
  

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

 
JESUS MAFA. Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 

From Art in the Christian Tradition, 

a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN 
 

March 8, 2026 + 10:00 a.m. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude Lamb of God, arr. Larry Shackley 
 
 

Welcome 
 

 

  



3 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty 

 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
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Prayer of the Day 
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash 

away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well 
that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 

Reading Exodus 17:1-7   (New Revised Standard Version) 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the 
people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What 
shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord 
said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders 
of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. 
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may 
drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the 
place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested 
the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

 
 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 95 

 
 

Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 
 let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
 Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 
 and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms. 
For you, LORD, | are a great God, 
 and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 
 the heights of the hills are | also yours. 
The sea is yours, | for you made it, 
 and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
Come, let us worship | and bow down, 
 let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. 
For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the 

sheep | of God’s hand. 
 Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice! 
“Harden | not your hearts, 
 as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert. 
There your ancestors | tested me, 
 they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works. 
Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying, 
 The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’ 
Indeed I swore | in my anger, 
 ‘They shall never come | to my rest.’ ” 
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Reading Romans 5:1-11   (New Revised Standard Version) 

A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the early church at Rome 
 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 
And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that 
affliction produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 
has been given to us. 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for 
a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his 
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much 
more surely, therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, 
will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 
more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But 
more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 
 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel John 4:5-42   (New Revised Standard Version) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me 
a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a 
woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with 
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it 
is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, 
and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, 
you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well 
and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who 
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that 
I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal 
life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never 
be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in 
saying, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five husbands, and the 
one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” The 
woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people 
must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is 
coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 
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God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is 
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus 
said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking 
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you 
speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to 
the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They 
left the city and were on their way to him. 

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he 
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the 
disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something 
to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then 
comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the 
fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and 
is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I 
sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, 
and you have entered into their labor.” 

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when the 
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he 
stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. 
They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that 
we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 
truly the Savior of the world.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Sermon SPIRIT AND TRUTH IN A SHALLOW WORLD 
  Rev. Teddy Ceasar 
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Musical Reflection 

 How Can I Keep from Singing arr. Gwyneth Walker 
  Choir 
 

My life flows on in endless song above earth's lamentation. 
I hear the real though distant song that hails a new creation. 
Through all the tumult and the strife I hear the music ringing. 
It sounds an echo in my soul, how can I keep from singing! 

 

What though the tempest loudly roars, I hear the truth, it's living! 
What though the darkness round me close, songs in the night it's giving. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I'm clinging. 
Since I believe that love abides, how can I keep from singing? 

 

La la la la......how can I keep, how can I keep from singing? 
When tyrants tremble when they hear the bells of freedom ringing. 
When friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing? 
In prison cell, in dungeon dark, our thought to them are winging. 
When friends hold courage in their heart, how can I keep from singing? 

 

La la la la......how can I keep, how can I keep from singing? 
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I'm clinging, 
Since I believe that love abides, how can I keep from singing? 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

We honor and celebrate our oneness with Christians in this time and 
throughout time as expressed in these historic words: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... 
 After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer. 
 

  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Bebe McCoy’s 

brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister Val and mother 
Margaret Bowling, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and 
Larry Trover’s son-in-law Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich, Dottie 
and Larry Bird, Kelley Frank and Trina Thornton, Kelley’s mother Charlotte Frank, 
Karen Rider’s friend Betsy Wagner, Sue, Tim, and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, 
Debbie Turner’s friends Sherrie and Jim Tompkins, Grace and Ken Jones and their son 
Dan Jones, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, Ranel and Neil Hoddinott’s sister and brother-in-law 
Paulie and Jerry Shaffer, Barbara Hairston, Drusanne Shaulis; WilFrantz Raymond’s sister 
Cheslie; Don Luck, Greg Williams, Kathy and Tom Mimlitch’s daughters Holly Ragland and 
Cindy Batts, Nate and Alyssha Bird, Linda Williams’ sister-in-law Georgeann Neuzil 

For the people of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Columbus 
For Redeemer community members Becky and Larry Trover 
 
 

Time with the Young People 
 
 

Sharing the peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty handshake or a hug. 
For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign of blessing to let 

others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 
We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before greeting those 

in the sanctuary. 
 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
 

During the Rite of Communion, Prayors and Prayer Assistants will 
assemble on the steps of the sanctuary to offer a gentle touch and 

blessing. Those who wish to receive this healing in their pews may let an 
usher know and the healing team will come to you. Jesus often touched 
others—blessing children, washing feet, and healing injuries or disease. 

