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ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s Easter Message

“So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them, and
they said nothing to anyone for they were afraid.” That's where the Gospel of Mark
originally ended. And it just seems so odd to me. It's so abrupt. | mean, the women had
seen the angel. He'd announced that Jesus was raised from the dead, and then he tells
them all this good news and wants them to go on their way. And they just are not going
to say a single word.

There are three words in that passage that really stand out for me, especially in
the Greek. One is fear — phobos. We get phobia from that. The other one is amazement
— ekstasis. We get ecstasy from that. And the other one has to do with being seized. It
actually means “being possessed.” So we take a look at these women, and they've had
this miraculous appearance by an angel. They've heard the good news that Jesus has
raised from the dead, and they're too afraid to do anything about it, and they just are going
to be silent. It seems that nothing changed. They came to take care of Jesus’ dead body
because on the Sabbath they could not work. But on the first day of the week, they were
there. They have this announcement, and then it's all the same.

Sometimes | think we feel like nothing's changed. Sometimes | think that the
events in our country, in our church, around the world are just so terrifying and so
overwhelming that it seems like the resurrection really didn't make a difference. But these
three words really say something about the women, and | think about us and, most
especially, about Easter. When they said that they were filled with amazement — this is
this ecstasy, ekstasis — they were really standing. It means literally standing in a different
place. So though they were still in the tomb and they hadn't reacted yet, nevertheless,
everything had changed. And because of the resurrection, we, all of us, are standing in a
different place. The whole of creation is standing in a different place. And the word for
fear, phobos, phobia we get from that. But it's really a sense of trembling in the presence
of God, of awe that they were actually filled with awe — not paralyzed by fear but filled
with awe. And | hope this Eastertide and all year round, we have a sense of the presence
of God that fills us with awe.

And it also says that they were seized with fear. Well, the word means
“possessed.” And yes, we believe that in baptism because of the resurrection, Jesus sent
the Holy Spirit and we now are all Spirit-possessed.

When things seem to be staying the same, when things seem to be happening and
coming at us so quickly, I think it's very important to take time to be a little amazed, to
be standing in a different place, to have a sense of this awe and trembling before the Lord,
and to allow ourselves to be possessed by the Spirit, who will give us power and courage
in these times.

My favorite hymn is “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song.” It's ELW 808. And
the last verse goes like this: “I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; but courage
will come with the sound of his steps by my side. And with all of the family Jesus saved
by his love, we’ll sing to his dawn at the end of our journey.”

Be well, dear church. Happy Easter.
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Redeemer Book Group to Discuss Anxious People on April 17

The author of Anxious People, Fredrik Backman, is best known for A Man Called Ove, which was Americanized
in last year's movie, "A Man Called Otto," starring Tom Hanks. All of Backman's writings reveal truths about the
challenge, beauty, and endless humor involved in being human.

Join Redeemers Book Group on Wednesday, April 17, from 7-8:30 p.m., as they discuss Anxious People.
There are lots of copies in the library.

Those wishing to join the group by Zoom should go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86071756592?pwd=dm5VN2FaZWIVcUK3bEQycTVRTmpSUT09; Meeting ID: 860
7175 6592; Passcode: 322720; Phone only: 312 626 6799.

Want to Get More Involved?
~=z53== Have you ever wondered how people get chosen to hold a communion tray? The assisting minister
(.:«3%7;3} generally holds one tray and asks another person to hold the second tray. That person is “chosen”
, because we know that person has done it in the past and would probably say yes if asked. If YOU are
interested in servicing in this capacity, please sign up on the bulletin board under the picture of the communion tray
or contact Kathy Zwanziger.
In addition, since the pandemic, the “usher team” has been limited to one person. We have now been

requested to have at least two ushers, one of whom would stay near the door to the sanctuary and hand
out bulletins. This means that you wouldn’t need to help carry the elements down the aisle (unless you
wanted to). If mobility is a concern but you want to help, this is a perfect way. Again, if YOU are interested, please
sign up on the bulletin board under the picture labeled “Usher” or contact Kathy Zwanziger. We intend to let you
know prior to the Sunday you would help.

