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Redeemer to Welcome Interim Pastor March 15 RLC Leaders
Following action by the Congregation Council over the weekend, OUR CONGREGATION

Redeemer will welcome Pastor Elizabeth Hoster as its interim pastor,
effective Sunday, March 15.

An Episcopal priest, she is just wrapping up an interim assignment at
Ascension and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Wyoming, OH. Before
that, she was the priest in charge at St. Luke’s Church in Granville OH.

She was also an extended supply priest during the merger process for
the now All Saints Lutheran and Episcopal Community in Washington
Courthouse.

Pastor Elizabeth, who was recommended to Redeemer by the
Southern Ohio Synod, met with the Congregation Council on Feb. 7 after
which the council decided to offer her the position.

Pastor Elizabeth received her bachelor’s degree in English literature
with a minor in history from Ohio University in 1987 and her Master of
Divinity degree in 2003 from the University of the South School of
Theology.

She currently sits on the board of Healthy Congregations and is a
hospice volunteer with Trinity Health/Mt. Carmel Health System.

Her interests include spiritual formation, social justice, music,
reading, camping, travel, scuba diving, storytelling and fiber arts surface
design.

But to get to know her better, folks are invited to a “getting to know”
installment of the Adult Forum on Sunday, March 15 where she will be
interviewed and there will be an opportunity to ask questions.
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The Redeemer Community
Direct Questions over Transition to Council President

Want to know who is doing what here at Redeemer? Who’s in charge? What is happening? During this transition
period until Redeemer gets an interim pastor, contact Council President Ashley Bird at jamnbird@aol.com; 614-
257-7245; or 614-239-9380. If he doesn’t know, he will be able to direct you to the person who does.

To better understand the call process, go HERE. The initial planning meeting of the Call Committee was held
Thursday, Jan. 22.

Two Ash Wednesday Services Set for Feb. 18
Redeemer will hold two Ash Wednesday services this Wednesday, Feb. 18: one at 7 a.m. and the other at 7 p.m.
Both will include the imposition of ashes and holy communion. The abbreviated 7 a.m. service will be in-person
only while the 7 p.m. service will be both in-person and livestreamed.

Then from Wednesday, Feb. 25 through Wednesday, March 25, Lenten Soup and Conversation will be held
from noon to 1 p.m. in the Narthex. The sign-up sheet to provide soup, bread or a dessert is on the bulletin board
next to the Library.

Midweek Lenten services run those same Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
For the complete Lent/Easter schedule for Redeemer, see the “poster” on the last page of this issue of
Reflections. (Consider printing it off and posting on the refrigerator door!)

Outreach Team Seeks Response to Signboard Survey
The Outreach Team oversees the signage around Redeemer since it’s part of the public face the congregation
presents to the community. The signboard on James Road has long been one of the ways the church communicates
with passers-by, and many neighbors have commented on the messages over the years.

The current signboard has some limitations, and the Outreach Team has considered going digital several times
in the past and is doing so once again. To help in their deliberations, they would like the congregation’s input and
thoughts. A survey is attached to this newsletter, and copies are also available in the Narthex.

Please share opinions by the end of the month.

Redeemer Holds Annual Meeting, Approves Spendmg PIan
Redeemer held its annual meeting Sunday, Feb. 15 at which time =
the congregation approved the proposed spending plan for 2026, the
Mission Endowment Fund distribution and revisions the Redeemer’s
constitution. »

Finance Officer Laura Warren provided a brief overview of |
the 2026 budget, noting that it totals $384,024 which is nearly
$100,000 less than last year’s budget which included the repaving of =8
the parking lot. In addition, the 2026 budget does not reflect the funds | ¢
that will eventually be distributed to the benevolence beneficiaries = = ]
because those are based on actual income and are distributed on a regular basis throughout the year. [Benevolence
beneficiaries include the ELCA/Southern Ohio Synod, First English Lutheran Church, HopeWood Pines (formerly
Lutheran Memorial Camp), Jacob’s Porch, LSS Food Pantries and Lutheran Social Services.]

