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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Services of worship and other events at Redeemer are routinely livestreamed or photographed. If you do 
not want your image to be captured on livestreaming or in photographs, please speak to an usher or the leader 
of the event so that you can be offered alternative seating in the gathering area or can be excluded from the 
photograph. 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude Break Thou the Bread of Life, arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 

Welcome 
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Hymn  O God of Every Nation 

 
 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 
God of Compassion, your Christ offers us a kind of peace that is so 

different from what this world calls "peace."  Help us trust that, with the 
Spirit's presence, the love of friends, and our own strength and wisdom, 
no matter what is going on around us, we can live as people who are 
whole and well, in the manner of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated 
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 

Reading Acts 16:9-15   (The Message, inclusivized) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Paul had a dream: A Macedonian stood on the far shore and called across 
the sea, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” The dream gave Paul 
his map. We went to work at once getting things ready to cross over to 
Macedonia. All the pieces had come together. We knew now for sure 
that God had called us to preach the good news to the Europeans. 

Putting out from the harbor at Troas, we made a straight run for 
Samothrace. The next day we tied up at New City and walked from there 
to Philippi, the main city in that part of Macedonia and, even more 
importantly, a Roman colony. We lingered there several days. 

On the Sabbath, we left the city and went down along the river where we 
had heard there was to be a prayer meeting. We took our place with the 
women who had gathered there and talked with them. One woman, 
Lydia, was from Thyatira and a dealer in expensive textiles, known to be 
a God-fearing woman. As she listened with intensity to what was being 
said, Christ gave her a trusting heart—and she believed! 

After she was baptized, along with everyone in her household, she said in a 
surge of hospitality, “If you’re confident that I’m in this with you and 
believe in Christ truly, come home with me and be my guests.” We 
hesitated, but she wouldn’t take no for an answer. 

 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 67 

 

 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
 may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 Let your way be known upon earth, 
 your saving health among all nations. 
 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
 let all the peoples praise you. 
 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
 for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on 

earth. 
 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
 let all the peoples praise you. 
 The earth has brought forth its increase; 
 God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 May God give us blessing, 
 and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel John 14:21-29   (The Message, inclusivized) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his followers, “The person who knows my commandments 
and keeps them, that’s who loves me. And those who love me will be 
loved by my Abba, and I will love them and make myself plain to them.” 

Judas (not Iscariot) said, “Master, why is it that you are about to make 
yourself plain to us but not to the world?” 

“Because a loveless world,” said Jesus, “is a sightless world. All who love 
me will carefully keep my word and my Abba will love them—we’ll move 
right into the neighborhood! Not loving me means not keeping my words. 
The message you are hearing isn’t mine. It’s the message of the One 
who sent me. 

“I’m telling you these things while I’m still living with you. The Friend, the 
Holy Spirit whom my Abba will send at my request, will make everything 
plain to you. The Spirit will remind you of all the things I have told you. 
I’m leaving you well and whole. That’s my parting gift to you. Peace. I 
don’t leave you the way you’re used to being left—feeling abandoned, 
bereft. So don’t be upset. Don’t be distraught. 

“You’ve heard me tell you, ‘I’m going away, and I’m coming back.’ If you 
loved me, you would be glad that I’m on my way to my Abba, who is the 
goal and purpose of my life. 

“I’ve told you this ahead of time, before it happens, so that when it does 
happen, the confirmation will deepen your belief in me.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Spoken Reflection I'M LEAVING YOU WELL AND WHOLE 
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Musical Reflection 

 I Have Decided to Follow Jesus setting by John Carter 
  Senior Choir 
 

REFRAIN 
I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning back. 

 

The world behind me, the cross before me, 
the world behind me, the cross before me. 
The world behind me, the cross before me, 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 

He leadeth me, O blessed thought! 
O words with heavenly comfort fraught! 
What e'er I do, where e'er I be, still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me. 
He leadeth me, He leadeth me. By His own hand He leadeth me; 
His faithful follower I would be; for by His hand He leadeth me.  

REFRAIN 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
We honor and celebrate our oneness with Christians in this time and 

throughout time as expressed in these historic words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

  



10 

Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... 
 After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer. 
 