Such an act is a tangible expression of the presence of the healing Christ, 
working in and through those who minister in His name. 
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In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and joyful to lift our voices in praise to you, loving God! 
You answer fear with grace and encourage our wayward steps toward 
home. You make yourself present to all of creation, so your Spirit can 
work through us to help mend the broken, bring justice to the excluded, 
and welcome the forgotten. 

You hold us in every sorrow, and bring us comfort and companions even in 
the shadow of death. All your creatures behold your works, and join to 
sing your steadfast love: 

 

 
 

Now, O God, we remember Jesus. He fasted and prayed; he was tempted 
and tried. His commitment to follow your way led the powers of this world 
to put him on a cross. Yet human hands cannot destroy your love. You 
brought him to new life. He lives even now, our healer and friend. He 
loved us well, loved us to the end, and loves us still. 

So we remember on the night his closest friends abandoned and betrayed 
him, he shared a meal with them in which he took bread, blessed it, 
broke it, and gave it to them saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body 
given for you. Do this to remember me.” 

After the meal, Jesus took a cup of wine and gave it to them, saying, “This 
is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 

Holy Spirit, come! Bless this bread which you have given and human hands 
have made. Let it become for us the bread of life. Bless also this cup, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. Let it become for us the cup of 
salvation. Open us to recognize the living Christ in this bread and cup, 
and in one another. And open us to live the words Jesus teaches: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Meal 
 

Whoever you are, from wherever you come, whatever you believe, you are 
welcome and invited to receive. Come! For all things are now ready. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 

 

Hymn  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery 
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Hymn  Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Thank you, merciful God, for gladness in this bread and cup, for love that 
cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company of 
friends, for the splendors of creation, and for the mission of justice you 
have made our own. Open us to receive the gifts of this holy communion: 
oneness of heart, love for all creation, welcome in this community, and 
the promise of friendship with the Spirit who delights in us. Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer 
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Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah, arr. Cindy Berry 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 

 
 

For Pastoral Care contact Pastor Julianne Smeck (734-972-6126) 

 

 
This morning we welcome Rev. Teddy Ceasar. 

Pastor Teddy earned his Bachelor of Arts in Psychology at the University of Cincinnati 
and Master of Divinity at Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University. 

Pastor Teddy fills diverse roles within education and athletics, coaching high school 
football and serving as a Social Studies teacher. He further serves on the Board of 
Directors for CelebrateOne, a City of Columbus initiative to combat infant mortality. 
In 2012, Pastor Teddy relaunched the Destiny Church International in Columbus, 
Ohio—an outgrowth of the ministry founded by his late mother in 2004. Under his 

leadership, the church remains a beacon of hope and transformation. 
Since 2014, he has been happily married to Attorney Kathleen Ceasar. Together, they 

are the proud parents of their daughter, Atarah, who remains a great source of joy. 
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 

Presiding Minister Dr. Emlyn Ott 
Preaching Rev. Teddy Ceasar 
Assisting Minister Lynn Belhorn 
Cantor Linda Williams 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Nate Ott 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Producers Tom Mimlitch, Miles Smith 
Communion Prep 
 Sara Auman, Julianne Johnson, Kathleen Zwanziger 
Hospitality Judith and Ashley Bird 
 

The Noisy Offering will go to LSS CHOICES. 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER MARCH 8 – 15 

Today 8:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am Confirmation Class 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 

Tuesday 6:30 pm A Brewing Faith 

Wednesday Noon Lenten Soup and Discussion 
 7:00 pm IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM 
   Lenten Evening Prayer 

Thursday 4:30 pm RLC serves at FELC 

Saturday 10:00 am Chime Choir Rehearsal 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education –  
   Getting to know Pastor Elizabeth 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Redeemer’s mission: To be followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all 

Redeemer’s vision: To foster understanding and healing in community 

Redeemer’s Values: Inclusion, Compassion, Justice 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