And while Redeemer ended the year with a $11,105 deficit, Laura said that is not an issue for the church
because Redeemer has a “strong balance sheet.”

She added that Redeemer is “fortunate because it has no loans and has very generous people.” And, in fact, the
church was able to move $22,000 to the Columbus Foundation for the building and equipment fund, taking that
reserve fund to approximately $50,000.

If folks have any questions, they should contact Laura.

Also, the congregation approved the distribution of $7,450.85 which equals 4 percent of the interest from the
Mission Endowment Fund. That distribution, based on suggestions from the congregation, recommendations by the
Special Funds Team and approval by the Congregation Council, is as follows:

- First English Church Coffee Fund - $250
- BREAD - $1,000
- Holden Village - $2,066.95
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- Columbus Literacy Council - $2,066.95

- Immigration Support - $2,066.95

In other action, the congregation approved the changes to the constitution.
The meeting was followed by a light lunch from Subway and a dessert “potluck” in the Narthex.

Souper Bowl Results 2026 — Part 2

Kathleen Zwanziger reports that on Feb. 15, $82 was added to last Sunday’s contributions, bringing the total to
$2,258.55 that will be contributed to the Food Pantry. The bowls will be out for one more week. “Can we surpass
$2,400?7”

RLC to Serve Dinner at First English on March 12
On Thursday, March 12, Redeemer is scheduled to provide the dinner at First English. The menu will be: Sloppy
Joe sandwiches, tater tots, corn, fresh fruit and cookies. There will be lemonade and water also available for the
dinners. “We will need enough food for 125 dinners which will be served from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Volunteers will
need to be at First English by 4:30 p.m. to help,” says coordinator Kay Ernsthausen.

She added, “First English is serving as a warming center for the winter. If the temperature drops we will have
more people than if it stays warm.

“The Sloppy Joes (made with two pounds of ground beef or turkey) need to arrive at First English hot. If you
would like them picked up on Thursday, we have drivers who can help with this”. Just let Kay know you would
like a pick up.

“The tater tots come frozen in a bag. They can be put in the freezer upstairs or downstairs. The most economical
packages I found were the five-pound family fun bag. Both Giant Eagle, Kroger and Gordon Food Service carry the
five-pound bags. The corn should be family-size bags. The fresh fruit we are looking for are cuties/Clementines or
mandarin oranges — small citrus that is easy to peel — and bananas. We will break them down into small bunches.
Remember for all the food, we are serving 125 dinners.”

A total of 240 or 20 dozen cookies are also needed.

“There is also a need for servers. Five to six servers will be good to have. For any questions contact Kay.

The sign up for food and helping can be found on the bulletin board next to the Library.

“Following is the recipe for Sloppy Joes — from Kathy Mimlitch — that has been used in the past.

“Thank you all for your commitment to this ministry.”

2 Ib lean ground beef or ground turkey
1/2 cup chopped onion

1/2 cup chopped green pepper

1 tsp garlic powder

2 tsp prepared yellow mustard

1 1/2 cups ketchup

6 tsp brown sugar

Salt and pepper to taste

In a medium skillet over medium heat, brown the ground beef, onion and green pepper. Drain off liquids. Stir in garlic
powder, mustard, ketchup and brown sugar. Mix thoroughly. Reduce heat and simmer for 30 minutes. Season with salt and

pepper.

This makes ~ 12 servings.
Notes from Kathy: “I usually omit the green pepper (I don’t like it)! I sometimes use ketchup and barbecue sauce instead of
just ketchup. I almost double the brown sugar as I like it sweet.”

Narthex Art Comes Down, Will Be on Break until Easter
In keeping with a “spare” theme during Lent, the Narthex art will be on break until Easter. That means those who
loaned an item for the Blue or Purple exhibit are now being asked to take it home as the exhibit “rests and resets.”