  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Bonnie Hegreness, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, 

Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister 
Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and Larry Trover’s son-in-law 
Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Ruth Murray’s daughter Ellen Rose and family, 
Kathie Ehrich, Dottie and Larry Bird, Kelley Frank’s mother Charlotte Frank, Al Debelak, 
Karen Rider’s friend Betsy Wagner, Laura Warren’s brother and sister-in-law Cynthia and 
Sam Hudson, Edwina Bradley, Kevin Bailey, Kandice Hoddinott’s family on the passing of her 
mother-in-law 

For the people of St. Phillip Lutheran Church in Columbus 
For Redeemer community members Katie, Andy, Wally, Kennedi, and Ruby Jacobs 
 
 

Time with the Young People 
 
 

Sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty 
handshake or a hug. 

For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign 
of blessing to let others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 

We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before 
greeting those in the sanctuary. 
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WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
 

In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

We stand in the resurrection garden of God – a place filled and shaped by 
love and ripe with all it might become when we are open to the Spirit’s 
life and ours becoming one. This is the table of the risen Christ – a place 
fashioned and furnished by love and rich with its promises. So come – 
whether you have seen and believed, or are dubious and doubting still, 
whether you confess confidently, or come to this meal with a fragile, 
fearful heart. Come and share these gifts of grace, encounter Christ. 
Come and be healed by Love and transformed by Life. 

We remember with wonder and joy that Love, though broken on a cross, 
was not defeated. We rejoice that Love, though swallowed by death, was 
not silenced. Neither defeated nor silenced, Love lives and speaks words 
of welcome, healing and hope to all. In awe of all you have done and all 
you are doing through us, we join our voices with that of Creation and 
with all those who bear witness across the world and throughout the 
ages to the eternal power of your Love and Life: 
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Before the bright dawn in the garden in which Love was resurrected, before 
the cold silence of the tomb by which Love was swallowed, before the 
brutal horror of the cross on which Love was broken, before the bitter 
struggle of the Gethsemane garden through which Love affirmed its 
choices, Jesus ate a final supper with his friends. 

He took bread, blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take this, and eat! This is my body, broken for you. Do this to remember 
me.” After supper, he took a cup of wine and gave it to them, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 

 

And so we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Recalling that meal and honoring that life, eating this bread and drinking 
this cup, we thank you, God, for making us part of the ongoing story of 
your Love and Life. Now, we pray, send your Holy Spirit on us and on 
these gifts of bread and wine, that we may once again encounter Christ’s 
Love and be transformed by Christ’s Life. 

 

Sharing the Meal 
 

Whoever you are, from wherever you come, whatever you believe, you are 
welcome and invited to receive. Come! For all things are now ready. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 
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Hymn  Bread of Life from Heaven 
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Hymn  Eat This Bread 

 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give you thanks, Holy God, that in this meal, Jesus Christ, Love 

resurrected, has met us once again in this garden and touched and 
transformed us with Life. May the peace of the Resurrected One – the 
challenging peace of committed life, the liberating peace of selfless love, 
the vibrant peace of new possibility – recall us to radical living, empower 
us for rich loving, and transform us with radiant joy. Alleluia! Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
 

Hymn  Build a Longer Table 

 
 
 

Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, arr. John Carter 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 

The Message (MSG) ©1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 Eugene H. Peterson 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Connie Criswell 
Cantor Jennifer Young 
ASL Interpreter Marilyn Floyd 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Ashley Bird 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Communion Prep Misato In, Carol Heacock, Karen Rider 
Producers Judith Bird, April Smith 
Hospitality Sara Auman and Julianne Johnson 
 

Flowers are given by Heidi Carmen in thanks for healing. 
The Noisy Offering will go to CRIS [Community Refugee and Immigration Service] 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER MAY 25 – JUNE 1 
 

Today 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
  with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 

Monday  Memorial Day – office closed 

Tuesday 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and ZOOM Bible Study 
 7:00 pm Journaling Workshop 

Wednesday 10:00 am Remembrance Garden Team 

Next Sunday 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 

 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

