
  

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
 

March 15, 2026 + 10:00 a.m. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude Be Thou My Vision, arr. Gordon Young 
 
 

Welcome 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  Be Thou My Vision 

 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your 

gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, 
and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 

Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13   (New Revised Standard Version) 

A reading from the first book of Samuel 
 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul 
hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and 
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the 
one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling 
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably. I have come 
to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is 
now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, 
for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called 
Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the 
Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 
said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not 
chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not 
sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise 
and anoint him, for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out 
and went to Ramah. 

 
 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 23 

 
 

The LORD | is my shepherd; 
 I shall not | be in want. 
The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
 and leads me be- | side still waters. 
You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear 

no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. 
 
 

Reading Ephesians 5:8-14   (New Revised Standard Version) 

A reading from a letter to the early church at Ephesus 
 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as 
children of light, for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly, but everything exposed 
by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, 
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 

 
 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel John 9:1-41   (New Revised Standard Version) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when 
no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had 
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used 
to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” But they kept 
asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The 
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go 
to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now 
it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 
Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 
he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is 
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a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again 
to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and 
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 
does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son 
and that he was born blind, but we do not know how it is that now he 
sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He 
will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of 
the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed 
Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore 
his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He 
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, 
that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to 
you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you 
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, 
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God 
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do 
not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships 
him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? 
Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen 
him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And 
he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so 
that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become 
blind.” Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to 
him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 
remains.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
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Sermon Rev. Elizabeth Hoster 
 
 

Musical Reflection 

 The King of Love My Shepherd Is arr. John Ness Beck 
  Choir 
 

The King of Love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine forever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul He leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 
 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill with Thee, dear Lord, beside me. 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 
 

And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise within Thy house forever. 

 
 

Statement of Faith 
We open ourselves to fresh images for God and the Church as we proclaim 

these words: 
We believe in God: 
 who has created and is creating, 
 who has come in Jesus, 
  the Word made flesh, 
  to reconcile and make new, 
 who works in us and others 
  by the Spirit. 
We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church: 
 to celebrate God’s presence, 
 to live with respect in Creation, 
 to love and serve others, 
 to seek justice and resist evil, 
 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
  our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
 God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 (The United Church of Canada) 
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Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... 
 After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer. 
 

  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Bebe McCoy’s 

brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister Val and mother 
Margaret Bowling, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and 
Larry Trover’s son-in-law Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich, Dottie 
and Larry Bird, Kelley Frank and Trina Thornton, Kelley’s mother Charlotte Frank, 
Karen Rider’s friend Betsy Wagner, Sue, Tim, and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, 
Debbie Turner’s friends Sherrie and Jim Tompkins, Grace and Ken Jones and their son 
Dan Jones, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, Ranel and Neil Hoddinott’s sister and brother-in-law 
Paulie and Jerry Shaffer, Barbara Hairston, Drusanne Shaulis; WilFrantz Raymond’s sister 
Cheslie; Don Luck, Greg Williams, Kathy and Tom Mimlitch’s daughter Holly Ragland, Nate 
and Alyssha Bird, Linda Williams’ sister-in-law Georgeann Neuzil, Laura and Terry Warren’s 
friend Aaliyah Syfax 

For the people of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Westerville 
For Redeemer community members Kristen, Grayson, and Clayton Ullman 

 
 

Time with the Young People 
 
 

Sharing the peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty handshake or a hug. 
For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign of blessing to let 

others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 
We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before greeting those 

in the sanctuary. 
 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
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In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and joyful to lift our voices in praise to you, loving God! 
You answer fear with grace and encourage our wayward steps toward 
home. You make yourself present to all of creation, so your Spirit can 
work through us to help mend the broken, bring justice to the excluded, 
and welcome the forgotten. 

You hold us in every sorrow, and bring us comfort and companions even in 
the shadow of death. All your creatures behold your works, and join to 
sing your steadfast love: 

 

 
 

Now, O God, we remember Jesus. He fasted and prayed; he was tempted 
and tried. His commitment to follow your way led the powers of this world 
to put him on a cross. Yet human hands cannot destroy your love. You 
brought him to new life. He lives even now, our healer and friend. He 
loved us well, loved us to the end, and loves us still. 

So we remember on the night his closest friends abandoned and betrayed 
him, he shared a meal with them in which he took bread, blessed it, 
broke it, and gave it to them saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body 
given for you. Do this to remember me.” 

After the meal, Jesus took a cup of wine and gave it to them, saying, “This 
is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 
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Holy Spirit, come! Bless this bread which you have given and human hands 
have made. Let it become for us the bread of life. Bless also this cup, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. Let it become for us the cup of 
salvation. Open us to recognize the living Christ in this bread and cup, 
and in one another. And open us to live the words Jesus teaches: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Meal 
 

Whoever you are, from wherever you come, whatever you believe, you are 
welcome and invited to receive. Come! For all things are now ready. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 
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Hymn  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery 
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Hymn  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Thank you, merciful God, for gladness in this bread and cup, for love that 
cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company of 
friends, for the splendors of creation, and for the mission of justice you 
have made our own. Open us to receive the gifts of this holy communion: 
oneness of heart, love for all creation, welcome in this community, and 
the promise of friendship with the Spirit who delights in us. Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate 
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Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Praise and Thanksgiving, arr. Dale Wood 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 

Presiding Minister Rev. Elizabeth Hoster 
Assisting Minister Joss Dana 
Cantor Heidi Sherer 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chimes Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Ruth Murray 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Producers Toshi Phillips, Sachio Phillips 
Communion Prep 
 Julianne Johnson, Sara Auman, Kathleen Zwanziger 
Hospitality Welcome Pastor Elizabeth! 
 

The Noisy Offering will go to LSS CHOICES. 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER MARCH 15 – 22 

Today 8:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 

Tuesday 6:30 pm Congregation Council 

Wednesday Noon Lenten Soup and Discussion 
 7:00 pm IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM 
   Lenten Evening Prayer 

Thursday 12:30 pm RLC at LSS Food Pantry 

Saturday 10:00 am Chime Choir Rehearsal 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 12:30 pm Sister Act – Pursuing Cooking 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Redeemer’s mission: To be followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all 

Redeemer’s vision: To foster understanding and healing in community 

Redeemer’s Values: Inclusion, Compassion, Justice 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