Transportation Team Ministry Looking for Some Help!
Michelle Disbro writes, “Did you know that Redeemer provides transportation to people who might need a ride to
a doctor’s appointment? Members can simply email NeedaRide@redeemerluth.com and volunteers on this team
respond if they’re able to help with that request.
“We’re looking for more members to be added to this helpful ministry. It really doesn’t require anything more
than adding your name to the email group. Then, if a request to the Transportation Team comes into your email,
respond if you’re available and willing to help. If you’re not available or able for that request, you simply do not
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respond. No commitments — just a willingness to help out if you’re able. If you’re interested in be added to this
transportation ministry team, please contact the church office to be added to the email group.

“On a more specific transportation request, Grace and Ken Jones are looking for someone to bring them to
church for Sunday worship. [They live north of Broad and west of 1-270.] We’re hoping to put together some
volunteers who might commit on a regular basis (for example, the first Sunday of the month). That person would
be responsible to pick the Jones up and bring them to church OR take them home after church. We’re going to put
together a schedule based on the volunteers’ preferences and availability (one way transportation or both, specific
Sunday of the month, etc.)

“The Jones will be given the schedule and contact their driver if for some reason they need to cancel that ride
for that Sunday. Please contact the church office if you’re willing to sign up on a regular transportation schedule
for the Jones.”

Noisy Offering to Go to LSS Choices

The Noisy Offering from now until Ash Wednesday will be collected for LSS Choices. The holidays can be a very
stressful time. As a result, the number of people (both men and women) abused by their spouse increases.

Many stay with a spouse because it’s the holidays. But once the beginning of the year comes around they find
the courage to leave. Even though Choices is under the Lutheran Social Services (LSS) umbrella, they can use extra
funds in the beginning of the year when their numbers go up.

Kay Ernsthausen writes, “The funds are so needed. Along with the increase is spousal abuse is the increase
of human trafficking. Because of these two facts, we will be collecting noisy offering for LSS Choices.”

New Goals for New Year: Reduce/Reuse
In an effort to be kinder to the environment, folks at Redeemer want to provide an opportunity to do more reducing
and reusing. To that end, coffee cup racks have been hung in the hallway by the drinking fountain to encourage
members and friends to bring in their own coffee mug to hang on these racks.

Then, as Michele Disbro points out, “Whenever you want a cup of tea or coffee, reduce the amount of paper
products used by reusing your coffee mug! Dirty mugs can be placed in the green dish tub on the table outside the
kitchenette. Volunteers will wash the mugs and replace them on the coffee racks.

“We also have a row of mugs available for visitors. (Feel free to guide our visitors to these guest mugs.) There
is space to hang more mug racks if we need more space for coffee mugs in the future.

“Continuing with the Reduce and Reuse goal: you are always encouraged to bring your own table service for
potluck dinners at church. Paper products will always be available as well.”

Volunteers Sought to Provide Refreshments after Worship
Volunteers are needed to set up/provide refreshments following the Sunday worship service. A sign-up sheet can
be found on the bulletin board next to the Library.

It doesn’t need to be elaborate. Coffee, teas are in the cupboard and packaged cookies are under the counters.
This is a wonderful time to visit with fellow worshippers and is much appreciated.
Reach out to Jon Disbro with any questions.

Sign Up Now to Read at Worship Services
Readers for Sunday morning services can now sign up for services over the winter. Readers, including youth and
children, are encouraged to sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board, next to the Library. Readers are still needed.
Readings are sent out the week before to give folks a chance to go through the lessons ahead of Sunday
mornings. Readers of all ages are encouraged to participate.

