Naess 20-Eric Vivens
21-Elizabeth George 21-Shirley Miller
22-Maureen Callahan 22-Shirley Cannon
24-Sophia Brush 24-Marshall Edgington
24-Kathy Rapp 24-Heath Wolfe
25-Rosalie Highland 26-Jeff Montgomery
28-Bebe McCoy

The Wider Church

Southern Ohio Synod to Hold Dec. 21 Worship
The Southern Ohio Synod (SOS) will hold an evening worship service, “Within Our Darkest Night,” on
Thursday, December 21 — the longest night of the year — on the synod’s YouTube channel at
https://tinyurl.com/mts3hxme beginning at 7 p.m. It will also remain posted so it can be viewed later.

Capital Sponsors ‘Day of Learning’ on MLK Day
Capital University will sponsor its 33" annual Martin Luther King Jr. “Day of Learning” on Monday,
January 15. Keynote speakers include Tobias Spears, Ph.D., assistant dean for diversity, equity and inclusion
officer in the Biological Sciences Division of the University of Chicago, and Frederick Charles Staidum Jr.,
Ph.D., assistant profession in the Department of English and affiliate, Institute for Racial Justice at Loyola
University Chicago.

In addition, this year’s service project involves collaboration with Star House Columbus. Also, leaders
from both campus and the community will facilitate 90-minute workshops around the theme of “Courage in
Community.”

To register, go to https://tinyurl.com/y8p8329b .

Prayer Concerns from ELCA
19 Give thanks to God for the assurance of life eternal in the kingdom of heaven and for the Spirit equipping
us to embody God’s compassion in the world while we await the return of Christ.
20 What stirs joy in you today? Give thanks for the people and experiences that bring joy into your life, even
if only briefly. “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).
21 Winter solstice As the days of the Northern Hemisphere grow shorter, pray that we will be guided and
reassured by the light of Christ, which illuminates God’s love, mercy and truth in our lives and in every
corner of the world.


https://tinyurl.com/mts3hxme
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22 Praise God for this time of remembrance, anticipation and celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, a birth
that changed the world and our lives in ways that exceed our imagination and comprehension. 23 Give thanks
for those who serve our communities during Christmas, including people in health care, elder care, law
enforcement, the hospitality industry, emergency services and the military.

24 Christmas Eve Shout “Glory to God in the highest!” The good news of the birth of the promised Messiah
and Savior for all creation and humankind has been made known to us and is the foundation of our faith and
life.

25 Christmas Day Lift up shouts of thanksgiving and praise for all to hear! God lives among us in the birth
of Jesus Christ and pours hope and joy into our lives to fill their voids and mend our brokenness.

26 Kwanzaa Pray for our African-descent neighbors and siblings in Christ who celebrate Kwanzaa, a
weeklong observance of African culture and traditions that emphasizes family, community and shared
principles. Give thanks for the rich and enduring practices of our African-descent siblings and the global
African community.

27 Give thanks that the gift of grace found in Jesus Christ is both deeply personal and for all humankind. “Of
what benefit would it be to me if Christ had been born a thousand times, and it would daily be sung into my
ears in a most lovely manner, if [ were never to hear that he was born for me and was to be my very own?”
(Martin Luther, 1522).

28 Christmas may have come and gone, but we carry into every day the joy of Christmas and the birth of the
Christ child, the manifestation of God’s love for humanity. Give praise and thanks to God!

29 Lift up prayers of relief and thanksgiving for God’s mercy, which is fair and generous and is never swayed
by our actions or words, no matter how good or well-intended.

30 Share with God your hopes, concerns, uncertainties and aspirations for the year ahead. Pray for the Spirit
to strengthen our faith in God’s concern for us and in God’s attention to our prayers — Spoken and silent.

31 New Year’s Eve Our baptism with water, the word of God and the blessings of our siblings in Christ
marks us as children of God and followers of Jesus, loved, forgiven and made new every day of our lives.
Alleluial

Jan. 1 Give thanks and praise to God, for we have been redeemed through the undeserved gift and sacrifice of
Jesus Christ that liberates us from darkness, hopelessness and bondage to sin.

2 Pray without ceasing for an end to the conflicts and humanitarian crises in the Middle East, Ukraine, South
Sudan and other countries. Ask God to make us instruments of peace, reconciliation and justice in the world
wherever there is turmoil and suffering. Pray for the vital work we do together through Lutheran Disaster
Response, ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, Lutheran World Federation,
Church World Service and other partners.
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Reflections

Getting Ready for Worship

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24, 10 a.m.

Lessons
Readings: Romans 16:25-27; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-21, 24-26; Luke 1:46b-55

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that
would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

A Prayer for Peace

For those who are fleeing: sanctuary
For those who are staying: safety
For those who are fighting: peace.
For those whose hearts are breaking: comfort
For those who see no future: hope.

Intercessions & Thanksgiving

+ For the people of All Shepherds Lutheran Church in Lewis Center.
+ For Redeemer community members Kathy and Bob Rapp.

