A Reconciling in Christ congregation,
celebrating the diversity of God’s children
and fostering understanding
UT QrOﬂ ChUl’Ch and healing in community G?)

Second Sunday in Lent

Art found on the side of a building in the Silwan (Siloam) district of East Jerusalem
during a visit by an international delegation of theological educators, June, 2025

March 1, 2026 + 10:00 a.m.

Followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all...



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

In Preparation for Worship
¢ Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship.
o Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify
our way of life as followers of Jesus.
e Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance.
o Please silence your cell phone.

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship.

Prelude Chorale on “Foundation”, arr. Janet Linker

Welcome
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Please stand in body or spirit

Hymn How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for 1 am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all -suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ‘reign, ¢ - ter - mnal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What  more can he say than to  you he has  said
rnu strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The flames shall not hurt you; 1 on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - idor for ref - uge have fled?
up -  held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs they shall still in my bo - som be borne”
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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0
p A
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
Q 1 ! [ — I I o— P—
G o > - e
%  —" & ‘—J—\__, =
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new

birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that
by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated



WE PROCLAIM THE WORD
Reading Genesis 12:1-7 (New Revised Standard Version)
A reading from the book of Genesis

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that | will show you. | will make of you a
great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and the one who
curses you | will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took
his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot and all the possessions that they
had gathered and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran, and
they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the
land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the
land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring | will
give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared
to him.

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Amen.




Psalm 121
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year € © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

| lift up my eyes ! to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
My help comes | from the LoORD,
the maker of heav- ! en and earth.
The Lorb will not let your ! foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
Behold, the keep- ! er of Israel
will neither slum-! ber nor sleep;
the LoRD watches ! over you;
the LORD is your shade at ! your right hand;
the sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
The LoRrp will preserve you ! from all evil
and will I keep your life.
The Lorb will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore.




Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 (New Revised Standard Version)
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the early church at Rome

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according
to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to
boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say?
“‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as
something due. But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies
the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is
no law, neither is there transgression.

For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (who is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Amen.

Please stand in body or spirit
Gospel Acclamation
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Let your stead - fast love come to us, O Lord.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.



Gospel John 3:1-17 (New Revised Standard Version)
The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you
do unless God is with that person.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’'s womb and be born?”
Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of
God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is
flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that |
said to you, ‘You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we
have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. If | have told you about
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you
about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but
in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon WHAT'S IN A PROMISE?



Musical Reflection

I Lift Up Mine Eyes Allen Pote
Choir

I lift up mine eyes to the hills, and | wonder from where comes my help?

My help, it comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

| lift up mine eyes to the hills, and | wonder, | wonder, where is my
help?

REFRAIN

He will not let you stumble, He will not let you fall,

The Lord is your keeper. The sun will not strike you by day
Nor the moon by night, the Lord will keep your life.

| life up mine eyes to the hills, and | wonder, | wonder where is my
help?

The Lord will keep you from all evil, He will keep your life.

The Lord will keep you from all evil, He will keep your life,

He will keep your going out, and your coming in

from this time forth and forever more.

| lift up mine eyes to the hills, and | wonder from where comes my help?

My help, it comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

| lift up mine eyes to the hills, and | wonder, | wonder, where is my
help?




Apostles’ Creed

We honor and celebrate our oneness with Christians in this time and
throughout time as expressed in these historic words:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Community Prayers

Let us pray....
After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer.

Amen.

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns:

Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Bebe McCoy’s
brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister Val and mother
Margaret Bowling, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and
Larry Trover’s son-in-law Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich, Dottie
and Larry Bird, Kelley Frank and Trina Thornton, Kelley’s mother Charlotte Frank,

Karen Rider’s friend Betsy Wagner, Sue, Tim, and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman,

Debbie Turner’s friends Sherrie and Jim Tompkins, Grace and Ken Jones and their son
Dan Jones, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, Ranel and Neil Hoddinott’s sister and brother-in-law
Paulie and Jerry Shaffer, Barbara Hairston, Drusanne Shaulis; WilFrantz Raymond’s sister
Cheslie; Don Luck, Greg Williams, Kathy and Tom Mimlitch’s daughter Holly Ragland, Nate
and Alyssha Bird

For the people of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Delaware

For Redeemer community members Melissa Hackim, Maddie Sutphin, and Debbie Turner
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Time with the Young People

Sharing the peace

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty handshake or a hug.
For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign of blessing to let
others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance.

We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before greeting those
in the sanctuary.

-u |l Dl

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to
share this communion meal.
Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome.
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In body or spirit, please stand

Offertory
1*

You Are Holy

L
N I

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945
Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling
Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America,

South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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* May be sung in canon.



Great Thanksgiving
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0
o
o e —" ———— S —
J O o ‘--»........-/‘
Let us give thanks  to the Lord ou God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and joyful to lift our voices in praise to you, loving God!
You answer fear with grace and encourage our wayward steps toward
home. You make yourself present to all of creation, so your Spirit can
work through us to help mend the broken, bring justice to the excluded,
and welcome the forgotten.

