
  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 
Healing Prayer, LSS/MidOhio Food Giveaway, Prayer Shawl Ministry, LSS Food 

Pantry, BREAD Nehemiah Action, Saturday Garden Giveaway, Basketball Camp 

March 17, 2024 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Assistive hearing devices are available from the ushers. 
 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude Softly and Tenderly, arr. Dale Wood 
 
 

Welcome 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Now the Green Blade Rises 

 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
All sing refrain 

 
Cantor sings verses 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 

Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34   (The Message, alt.) 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
 

“The time is coming,” says God, “when I will make a brand-new covenant 
with Israel and Judah. It won’t be a repeat of the covenant I made with 
their ancestors when I took their hand to lead them out of the land of 
Egypt. They broke that covenant even though I did my part as their 
Master.” God’s Decree. 

“This is the brand-new covenant that I will make with Israel when the time 
comes. I will put my law within them—write it on their hearts!—and be 
their God. And they will be my people. They will no longer go around 
setting up schools to teach each other about God. They’ll know me 
firsthand, the dull and the bright, the smart and the slow. I’ll wipe the 
slate clean for each of them. I’ll forget they ever sinned!” God’s Decree. 

 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 51:1-12 

 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
 in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
 and cleanse me | from my sin. 
For I know | my offenses, 
 and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
 so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. 
Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
 a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
 and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
 that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
Hide your face | from my sins, 
 and blot out | all my wickedness. 
Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
Cast me not away | from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
 and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel John 12:20-33   (The Message, alt.) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

There were some Greeks who had come up to Jerusalem to worship at the 
Passover Feast. They approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee: “Sir, we want to see Jesus. Can you help us?” 

Philip went and told Andrew. Andrew and Philip together told Jesus. Jesus 
answered, “Time’s up. The time has come for the Human One to be 
glorified. 

“Listen carefully: Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the ground, dead to 
the world, it is never any more than a grain of wheat. But if it is buried, it 
sprouts and reproduces itself many times over. In the same way, anyone 
who holds on to life just as it is destroys that life. But if you let it go, 
reckless in your love, you’ll have it forever, real and eternal. 

“If any of you wants to serve me, then follow me. Then you’ll be where I 
am, ready to serve at a moment’s notice. My Abba will honor and reward 
anyone who serves me. 

“Right now I am shaken. And what am I going to say? ‘Abba, get me out of 
this’? No, this is why I came in the first place. I’ll say, ‘Abba, put your 
glory on display.’” 

A voice came out of the sky: “I have glorified it, and I’ll glorify it again.” 
The listening crowd said, “Thunder!” 
Others said, “An angel spoke to him!” 
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Jesus said, “The voice didn’t come for me but for you. At this moment the 
world is in crisis. Now Satan, the ruler of this world, will be thrown out. 
And I, as I am lifted up from the earth, will attract everyone to me and 
gather them around me.” He put it this way to show how he was going to 
be put to death. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Spoken Reflection AGAINST THE GRAIN 
 
 

Musical Reflection 

 Jesus Paid It All arr. Howard Helvey 
  Senior Choir 
 

I heard the Savior say, "Thy strength indeed is small! 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, find in Me thine all in all" 

 

 REFRAIN Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
  Sin had left a crimson stain, 
  He washed it white as snow. 

 

Lord, now indeed I find Thy pow'r and Thine alone, 
Can change the leper's spots and melt the heart of stone. 
 REFRAIN 

 

For nothing good have I whereby Thy grace to claim. 
I'll wash my garments white in the blood of Calvary's Lamb. 
And when before the throne I stand in Him complete, 
"Jesus died my soul to save," my lips shall still repeat. 
 REFRAIN 
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Apostles’ Creed 

Let us confess our faith in the Triune God as expressed in these historic 
words: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... 
 After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer. 
 

  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 

Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Mary Kennedy, 
Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and 
her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece 
Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Skye Andree, Carolyn Moehring, Kris Kauffman, 
Emily Ott’s aunt Kathy Richter, Ruth Murray’s daughter Ellen Rose, John Kennedy’s 
sister and brother-in-law, Becky & Vic Wolfe, Kathie Ehrich, Elaine Warren, 
David Williams 

For the people of Grace Lutheran Church in Pickerington 
For Redeemer community members Nancy, Scott, and Andrea Steiner 

 
 

Time with the Young People 
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Sharing the peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty 
handshake or a hug. 

For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign 
of blessing to let others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 

We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before 
greeting those in the sanctuary. 

 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
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In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We are right to praise you, loving God! You answer sin with grace and 
encourage our wayward steps toward home. You make yourself present 
to all of creation, so any who are broken can be mended, any who are 
excluded can receive justice, any who are outcast can we welcomed, 
and any who are weak can feel strength. 

You hold us in every sorrow, and bring us comfort and companions even in 
the shadow of death. All your creatures behold your works, and join 
creation to sing your steadfast love: 

 

 
 

Now, O God, we remember Jesus. He fasted and prayed; he was tempted 
and tried. His commitment to follow your way led the powers of this world 
to fear him so much they decided they needed to silence him forever. He 
offered the arrogant freedom to admit their need. He showed the humble 
their beauty and wisdom. He felt abandoned by all who promised to love 
him, even you, God. He died between thieves and was buried in a 
borrowed grave. Yet you brought him to new life. He lives even now, our 
healer and friend. He loved us well. He loved us to the end. He loves us 
still. 
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On the night his closest friends abandoned and betrayed him, he ate 
supper with them. He took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them 
saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this to 
remember me.” 

After supper, he took the cup and gave it to them, saying, “This is the new 
covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 

Holy Spirit, come! Make all things new. Bless this bread. Let it become for 
us the bread of life. Bless this cup. Let it become for us the cup of 
salvation. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to say: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Bless us also who eat and drink, that in this sharing we may know the living 
Christ who is with us now. Amen. 

 
 

Sharing the Meal 
 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Jesus welcomed all to this meal. 
So do we. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 
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Hymn  Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
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Hymn  As the Grains of Wheat 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Thank you, merciful God, for gladness in this bread and cup, for love that 
cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company of 
friends, for the splendors of creation, and for the mission of justice you 
have made our own. Open us to receive the gifts of this holy communion: 
oneness of heart, love for creation, welcome in this community, and the 
promise of friendship with the Spirit who delights in us. Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

 
 

Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Now the Green Blade Rises, arr. David Cherwien 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson 
 
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Lynn Belhorn 
Cantor Wendy Stoica 
Reader Kathleen Zwanziger 
ASL Interpreter Bryan Neal 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chimes Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Jon Disbro 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Producers Toshi Phillips, Sachio Phillips 
Communion Prep Becky Fisher, Lynn Belhorn, Michelle Clemence 
Hospitality Judith and Ashley Bird 
 

Noisy Offering will go to Star House center for youth. 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER MARCH 17 – 24 

Today 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 12:30 pm Confirmation Class 

Tuesday  ELECTION DAY – Please vote! 
 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and ZOOM Bible Study 
 6:30 pm Sister Act – Understanding Robert Frost 

Wednesday noon Lenten Soup and Discussion 
 7:00 pm IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM 
   Lenten Evening Prayer 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