Worship Leaders

Presiding Minister

Assisting Minister

Cantor

ASL Interpreter

Organist & Senior Choir Director
Pianist & Chime Choir Director
Usher

Verger

Hospitality

Communion Prep

Producers

Dave Shull

Karen Rider

Wendy Stoica

Bryan Neal

Kathy Rapp

Karen Kent

Ashley Bird

Michelle Clemence/Wendy Stoica
Judith and Ashley Bird
Wendy Stoica

Scott Steiner/Judith Bird

Flowers are given the Collins family in memory of Karen
Noisy Offering will go to LSS CHOICES for Victims of Domestic Violence

+ 4+ + + + + 4+


file:///D:/Users/Marcene%20Mounts/Documents/2019%20REFLECTIONS/Vol.%2023-49%2012-9-2019%20Draft.docx%23GettingReadyforSunday
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Reflections

Readings: Isaiah 9:2-6; 11:1-4a; Luke 1:26-38; Luke 2:1-7; Luke 2:8-20; John 1:1-5, 14

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth
we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

A Prayer for Peace

For those who are fleeing: sanctuary
For those who are staying: safety
For those who are fighting: peace.
For those whose hearts are breaking: comfort
For those who see no future: hope.

+ For the people of Ascension Lutheran Church in Columbus.
+ For Redeemer community member LaVerna Reinoehl.

Presiding Minister

Assisting Minister

Cantor

Readers

ASL Interpreter

Organist & Senior Choir Director
Pianist & Chime Choir Director
Usher

Verger

Hospitality

Communion Prep

Producers

Dave Shull

Michelle Clemence

Heidi Sherer

Kelley Frank, Lynn Belhorn, April Smith, Brad Binau
Bryan Neal

Kathy Rapp

Karen Kent

Neil Hoddinott

Michelle Clemence/Wendy Stoica
Julianne Johnson and Sara Auman
Wendy Stoica

Sachio Phillips/Toshi Phillips

Poinsettias given as listed in bulletin
Noisy Offering will go to LSS CHOICES for Victims of Domestic Violence

+ 4+ + + + + 4+


file:///D:/Users/Marcene%20Mounts/Documents/2019%20REFLECTIONS/Vol.%2023-49%2012-9-2019%20Draft.docx%23GettingReadyforSunday

A weekly newsletter of Redeemer

Lutheran Church - 12/18/2023 Page 10

Reflections

Readings: Galatians 4:4-7; Psalm 148; Luke 2:22-40

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In
your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

A Prayer for Peace

For those who are fleeing: sanctuary
For those who are staying: safety
For those who are fighting: peace.
For those whose hearts are breaking: comfort
For those who see no future: hope.

+ For the people of Bethel Lutheran Church in Grove City
+ For Redeemer community members Laurel and Eric Reinoehl, Gabriel and Cassandra

Presiding Minister

Assisting Minister

Cantor

ASL Interpreter

Organist & Senior Choir Director
Pianist & Chime Choir Director
Usher

Verger

Hospitality

Communion Prep

Producers

Dave Shull

Kay Ernsthausen

Mary Benis

Bryan Neal

Kathy Rapp

Karen Kent

Neil Hoddinott

Michelle Clemence/Wendy Stoica
Julianne Johnson and Sara Auman
Wendy Stoica

Sachio Phillips/Toshi Phillips

Poinsettias given as listed in bulletin
Noisy Offering will go to LSS CHOICES for Victims of Domestic Violence

+ 4+ + + + + 4+
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Monday 6:30 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop 1143
7p.m.  Congregation Council

Tuesday 1p.m. Bible Study

Wednesday 10a.m.  Coffee and Conversations

6:15p.m.  Advent Desserts
7p.m.  IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Holden Evening Prayer

Saturday 10a.m.  Chime Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, Dec. 24 8:45a.m.  Senior Choir Rehearsal
10a.m.  IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
7p.m.  IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Christmas Eve Worship

Monday, Dec. 25 10a.m.  IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Christmas Day Worship
Sunday, Dec. 31  10a.m.  IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship

Mission Endowment Fund
2023 Distribution Nomination

Organization Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Web Site Address:

Organization’s Purpose:

Amount or Percentage of Available Funds Requested;

Redeemer member(s) involved with the organization: Yes No

If yes, who?

Redeemer member submitting the request:

Please submit to church office or put in offering plate on/before December 24, 2023.

Redeemer’s mission: To be followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all
Redeemer’s vision: To foster understanding and healing in community
Redeemer’s Values: Inclusion, Compassion, Justice
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Setting up your giving through Tithe.ly

1. Goto RLC webpage.
2. Click on GIVE at top
right.

Set up your giving:
Type in the amngrlt"'

you wish to give.
Choose payment by
credit card or from
your bank account.
Will you pay for miF
fees or have them lI
deducted from |
your giving I|
amount? |

Set up automated |-

giving by choosing |
how often you'd
like to give and on
what day of the
month.
Once all the
information is filled
in, you will click the

black Give button. |

Redeemer Lutheran Church

Columbus, OH 43227.3805

. Amount: Ex: 100

Gree to: General OMering -

@ Add Gif

# B Bank Account |

# Manage Payment Methods

Mote / memao (optional)

kY

¥ Cover fees?

O Setup automated giving?
Giver
| an

I'd like to recene the latest news and stories from the Evangelical Lutheran Charch in
| Armerica.

T S
|

|

| Tithdy miay Shane your indoemation with the Evangelcal Lutheran Church in Amesica [ELCA) for

| communications purposes. Tithe.ly will rat share your infarmation with the ELCA without providing you an
| appartunity to opt-out. Ay data shared will be subject to the ELCA's Privacy Policy.
|

‘ |

Here are directions from Tithe.ly:

Click here https://help.tithe. ly/hofen-us/articles/ 1620026639272 7- How-to-Make-a-Donation

{or copy and paste the link into your browser)