You hold us in every sorrow, and bring us comfort and companions even in
the shadow of death. All your creatures behold your works, and join to
sing your steadfast love:
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Now, O God, we remember Jesus. He fasted and prayed; he was tempted
and tried. His commitment to follow your way led the powers of this world
to put him on a cross. Yet human hands cannot destroy your love. You
brought him to new life. He lives even now, our healer and friend. He
loved us well, loved us to the end, and loves us still.

So we remember on the night his closest friends abandoned and betrayed
him, he shared a meal with them in which he took bread, blessed it,
broke it, and gave it to them saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body
given for you. Do this to remember me.”

After the meal, Jesus took a cup of wine and gave it to them, saying, “This
is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.”

Holy Spirit, come! Bless this bread which you have given and human hands
have made. Let it become for us the bread of life. Bless also this cup,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. Let it become for us the cup of
salvation. Open us to recognize the living Christ in this bread and cup,
and in one another. And open us to live the words Jesus teaches:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Sharing the Meal

Whoever you are, from wherever you come, whatever you believe, you are

welcome and invited to receive. Come! For all things are now ready.
Please be seated

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray,
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on
request, ask Pastor.
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Hymn Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery
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Lent 2

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Marty Haugen

In our call to be a blessing,
may we be a blessing true;

may we live and die confessing

Christ as Lord of all we do.

Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Hymn O Living Breath of God
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Text: Osvaldo Catena, 1920-1986; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: VARVINDAR FRISKA, Swedish folk tune

Tr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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liv-ing Breath of God, Ho-ly Spir-it, breathe in us as we pray.




Prayer of Thanksgiving

Thank you, merciful God, for gladness in this bread and cup, for love that
cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company of
friends, for the splendors of creation, and for the mission of justice you
have made our own. Open us to receive the gifts of this holy communion:
oneness of heart, love for all creation, welcome in this community, and

the promise of friendship with the Spirit who delights in us. Amen.
WE ARE SENT
Please stand in body or spirit
Hymn Restore in Us, O God
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3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im -age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.

tize us in the r1is - en life that death can-not de - stroy.

we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.
Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Blessing Amen.
Announcements
Postlude Allegro on “Foundation”, arr. Janet Linker

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications.

For Pastoral Care contact Pastor Julianne Smeck (734-972-6126)
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dult Ed
March 1 + 11:15 am
TRoom 2

The Gift and Challenhse
of Interim Times

Emivn Ot

In-Persan and Zoom:
https:/iusl2web.zoom. us/|/88.328796 239 ?pwd

=10QGr6I9wrPHIkYbamIBHV QW aMzn Vu 1
Meeting ID: 883 2879 6239
Passcode: 890127

Lenten Soup and
Conversation
Wednesdeays Noon — 1:00
February 25 — March 25
Narthex

] SocCIAL
SERVICES

LSS Food Pantry
Wednesday, Mardh 4

12:30-4:00 pmv
Thursday, March 19
12:30-4:00 pmv
Contact Kathdeen Zwangiger
to-volunteer

Midweek Lenten Evening Prayer
Wednesdays February 25 - March 25

7:00 pm
In-®Person and Livestream
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March Birthdays:
| - Todd Darst
| - Kathy Denhard
3 - Ranel Hoddinott
3 - Larry Trover
4 - Petra Williams
7 - Earl Bradley
8 - Helen Brunston
8 - Al Rider
13 - Dave Engel
|4 - Laura Warren
14 -Tim Watson
15 - Kristi Hildebrand
17 - David Williams
24 - Carol Heacock
27 - Margie Farnham
30 - Colin Young

due March 11
Envelopes on bulletin board

First English Lutheran Church
Community Dinner
I Thursday, March 12

Food donations and volunteers needed
See Reflectionsfor details
- N B N EFE B B ®B 7

Network Meeting
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY

Presiding Minister Dr. Emlyn Ott
Assisting Minister Connie Criswell
Cantor Mary Benis
Organist & Choir Director Kathy Rapp
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent
Usher Judith Bird
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica
Producers Michele Disbro, Sue Yehling

Communion Prep
Julianne Johnson, Sara Auman, Kathleen Zwanziger
Hospitality Sara Auman & Julianne Johnson

The Noisy Offering will go to LSS CHOICES.

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER MARCH 1 -8
Today 8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion
11:15am IN-PERSON and Zoom Adult Education

Monday 4:30 pm ZooMm Executive Team
Tuesday 5:15 pm Zoowm Outreach Team
Wednesday Noon Lenten Soup and Discussion

12:30 pm RLC at LSS Food Pantry
7:00 pm  IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM
Lenten Evening Prayer

Next Sunday 8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion
11:15am Confirmation Class
11:15am IN-PERSON and Zoom Adult Education

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com
Office hours -9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Redeemer’s mission: To be followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all
Redeemer’s vision: To foster understanding and healing in community
Redeemer’s Values: Inclusion, Compassion, Justice
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