
  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 
 

February 1, 2026 + 10:00 a.m. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude I Am Thine, O Lord arr. Albin C. Whitworth 
 
 

Welcome 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Canticle of the Turning 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 

lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, 
and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the 
world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
 Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 

Reading Micah 6:1-8   (New Revised Standard Version) 

A reading from the prophet Micah 
 

Hear what the Lord says: 
 Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the Lord has a case against his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
 In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
 what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 “With what shall I come before the Lord 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
 and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 15 

 
 

 LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
 who speak the truth | from their heart; 
 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
 they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear 

the LORD. 
 They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their 

word. 
 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes 

a- | gainst the innocent. 
 Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. 
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Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-31   (New Revised Standard Version) 

A reading from St. Paul’s first letter to the early church at Corinth 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to 
save those who believe. For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 
so that no one might boast in the presence of God. In contrast, God is 
why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12   (New Revised Standard Version) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. And he began to speak and taught 
them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 

all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Sermon Rev. Grant Eckhart 
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Musical Reflection 

 Offertory John Ness Beck 
 Choir 
 

With what shall I come before the Lord, 
And bow myself before God on high! 
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, 
Shall I come before Him with yearling calves? 

 

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
Will ten thousand rivers of oil? 
Shall I give Him my firstborn for my transgressions, 
The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

 

He has shown you, O man; 
He has shown you what is good. 

 

And what does the Lord require of you 
But to do justice and to love kindness, 
And to walk humbly, walk humbly with your God? 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
We honor and celebrate our oneness with Christians in this time and 

throughout time as expressed in these historic words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

  



11 

Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... 
 After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer. 
 

  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Bebe McCoy’s 

brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister Val, 
John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and Larry Trover’s son-in-law 
Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich, Dottie and Larry Bird, 
Kelley Frank and Trina Thornton, Kelley’s mother Charlotte Frank, Karen Rider’s niece Tammy 
and her friend Betsy Wagner, Sue, Tim, and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, Debbie Turner’s 
friends Sherrie and Jim Tompkins, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, Grace and Ken Jones and their 
son Dan Jones, Ranel and Neil Hoddinott’s sister and brother-in-law Paulie and Jerry Shaffer, 
Drusanne Shaulis; Don Luck, family of Heidi Sherer’s uncle Steve Sherer. Barbara Hairston, 
WilFrantz Raymond’s sister Cheslie 

For the people of Resurrection Lutheran Church in Hilliard 
For Redeemer community members Nancy Steiner, Scott Steiner, and Andrea Steiner 

 
 

Time with the Young People 
 

Sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty handshake or a hug. 
For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign of blessing to let 

others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 
We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before greeting those 

in the sanctuary. 
 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
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In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

In a refugee child playing under a star, in an unknown young man 
requesting baptism, in a wandering preacher refreshed by water from a 
woman’s hand, God was waiting to be recognized and known, to 
transform seeing and change the world. 

In the routine smallness of everyday life, in the painful uncertainty of 
struggle and transition, in the timeless grace of hospitality, and the gifts 
of bread and wine, God is waiting to be recognized and known, to 
transform our seeing and change our world. 

Here, at this table, under the welcoming light of a morning star, the God of 
epiphanies waits to be encountered. So – though you may be weary and 
worn by your journey or stained and sore with travel – look up and see 
the star, lay aside your packs, and enter with joy for God waits here – to 
refresh and renew, to comfort and restore, to challenge and transform, to 
know, and be known. 

Now, gathered around this table, we recall and recount how the Epiphany 
God appeared in the actions and words of Jesus as he shared a last 
supper with his friends in which Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, 
and gave it to his friends, saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body, 
broken for you. Do this to remember me.” And after supper, Jesus took 
the cup and gave it to them, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. As often as you drink this, do so to remember me.” 

Recalling and treasuring these things, we join our voices with those of all 
creation to recognize and celebrate the grace and goodness of God 
present and at work in the world. 
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Epiphany God, send down your Holy Spirit now on us, and on these gifts of 
bread and wine – that we might recognize and know you present with us 
here, and in receiving the gifts of your love find ourselves renewed. By 
this meal, renew our commitment to make real the prayer Jesus teaches: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Meal 
 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Jesus welcomed all to this meal. 
So do we. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 
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Hymn  Jesus, the Very Thought of You 
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Hymn  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 

 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Emmanuel – bright Morning Star: Gift us the grace and generosity to 

respond freely and fully, whatever you might ask of us. So may our 
loving and living become places of epiphany where you can be 
recognized and known, and the transforming life of your Kingdom 
unleashed. Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
 

Hymn  When Our Song Says Peace 

 
 

Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Rise Up, Your Light Has Come! arr. Ronald A. Nelson 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Communion liturgy adapted from one written by the Rev. Bill Loader of the Uniting Church in Australia. 

 

For Pastoral Care contact Pastor Julianne Smeck (734-972-6126) 

 

 
This morning we welcome Rev. Grant Eckhart. 

Pastor Grant Eckhart has served as your pastor on campus at Jacob’s Porch, your 
Lutheran Campus Ministry in Central Ohio, for the last 13 years. Grant is married with 

two young children. For more information about your Lutheran Campus Ministry, to refer 
a student, or to give a gift online to the ministry you may go to www.jacobsporch.com  

  

 

http://www.jacobsporch.com/
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 

Presiding Minister Rev. Grant Eckhart 
Assisting Minister Jon Disbro 
Cantor Jennifer Young 
ASL Interpreter Emily Ott 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Helen Brunston 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Communion Prep Diane Brobeck, David Williams 
Producers Sue Yehling, Michele Disbro 
Hospitality Sara Auman and Julianne Johnson 
 

The Noisy Offering will go to LSS CHOICES. 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER FEBRUARY 1 – 8 
 

Today 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
  with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am Education Team 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 

Monday 4:30 pm ZOOM Executive Team 

Tuesday 5:15 pm Outreach Team 

Wednesday 12:30-4 pm RLC at LSS Food Pantry 

Saturday 12:00 pm Hymn Pickin’ 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am Sunday School for all ages 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