Remembrance Garden Guidelines Posted
The following guidelines have been posted regarding Redeemer’s Remembrance Garden: The garden is intended
to be a place for reflection, remembering and celebrating those who have gone before. Just as the congregation
welcomes all, so, too, the garden is open to all.
Anyone wishing to scatter or bury the cremains of a beloved person or pet simply needs to speak with the pastor,
who will facilitate the process to best suit the individual’s preferences and desires. The pastor can be contacted
through the church office at 614-237-1263 or info@redeemerluth.com.
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Council Clarifies Policy on Payments to Individuals
The Redeemer Congregation Council has adopted a policy of not disbursing funds directly to individuals with the
exception of funds requested by individuals for reimbursement of church related expenses and funds requested in
payment for personal services. This was prompted because council has received requests from some members about
designating contributions from a particular donor to the Immigration Support Fund or other funds of the church

designated to benefit a particular individual. They refer folks to the following article for more information HERE.
“If you need additional information about this matter, consult your tax preparer.”

Zoom Links
The following regular Zoom links to Redeemer’s Sunday Adult Education Forum and weekly Tuesday Bible Study.
Adult Education Forum Zoom can be found HERE. Meeting ID: 883 2879 6239; Passcode: 890127.
Tuesday Bible Study: On hiatus.
Sister Act Zoom can be found HERE. Meeting ID: 876 9207 1033; Passcode: 812325

Important Emails
Info(@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the office, Reflections newsletter, Office Manager
Becky Trover, healing prayer requests or for general information.
MemberCare@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with the Member Care team about needs for
personal ministry such as in-home communion, a home visit, meals, etc.
FinSec@RedeemerlLuth.com — use for stewardship campaigns.
[tgroup@RedeemerLuth.com — use for communicating with Redeemer’s IT Team for items related to the website.
Property(@RedeemerLuth.com — use to report items that need repair in the church building.
SundaySchool@RedeemerLuth.com — use to offer suggestions for our Sunday School ministry.
NeedaRide@redeemerluth.com — use to request temporary transportation assistance.
Communications@redeemerluth.com — use to send church related announcements or pictures for sharing on
Redeemer’s social media sites. Another way is to tag Redeemer in the posts.

Publishing Deadlines for Reflections, Sunday Bulletins
For Reflections
*  PLEASE SUBMIT PRIOR TO 5 P.M. ON SUNDAYS.
* Send to info@RedeemerLuth.com and put Reflections in subject line.
* Or leave a note in the Reflections mailbox at the top of the stairs outside the church office.
For Sunday Bulletins
The deadline for information to be published in Sunday bulletins is the Wednesday morning before. That
information can be sent to the above email: just put “Bulletin” in the subject line.

Prayers and Personals

Member Care Request
There are more and more members of the Redeemer community who are home bound to some extent. A new small
group is being developed by the Member Care Team to reach out to these folks. Folks willing to be part of a group
that connects with these individuals with a meal and a visit, please contact Kathy Mimlitch at 614-439-7739.
+++

Prayers for healing are asked for Holly Ragland, daughter of Kathy and Tom Mimltich who is hospitalized and
undergoing tests in Chicago; and for Han Stabler, the eight-year-old grandson of Laura Warren’s cousin, who
had extensive surgery at Nationwide Children’s Hospital this past week.

Prayers of comfort are also asked for Kristi Hildebrand, whose beloved Baxter died last week. She wrote that
Baxter “was a good boy” and had been in her life since 2020.

February Birthdays
16-Heidi Carman
24-Linda Williams 24-Sue Yehling
26-Diane Brobeck 26-Wally Jacobs
28-Colton Day
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The Wider Church

First English Sponsors Community Discussion on Domestic Violence
Lillian Howard, director of clinical and supportive services at the LSS Network of Hope will lead a discussion on
domestic violence on Sunday, Feb. 22 at First English Lutheran Church (1015 E. Main St.). It begins at 4:30 p.m.

This is part of First English’s “Impacting Community” discussion series in conjunction with Urban
Connections that is held on the fourth Sunday of every month.

The Sunday, March 22 discussion will cover “Hunger, SNAP and What’s Next? while the April 26 session
will cover environmental justice.

Concordia College to Perform in Columbus
The Concordia Choir from Moorhead, MN, under the direction of Dr. Michael Culloton, will perform in Peace
Lutheran Church (455 Clark State Rd.) on Thursday, March 5 at 7 p.m. The concert by this 68-member a cappella
choir will include numbers from the music of J.S. Bach to familiar hymn arrangements.
This choir is featured on the PBS in the Concordia Christmas Concerts.