Thanks to all of you for the myriad of ways you contribute to the life and mission of Redeemer!

2024 LSS/Food Collective Food Giveaways Begin April 18

“Now's the time, folks! We need your help at the April Food Giveaway, and we need the extra items, and we need
boxes! If you haven't let us know you're volunteering, now is the time ‘cause April 18 is this Thursday!”

Reminder to volunteers, the church parking lot is off-limits on Thursday afternoon, but there's ample parking
nearby.

If you'd like more information or just want to tell us you'll be there, just call or email the Church Office.

Redeemer is scheduled for the third Thursday of every month from April to October. The demand for food
assistance is still high, so this ministry effort Redeemer shares with Lutheran Social Services (LSS) and the Mid-
Ohio Food Collective is even more important!

Here are the 2024 dates and the “extra” items that will be collected each month. (The extra items are those
supplies which are not included in the contributions provided by LSS and Mid-Ohio nor are they covered by food
stamps but go a long way in helping those seeking assistance through the food giveaways. These items can be placed
in the baskets in Donation Station in the cloakroom by the Tuesday before each Giveaway.)

2024 Giveaway ‘Extras’
April 18: Hair care (shampoo, conditioner, etc.)
May 16: Soaps (hand and body soaps, bar, gel, foam)
June 20: Personal summer care (sunscreen, kid’s sunscreen, body lotion, insect repellant, etc.)
July 18: Basic school supplies (pencils, crayons, paper, etc., plus boxes of tissues)
August 15: Paper products (paper towels, toilet tissue, baby wipes, etc.)
September 19: Personal products (soap, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, dental floss, body lotion, nail care Kits,
etc.)
October 17: Cleaning supplies (wipes, paper towels, sponges, etc.).


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86071756592?pwd=dm5VN2FaZWlVcUk3bEQycTVRTmpSUT09
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Giveaway Process
Volunteers will follow the processes used the last few years: there will be a drive-thru process where customers
stay in their cars and volunteers will follow all the current physical distancing, hand washing, glove and face mask
guidelines.

In an effort to gauge the volunteer staffing for these events, and especially the one on Thursday, April 18,
those who are willing to help are asked to email or call the church office to let the church know. A sign-up sheet is
also available on the bulletin board. Volunteers of ALL AGES are welcome! And smaller blocks of time are also
possible!

“I know our congregational efforts to combat food insecurity in our communities are very meaningful for many
of us, and our outreach means so much to those we serve. So if you can volunteer (or if you’d like more info), please
get in touch with the church office asap!”

April 21 Adult Ed Class to Discuss ‘Creation Care’

On Sunday, April 21, the day before Earth Day, Redeemer’s Adult Ed class will talk about “Creation Care”
and how they find themselves responding to climate change. Joining the class from Seattle on Zoom is Mike Schut.
For 11 years, he served as program co-director for Seattle-based Earth Ministry, an organization that worked to
connect Christian faith with care and justice for all creation. Following that he worked as the economic and
environmental affairs officer for the Episcopal Church in the USA.

His published works include Simpler Living, Compassionate Life: A Christian Perspective, Food & Faith:
Justice, Joy, and Daily Bread, and Money and Faith: The Search for Enough.

According to Pastor Dave, “Mike will weave personal story with a bit of theology and lead us into conversation
about how the way we see the world and ourselves impacts caring for creation. We’ll not shy away from the grief
and powerlessness individuals, and congregations, feel today as we walk through a world so impacted by human
choice.” Learn more about Mike at www.mikeschut.com.

April 28 Adult Ed Class to Hear from Columbus Violence Reduction Team
Sunday morning, April 28, after worship, the Adult Ed class will host the director and three intervention specialists
who are part of the city's new program, Columbus Violence Reduction.

