
  

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

January 25, 2026 + 10:00 a.m. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude Let Us Break Bread Together arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 

Welcome 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Rise, Shine, You People! 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise  



4 

 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 

Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness 
that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 

Reading Isaiah 9:1-4   (New Revised Standard Version) 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time 
[the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, 
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
 on them light has shined. 
 You have multiplied exultation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 For the yoke of their burden 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 
 

 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
 One thing I ask of the LORD; one | thing I seek; 
 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to 

gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God | in the 
temple. 

 For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
 hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high 

up- | on a rock. 
 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 
 Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of 

rejoicing; I will sing and make music | to the LORD. 
 Hear my voice, O LORD, | when I call; 
 have mercy on me and | answer me. 
 My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 
 Your face, O LORD, | I will seek. 
 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 
 Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God 

of | my salvation. 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel Matthew 4:12-25   (New Revised Standard Version) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee.  He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, 
in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,  so that what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
 on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 
 the people who sat in darkness 
 have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
 light has dawned.” 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 

 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishers.  And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of people.”  Immediately they left their nets and followed him.  As 
he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets, and he called them.  Immediately they left the boat and their father 
and followed him. 

 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people. So his fame spread throughout all 
Syria, and they brought to him all the sick, those who were afflicted with 
various diseases and pains, people possessed by demons or having 
epilepsy or afflicted with paralysis, and he cured them. And great crowds 
followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from 
beyond the Jordan. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Sermon LIGHT IN THE SHADOWS 
 Rev. Karen Chakoian 
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Musical Reflection 

 Come Follow Me Albrecht/Althouse 
 Choir 
 

The kingdom of heaven is near. 
As you have received, so, then must you give. 
Be not afraid with the Lord at your side, 
for Jesus died so we may live. 
 REFRAIN 
 He said, "Come follow me. Come follow me. 
 Come by yourselves to a quiet place. 
 Come follow me. Come follow me." 
 That someday we may see His face. 

 

Those who are weary, take rest. 
Look to Him for comfort and He will soothe your soul.  
For He is gentle and humble in heart,  
and Jesus died, to make us whole. 
 REFRAIN 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
We honor and celebrate our oneness with Christians in this time and 

throughout time as expressed in these historic words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... 
 After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer. 
 

  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Bebe McCoy’s 

brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister Val, 
John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and Larry Trover’s son-in-law 
Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich, Dottie and Larry Bird, 
Kelley Frank’s mother Charlotte Frank, Karen Rider’s niece Tammy and her friend 
Betsy Wagner, Sue, Tim, and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, Debbie Turner’s friends Sherrie and 
Jim Tompkins, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, Grace and Ken Jones and their son Dan Jones, Ranel 
and Neil Hoddinott’s son-in-law Russ Ward, sister and brother-in-law Paulie and Jerry Shaffer, 
Drusanne Shaulis; Kelley Frank, Don Luck, Heidi Sherer’s uncle Steve Sherer. 
Barbara Hairston 

For the people of Reformation Lutheran Church in Columbus 
For Redeemer community member April Smith 

 
 

Time with the Young People 
 
 

Sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty handshake or a hug. 
For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign of blessing to let 

others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 
We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before greeting those 

in the sanctuary. 
 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
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In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

In a refugee child playing under a star, in an unknown young man 
requesting baptism, in a wandering preacher refreshed by water from a 
woman’s hand, God was waiting to be recognized and known, to 
transform seeing and change the world. 

In the routine smallness of everyday life, in the painful uncertainty of 
struggle and transition, in the timeless grace of hospitality, and the gifts 
of bread and wine, God is waiting to be recognized and known, to 
transform our seeing and change our world. 

Here, at this table, under the welcoming light of a morning star, the God of 
epiphanies waits to be encountered. So – though you may be weary and 
worn by your journey or stained and sore with travel – look up and see 
the star, lay aside your packs, and enter with joy for God waits here – to 
refresh and renew, to comfort and restore, to challenge and transform, to 
know, and be known. 

Now, gathered around this table, we recall and recount how the Epiphany 
God appeared in the actions and words of Jesus as he shared a last 
supper with his friends in which Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, 
and gave it to his friends, saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body, 
broken for you. Do this to remember me.” And after supper, Jesus took 
the cup and gave it to them, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. As often as you drink this, do so to remember me.” 
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Recalling and treasuring these things, we join our voices with those of all 
creation to recognize and celebrate the grace and goodness of God 
present and at work in the world. 

 

 
 

Epiphany God, send down your Holy Spirit now on us, and on these gifts of 
bread and wine – that we might recognize and know you present with us 
here, and in receiving the gifts of your love find ourselves renewed. By 
this meal, renew our commitment to make real the prayer Jesus teaches: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sharing the Meal 
 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Jesus welcomed all to this meal. 
So do we. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 

 

 
 

Musical Reflection 

 Fairest Lord Jesus arr. Sandra Eithun 
 Chime Choir 
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Hymn  I Love to Tell the Story 
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Hymn  Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal 

 
 

 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Emmanuel – bright Morning Star: Gift us the grace and generosity to 

respond freely and fully, whatever you might ask of us. So may our 
loving and living become places of epiphany where you can be 
recognized and known, and the transforming life of your Kingdom 
unleashed. Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
 

Hymn  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Wade in the Water arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Communion liturgy adapted from one written by the Rev. Bill Loader of the Uniting Church in Australia. 

 

For Pastoral Care contact Pastor Julianne Smeck (734-972-6126) 

 

 
This morning we welcome Rev. Karen Chakoian. 

Karen Chakoian is a retired pastor in the Presbyterian Church (USA). She served as 
Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Granville, Ohio from 2000-2024 after serving two 
congregations in Des Moines, Iowa. She and her husband Roland Fellows now spend 
much of their summers in Maine, and Karen enjoys spending time with her two adult 
children, step-son, two grandkids, her numerous siblings, and friends old and new. In 
retirement she volunteers in various roles in her church and supports several social 

justice causes. 
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 

Presiding Minister Rev. Larry Trover 
Preaching Rev. Karen Chakoian 
Assisting Minister Karen Rider 
Cantor Emily Kent 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Zak Hinkle-Moore 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Communion Prep Wendy Stoica, Maddie Sutphin 
Producers Judith Bird, April Smith 
Hospitality Annual Meeting 
 

Flowers are given by Donna Voelkel and Ruth Murray celebrating their 43rd Anniversary. 
The Noisy Offering will go to LSS Choices. 

 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER JANUARY 25 – FEBRUARY 1 
 

Today 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
  with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am Annual Congregational Meeting 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am Education Team - Library 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