Tickets, which run from free student tickets to $44.52 for adult premium seating, can be purchased online
HERE.

Prayer Concerns from ELCA
February 17 Ask the Spirit to help us refrain from complacency and silence in response to our neighbors who
experience daily challenges and injustice, especially among immigrants and refugees, people experiencing poverty,
unsheltered neighbors, the elderly, those who are incarcerated and others. Pray that our response to neighbors in
need reflects the compassion, respect and justice that Jesus demonstrated throughout his ministry and implored us
to follow.
18 Ash Wednesday Today is the first day of Lent. Ask the Spirit to help you reflect on your faith as a follower of
Christ who — with imperfection — values and practices sacrifice, witness, service, generosity and spiritual growth.
19 Praise God for ELCA missionaries and Young Adults in Global Mission volunteers who walk together with
Lutheran, ecumenical and interfaith siblings in Christ in 35 countries around the world to share the good news of
Jesus Christ, care for the needs of communities, nurture leaders and strengthen ministries.
20 Pray that liturgical colors, symbols, Scripture and worship during Lent remind us that we are not left in the
darkness of suffering and death. Give thanks that the Spirit always leads us to the empty cross of our risen Savior
— Jesus Christ — who restores life and promises eternal life in the kingdom of God.
21 Remember in prayer the ELCA AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrants with Protection, Advocacy,
Representation and Opportunities) strategy and the volunteers, advocates, congregations and synods that strive to
protect and accompany vulnerable migrant children and their families who seek safe and welcoming places to
reestablish their lives.
22 Is there some realm of life right now where you feel as if you’re in a wilderness and being tested? Ask God for
strength, wisdom and guidance, and lean into the faith given to you by the Spirit.
23 Give thanks for ELCA Witness in Society, the advocacy ministry of our church that works to change public
policy through our collective and individual voices, which are shaped and guided by biblical values of peacemaking,
hospitality to strangers, care for creation, and concern for people living in poverty and struggling with hunger and
disease.

The Community Beyond

Columbus Metropolitan Library to Hold Surplus Sale

The Columbus Metropolitan Library (CML) will hold a surplus sale this Thurday, Feb. 19 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at 1990 Jefferson Ave. — the former site of the Linden Branch Library. Items for sale include desks, tables, chairs,
shelves, furniture and more.

Cash or credit cards will be accepted with the proceeds supporting CML’s general fund. All items must be
removed by 2 p.m. on Thursday.

“Active not-for-profit organizations may obtain unsold materials at no charge between 2 and 3 p.m. A tax
exemption form is required. All items must be removed by 3 p.m. on Thursday.”
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Keflections

Virtual Death Cafes Now on Zoom!
Emily Kent hosts a virtual Death Cafe on the fourth Tuesday of every month. They run from 7-8:30 p.m. and can
be found HERE. Zoom Meeting ID 880 4396 8579, passcode 478465. “Please join us for a non-judgmental
conversation about death and dying.” The next one is set for Tuesday, Feb. 24.

Getting Ready for Worship
First Sunday in Lent

February 22, 2025 - 10 a.m.

Lessons
Readings: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11

Prayer of the Day
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the
forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again
and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Intercessions & Thanksgiving

+ For the people of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Newark.

+ For Redeemer community member Robin Stokes.
Each week we remember in our prayers in worship those who cannot be with us and those with special needs
and concerns: Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Bebe McCoy’s
brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele
Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, the Trover’s son-in-law Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich,
Dottie and Larry Bird, Kelley Frank and Trina Thornton and Kelley’s mother Charlotte Frank, the family of Karen
Rider’s niece Tammy and Karen’s friend Betsy Wagner, Sue, Tim and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, Grace and Ken
Jones and their son Dan Jones, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, Ranel Hoddinott’s sister and brother-in-law Paulie and
Jerry Shaffer, Barbara Hairston, Drusanne Shaulis, WilFrantz Raymond’s sister Cheslie Raymond, Don Luck,
Greg Williams, Kathy and Tom Mimlitch’s daughter Holly Ragland.