Columbus Violence Reduction (CVR) is Columbus’s adaptation of the Group Violence Intervention (GVI)
model which is an evidence-based strategy out of the National Network of Safe Communities. CVR is a three-
pronged approach that aims to reduce group/gang violence in Columbus, focusing on law enforcement, support and
outreach, and community moral voice.

The “law enforcement” message is that any future violence will be met with clear, predictable and certain
consequences. The “support and outreach” message is an offer of help from social service providers for those who
want it. The “community moral voice” message is a moral message from community representatives that violence
will not be tolerated.

The guiding principles of GVI are the following: do no harm; strengthen the community’s capacity to reduce
violence; enhance legitimacy; offer help to those that want it; get deterrence right; and use enforcement strategically.

CVR conducts two main interventions with participants: The call-session and custom notifications. These will
be explained at the presentation. The CVR is also present in the community in other places such as scene response,
hospital intervention, marches, and other events that promote peace and support the creation of community.

Research shows that a very small percentage of the community is driving a large (60-70 percent) of the serious
violence. Research also shows that if implemented correctly, CVR/GVI strategies can reduce group/gang violence
by 30-40 percent.

One of the driving forces behind the creation of CVR was Building Responsibility, Equality, and Dignity
(BREAD), of which Redeemer is an active member.

The energy behind this team is to do all they can to make sure people stay safe and alive and out of prison.

When news reports often convey the message that violence is an epidemic that can't be slowed down, these
leaders will show us that is not true. Transformation is not only possible, it's happening.

‘REJOICE! Theme for Easter Art Exhibit

The Easter theme for Redeemer’s Narthex art is REJOICE! Members and friends have loaned a variety of pieces
fitting the theme. Stop by the display in the Narthex during this joyous season!
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Redeemer Summer Book Study to Focus on Poverty, By America
In recent summer book studies, Redeemer’s Book Group has focused on immigration, racism, and death and dying.
This summer, they will discuss a book that begins with the statement: “The United States, the richest country on
earth, has more poverty than any other advanced democracy. Why?”

Pulitzer-prize author Matthew Desmond dives into that question in his book Poverty, By America. He looks
at causes, and, most importantly, presents his own solution for how actually to end poverty.

The group will meet Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. on June 19, June 26, July 3, and July 10. The group
is starting in June because Pastor Dave will be at the ELCA National Youth Gathering in the middle of July. They
will meet both in-person and on Zoom.

Both pastor and Sheryl Owens look forward to another summer of honest, enriching conversations.

Tuesday Bible Study Focuses on Resurrection Stories
The risen Christ talking with Mary Magdalene in the garden when she thinks he's a gardener ... the Road to
Emmaus ... Doubting Thomas ... the risen Christ cooking breakfast for the disciples and asking Peter three times,
"Do you love me?": some of the best-known stories in the gospels are stories about encounters people have on or
after the first Easter. What do these stories say? What do the resurrection stories in the different gospels have in
common? How are they quite different from each other?

Redeemer’s weekly Bible study is diving into these and other questions about how Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John tell the stories of Easter. Join the group Tuesdays from 1-2:30 p.m. in-person or on Zoom at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82259660622?pwd=R2pHTWI1bHRON1FHbFRZdStqbk9Bdz09; Meeting ID: 822
5966 0622; Passcode: 435549. Phone only at 312 626 6799.

NEW DATE: Sister Act to Discuss Palestinian History
Sister Act will now be meeting on Wednesday, May 1 instead of the previously announced date of April 24. Sister
Act will further its theme of “Understanding Justice” with a discussion on Palestinian history, led by Julie Johnson.
The group meets at 6:30 p.m. here at the church.

