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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Services of worship and other events at Redeemer are routinely livestreamed or photographed. If you do 
not want your image to be captured on livestreaming or in photographs, please speak to an usher or the leader 
of the event so that you can be offered alternative seating in the gathering area or can be excluded from the 
photograph. 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming arr. Brian Chung 
 
 

Advent Candle Lighting Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

 

 
 
 

Welcome 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 
God of Play and Delight, Jesus told us when we live in this world with the 

wonder and freedom of children, we catch glimpses of the world you 
dream of. May we listen well to the young people in our midst, so we 
might be reminded of the wisdom they know which we too easily forget. 
We pray in the name of the Coming One, who always and everywhere 
invited children to come to him. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 

Please be seated 
 

“BACK TO THE FIRST CHRISTMAS” 
 

The idea for this story came from the creative mind of Kathryn Ott. 
All the young people turned it into a story. 

Based on their awesome work, Pastor Dave turned it into a play. 
Most of the shepherds’ words come from a pageant written by Bob Perkins, 

a member of a church Dave served in Seattle. 
 

Cast 
Narrator: Katie Jacobs 
Amanda: Kathryn Ott 
Mary and Ox: Ruby Jacobs 
Angel and Donkey: Caroline Ott 
Angel: Shanaëlle Saint Felix 
Joseph: Dave Shull 
Innkeeper: Wendy Stoica 
Shepherd: Wendy Stoica 
Shepherd: Sheryl Owens 
Shepherd: Nancy Magargal 
Holy Family: Surprise cameo appearances 
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Hymn  Joy to the World 
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Sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

We greet those who are livestreaming with us by waving to the camera in the back of the 
sanctuary above the choir loft. Then you are encouraged to greet each other in a way that 

expresses the peace and love of Christ. 
If you do not wish close contact, offer a sign of blessing to others to let them know you are 

more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 
 
 

Musical Reflection 

 Ave, Ave, the Angel Sang Robert Lau 
 Choir 
 

O lowly maiden, O blessed woman, 
You have been chosen to bring us the king. 
Peace be with you, O fairest holy one, 
Mary, mother, child of God. 
 

REFRAIN 
Ave, ave, ave Maria. 
Ave, ave the angel sang. 
Ave, ave, ave Maria 
Ave, ave the angel sang. 

 

Fair one so gentle, filled with the Spirit, 
You will bear Jesus, the savior of all. 
Don't be afraid now, God's love surrounds you. 
Mary, mother, child of God.  REFRAIN 
 

What will you call him, O lovely maiden? 
Rulers and nations will bow at his name. 
Let all creation give thanks for the holy one: 
Jesus, Savior, child of God.  REFRAIN 
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Community Prayers 

After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer. 
 

  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, 
Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s 
sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and 
Larry Trover’s son-in-law Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich, 
Dottie and Larry Bird, Kelley Frank’s mother Charlotte Frank, Karen Rider’s niece Tammy 
and her friend Betsy Wagner, Sue, Tim, and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, 
Debbie Turner’s friends Sherrie and Jim Tompkins, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, Grace and 
Ken Jones and their son Dan Jones, Ranel and Neil Hoddinott’s son-in-law Russ Ward, 
sister and brother-in-law Paulie and Jerry Shaffer, and friend Lana’s daughter Mary 
For the people of Ibada ya Kiswahili Lutheran Church in Pataskala 
For Redeemer community member Heidi Sherer 
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WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
 
 

In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is right and good for us to gather at this table of Emmanuel – God-with-
us. This is the place where bread and wine remind us how to live and 
love as those who inhabit God’s time, and work to build God’s Beloved 
Community. This is the place where we recognize that the one for whom 
we wait is also the one who is already, and always, here with us. 

So come! Whether you are watching for the dawn, or dreading first light, 
whether you are waiting with hope, or hiding your face, come with quiet 
confidence. Here Emmanuel watches for our coming, and waits with love 
and joy to welcome us in. 

The story of Emmanuel is the story of God – waiting to inhabit time, who 
took on flesh and form, and lived among us, so that we might re-imagine 
life. It is the story of Jesus – waiting to be betrayed, who shared supper 
with his friends, where he took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body, broken for you. 
Do this to remember me.” And after supper he took the cup and gave it 
to them, saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to 
remember me.” 

And so, taking this bread and wine, we remember and celebrate the waiting 
which began to change the world; and we join our voices with all who still 
wait and work for that change to come to completion: 
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God of grace, as we follow the example of Jesus, send your Holy Spirit 
upon us, and on these gifts of bread and wine. May we find the 
imagination, the courage, and the strength to use our waiting times to 
build your Beloved Community of joy, justice, and peace, for which we 
now pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Meal 
 

Whoever you are, from wherever you come, whatever you believe, you are 
welcome and invited to receive. Come! For all things are now ready. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 
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Hymn  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
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Hymn  In the Bleak Midwinter 

 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Holy Mystery, the earth still waits for its healing. May we who are part of 

that waiting take and use the waiting times to re-imagine how we can be 
healers of creation. Open our hands and hearts to embrace and use the 
uncertain times to learn how to live and love. So may our watching and 
waiting join with that of Emmanuel to realize your beloved community 
here on earth. Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
 

Hymn  like a child 
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Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Joy to the World arr. John Ness Beck 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 

Contemporary English Version (CEV) ©1995 American Bible Society 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Contemporary-English-Version-CEV-Bible/
http://www.americanbible.org/
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Mary Benis 
Cantor Scott Steiner 
ASL Interpreter Emily Ott 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Mike Benis 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Communion Prep Becky Trover, Michele Disbro, Otts 
Producers April Smith, Judith Bird 
Hospitality Wendy Stoica, Karen Rider 
 

Flowers are given by Melissa Hackim celebrating Debbie Turner’s birthday. 
The Noisy Offering will go to ELCA Good Gifts. 

 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER DECEMBER 21 – 28 
 

Today 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
   and Children’s Christmas Program 
 11:15 am Decorate sanctuary for Christmas Eve 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 

Wednesday 7:00 pm IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM 
   Christmas Eve Worship 

Thursday 10:00 am IN-PERSON only 
   Christmas Morning Worship 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