Worship Leaders

Pastor  Brad Binau
Assisting Minister ~ Mary Benis
Cantor  Heidi Sherer
ASL Interpreter ~ Emily Ott
Organist & Senior Choir Director ~ Kathy Rapp
Pianist & Chime Choir Director =~ Karen Kent
Usher  Ashley Bird
Verger  Michelle Clemence/Wendy Stoica
Producers  Toshi Phillips, Sachio Phillips
Communion Prep  Diane Brobeck, David Williams
Hospitality = Maddie Sutphin

No flowers during Lent
The Noisy Olffering will go to Lutheran Social Services CHOICES.
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Upcoming Events at Redeemer

February 9—- 16, 2026

Monday Presidents’ Day Holiday
3:00 p.m. Suzuki
5:00 p.m. TOPS
5:30 p.m. Girl Scouts #2462
Tuesday 3:00 p.m. Suzuki
6:30 p.m. Congregation Council.
Wednesday 7:00 a.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
10:00 a.m. Coffee and Conversation
3:00 p.m. Suzuki
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM
Thursday 12:30 p.m. Redeemer at LSS Food Pantry
3:00 p.m. Suzuki
Saturday  10:00 p.m. Chime Choir Rehearsal
Sunday 8:45 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
10:00 a.m. Worship IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM
11:15a.m. Adult Ed IN-PERSON & ZOOM
Monday 3:00 p.m. Suzuki
5:00 p.m. TOPS
Signboard Survey

years.

(Name)
(Name)

(Name)

The Outreach Team oversees the signage around Redeemer since it's part of the public face we
present to the community. The signboard on James Road has long been one of the ways we
communicate with passers-by, and many neighbors have commented on our messages over the

The current signboard has some limitations due to the number of available letters and the space
constraints, and it must be changed manually—a less-than-simple process even in the best of
weather conditions. The Outreach Team has considered going digital several times in the past and is
doing so once again. Part of the challenge is that we like the look of the current sign and “going
digital” would be quite expensive.

To help in our deliberations, we'd like the congregation’s input and would greatly appreciate
hearing your thoughts. Please share.

When thinking about the existing sign on James Road . . .

How important is our ability to post general messages to the community?
Very  Somewhat _ Slightly Notatall

How important is it that those messages are timely?

Very  Somewhat _ Slightly Notatall

How important is it to maintain the current lock of the signboard?

Very _ Somewhat __ Slightly _ Motatall

Regardless of future decisions, the current signboard needs some help. One need is for brief message
ideas—informational, inspirational, motivational, clever, fun, etc. Ancther need is for help withthe
physical process of changing the message. Please let us know if you (or someone in your family)
would consider helping in either of these areas. Guidance and approval would be provided for help
with any message ideas, and instructions and training would be provided for help with changing the
actual messages. We'd also welcome any helpful ideas.

might help with message ideas.

might help with changing the messages.

suggests the following:

Page 8
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2026 Lenten Worship

Ash Wednesday

(777, February 18
\ 2 7:00 am
Y= In-PERSON
7:00 pm
IxN-PER20ON and LIVESTREAM

Lenten Wednesdays
February 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25

Soup and Conversation ™| onten
‘\T Lunches
Noon

Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
In-PER2ON and LIVESTREAM

Maundy Thursday

Apnil 2
7:00 pm with Foot- and Hand- Washing
IN-PER2ON and LIVESTREAM

Good Friday

N April 3
7:00 pm Worship — Seven Last Words of Christ
IN-PER2ON and LIVESTREAM

Resurrection of Our Lord
Suncfa_\'. .-fprz'[ 2
830 amnt I—F-Of S;Ii!}
IN-PER3ON
9:45 am FEaster Brunch

11:00 am Worsh ip
IN-PER20N and LIVESTREAM