Being Good Stewards of Earth #2

Michele Disbro writes, “Leading up to Earth Day, we want to offer some good tips on how to be a good steward
of the earth. Did you know styrofoam can be recycled? However, don’t go putting it into your recycle container.
Styrofoam needs to be taken to 3770 Municipal Way in Hilliard or the Convenience Center at 2566 Jackson Pike.

“The Hilliard Styrofoam Collection Shack is across from the compost cans and is open to anyone. While plastic
foam is not recyclable through traditional methods, it can be recycled through densification.

“In 2021, the city of Hilliard received a grant from SWACO to purchase Central Ohio’s first densifier. The
Runi-brand equipment shreds styrofoam and then compresses out the air, reducing the volume of the foam to 1/50th
of its original volume. Put into perspective, a stack of styrofoam the size of an SUV can be compressed to the size
of one concrete block.

“Recycled styrofoam is commonly used for insulation, picture frames, park benches, coolers, infant car seats
and for added protection in sports and motor vehicle helmets.

“Please follow these rules when dropping off styrofoam recycling:

1. “Styrofoam must be clean. Remove all stickers and tape.
2. “Food containers, egg cartons, and styrofoam peanuts are not accepted at this time although they are anticipating

accepting those items beginning in July 2024.”
(Information collected from the City of Hilliard and City of Dublin websites along with www.ColumbusRecycles.com)

Redeemer Commissions BREAD Network Members
Kristi Hildebrand writes, “Have you ever been frustrated by all the issues you see in Franklin County and wish
there was something you could do to help? Well, you can by attending the Nehemiah Action on Tuesday, May 21.
Redeemer has committed to bringing 60 people that day (around our average weekly attendance). If you are
interested in attending, please contact Kristi Hildebrand, Michele Disbro, Carol Heacock, Emily Ott, or Kathy
Zwanziger or call the church office.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82259660622?pwd=R2pHTWl1bHR0N1FHbFRZdStqbk9Bdz09
http://www.columbusrecycles.com/
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“This has been a particularly successful period for BREAD, as solutions that they have pushed for have been
implemented and proven effective. As part of the Columbus Violence Reduction initiative, city agencies have
engaged 56 known violent offenders. Columbus City Schools has trained over 750 staff which include
administrators, counselors, social workers, and nurses in restorative practices. The ‘public tree code’ was passed in
December. Thank you for all your support of BREAD that has contributed to these wins!”
BREAD Upcoming Dates

- BREAD Rally: Monday April 15 at 7 p.m., Congregation Tifereth Israel, 1354 E. Broad Street, Columbus,
Ohio 43205.

- Nehemiah Action: Tuesday, May 21, 6:15 p.m. doors open; 6:40 p.m. event starts, Celeste Center, Ohio State
Fairgrounds.

- BREAD Celebration!: Monday, June 24 at 7 p.m., location TBA.

Important Emails
Dshull@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating directly with Pastor Dave.
Info@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the office, Reflections newsletter, Office Manager
Becky Trover, healing prayer requests or for general information.
MemberCare@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the Member Care team about needs for
personal ministry such as in-home communion, a home visit, meals, etc.
FinSec@RedeemerLuth.com — use for stewardship campaigns.
Itgroup@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with Redeemer’s IT Team for items related to the website.
Property@RedeemerLuth.com — use to report items that need repair in the church building.
SundaySchool@RedeemerLuth.com — use to offer suggestions for our Sunday School ministry.
Transportation@redeemerluth.com — use to request temporary transportation assistance.
Communications@redeemerluth.com — use to send church related announcements or pictures for sharing on
Redeemer’s social media sites. Another way is to tag Redeemer in the posts.

Publishing Deadlines for Reflections, Sunday Bulletins
For Reflections
+ PLEASE SUBMIT PRIOR TO 5 P.M. ON SUNDAYS.
+ Send to info@RedeemerLuth.com and put Reflections in subject line.
» Or leave a note in the Reflections mailbox at the top of the stairs outside the church office.

For Sunday Bulletins
The deadline for information to be published in Sunday bulletins is the Wednesday morning before. That
information can be sent to the above email: just put “Bulletin” in the subject line.

Prayers and Personals
Updated 2024 RLC Member Directory Coming End of April
An updated edition of the 2024 Redeemer Member Directory will be published by the end of the month. If anyone
has updates to their contact information, please let the church office know at 614-237-1263 or
info@RedeemerLuth.com.

April Birthdays
15-Jill Disbro 16-Mike Benis
18-1saac Marquez 19-April Smith
19-Damon Stewart 22-Grayson Ullman
23-Andy Skoog 24-Michelle Clemence
24-Elaine Disbro 27-Margie Frazier
27-Dora Pinder 28-Edwina Bradley
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Holy Week

By Pastor Stephen Bond
He always traveled light
but this time he came
to the city completely
empty-handed.

And so he asked for everything.

And everything needful was supplied —
the secondhand donkey
the spare room lent for dinner
with the leftover bread,
the towel of the servant,
Barabbas’ cross,
nails donated by Caesar,
the borrowed grave.

And when he was finished with them all,
each in turn was returned

no worse for the wear,

and all was restored.

He would go on his way again

undeterred, unencumbered,

unstoppable,

and empty-handed as ever;
save for the scars.

Gaza and Palestine
Julie Johnson submitted the following update on Gaza and Palestine:

“Much has happened since | last updated the article on Palestine. Aid workers from World Central Kitchen
have been killed and the United States has taken its firmest stance on Israel’s actions. The known death toll in Gaza
is over 33,000 with tens of thousands unaccounted for and probably buried in the rubble that is present day Gaza.
Death by famine and disease is ongoing. And the hostages are still be held and their condition is unknowable.

“The question continues to be what can we do? Israel says it will open two more land access points for
humanitarian aid. The question remains how speedy the process will be to let aid through and how safe the aid
workers are from military attacks.

“These are things we can do:

“1. Advocate with the Biden administration to continue to press for an immediate ceasefire. This includes support
when the administration does act, as they have most recently.

2. Support restored funding for UNRWA which has the most experience with aid distribution in Gaza.

“3. Financially support World Central Kitchen, the World Food Program and Red Crescent who are working directly
to provide much needed aid.

“This is an incredibly complex time in an unbelievably complex region. Condemnation of any person, group,
religion, or country won’t help. But neither can we be silent.”
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Lutheran Women'’s Spring Gathering Set for May 5

All Lutheran women are invited to attend the annual Central Ohio Conference Spring Gathering set for Sunday,
May 5 at Peace Lutheran Church (455 Clark State Rd., Gahanna). Guest speaker is Mary Miller, a professional
musician, humorist and inspirational speaker.

In addition, a freewill offering will be collected for Lutheran Social Services as well as gift cards from Lowes
or Home Depot which will be donated to victims of the tornadoes in Logan County for repair and building supplies.

Registration begins at 1:30 p.m. with the program getting underway at 2 p.m.

Also on the agenda is an update from the conference board as well as singing and refreshments.

Questions should be directed to Janet Dixon: 614-475-2772 dixon201@earthlink.net or Nancy Labuhn:
614-315-4771 nlabuhn@yahoo.com.

Seminary to Celebrate Anniversary of Tibor Sculpture
Trinity Lutheran Seminary and JewishColumbus will celebrate the 25" anniversary of Alfred
Tibor’s sculpture honoring Holocaust survivors on Sunday, May 5 at 2 p.m. at the seminary
(2199 E. Main St. Bexley). The sculpture stands at the entrance to the seminary.

Prayer Concerns from ELCA
April 16 Ask God for the openness to reflect on our nation’s history of injustice and inequality and for the courage
and humility to overcome racial, religious and gender bias.
17 Give thanks that we can live in the joy of being God’s children and that, though we may not understand
completely what that means, it will be fully revealed to us someday.
18 Praise God for the lengthening daylight of spring, which stirs new life and reminds us of the light God brings
into the world through the gift of Jesus Christ.
19 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Northern Texas-Northern
Louisiana and Western lowa synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire them as they reflect on the
mission of the church, choose leaders and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our neighbors in
need.
20 Remember in prayer our ministry in Africa through ELCA Global Mission, which works alongside Lutheran
churches and agencies in 24 African countries and supports the work of the Lutheran World Federation’s
Department for World Service.
21 Jesus, our good and loving shepherd, laid down his life for us, his sheep. Give thanks and praise to God!
22 Remember in prayer our neighbors and siblings in Christ whose vocations pull them away from their family,
friends, congregation and community. Pray that the Holy Spirit will sustain their faith and spirit and that we will
express our connection with them as they come and go.

Recycle Eclipse Glasses
The Columbus Metropolitan Library (CML) has partnered with SWACO to collect gently used eclipse glasses after
the big event Monday, April 8. Drop off the glasses at any of the 23 libraries.
The collected glasses will be sent to schools in Latin America ahead of a total eclipse they’ll experience in
October.

Bexley Library Sale Set for April 19-21
The Bexley Library will hold its annual Spring Book Sale Friday, April 19 through Sunday, April 21. Thousands
of gently-used books, movies and music will be available in the library auditorium.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 1-4 p.m. on Sunday.
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Keflections

Readings: Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be
satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

A Prayer for Peace
For those who are fleeing: sanctuary
For those who are staying: safety
For those who are fighting: peace.
For those whose hearts are breaking: comfort
For those who see no future: hope.

+ For the people of Ibada ya Kiswahili Lutheran Church in Columbus.

+ For Redeemer community members Laura and Terry Warren.

Each week we remember in our prayers in worship those who cannot be with us and those with special needs
and concerns: Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Bonnie Hegreness, Heidi Carman, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister
Kleta Childs, Jeremy Davis, Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s
sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Becky Trover’s sister Maddie Sutphin, Skye Andree, Carolyn
Moehring, Kris Kauffman, Emily Ott’s aunt Kathy Richter, Ruth Murray’s daughter Ellen Rose, John Kennedy’s sister
and brother-in-law Becky and Vic Wolfe, Kathie Ehrich; Terry Warren’s sister Elaine Warren, Nathaniel Bird’s
mother-in-law Rose Jordan, Heidi Carman, David Williams, Lorien Dana.

Presiding Minister ~ Dave Shull
Assisting Minister ~ Emily Ott
Cantor  Mary Benis
ASL Interpreter ~ Bryan Neal
Organist & Senior Choir Director ~ Kathy Rapp
Pianist & Chime Choir Director ~ Karen Kent
Usher  Nate Ott
Verger  Michelle Clemence/Wendy Stoica
Producers  Tom Mimlitch, Scott Steiner
Communion Prep  Kathleen Zwanziger, Naomi Morgan
Hospitality ~ Judith and Ashley Bird

Flowers are given by Judith and Ashley Bird in memory of
the best “Mamaw” ever — Wanda Slater — on her birthday.
Noisy Offering will go to World Central Kitchen.



This Week at Redeemer
April 15 - 22, 2024
Monday 5:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts Troop 2462

6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts Troop 1143
7:00 p.m.  BREAD Rally, Congregation Tifereth Israel
Tuesday 1:00 p.m.  Bible Study
7:00 p.m.  Journaling Workshop
Wednesday 10:00a.m.  Coffee and Conversation
7:00 p.m.  Book Group
Thursday 1-3:00 p.m.  Food Giveaway SET UP
3-5:30 p.m. LSS/ MidOhio Food Giveaway
Sunday 8:45a.m.  Senior Choir Rehearsal
10:00 a.m.  IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
11:15a.m.  IN-PERSON and Zoom Adult Ed
12:30 p.m.  Confirmation Class

Monday 6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts Troop 1143




