
  

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
April 26, 2026 + 10:00 a.m. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Services of worship and other events at Redeemer are routinely livestreamed or photographed. If you do 
not want your image to be captured on livestreaming or in photographs, please speak to an usher or the leader 
of the event so that you can be offered alternative seating in the gathering area or can be excluded from the 
photograph. 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude Shepherd Me, O God, Marty Haugen, arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 

Welcome 
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Hymn  I Know that My Redeemer Lives! 

 
 
 

Greeting 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise  



5 

 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 

through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in 
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 

First Reading Acts 2:42-47   (New Revised Standard Updated) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all 
things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and 
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having 
the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved. 

 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 23 

 
 

The LORD | is my shepherd; 
 I shall not | be in want. 
The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
 and leads me be- | side still waters. 
You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear 

no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. 

 
 

Second Reading 1 Peter 2:19-25   (New Revised Standard Updated) 

A reading from the first letter of St. Peter 
 

It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain 
while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing 
wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and 
suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. For to this you have 
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

“He committed no sin, 
 and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to 
sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned 
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel John 10:1-10   (New Revised Standard Updated) 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 
bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but 
they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 
Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand 
what he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep 
did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved 
and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Sermon Pastor Elizabeth Hoster 
 
 

  

 



8 

Musical Reflection 

 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say arr. Sandra Eithun 
  Chime Choir 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Come unto me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast." 
I came to Jesus as I was, weary, and worn, and sad; 
I found in Him a resting-place, and He has made me glad. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "I am this dark world's Light; 
Look unto Me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright." 
I looked to Jesus, and I found in Him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I’ll walk, till trav'ling days are done. 

 

 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
We honor and celebrate our oneness with Christians in this time and 

throughout time as expressed in these historic words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... 
 After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer. 
 

  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, Bebe McCoy’s 

brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister Val and mother 
Margaret Bowling, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and 
Larry Trover’s son-in-law Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich, Dottie 
and Larry Bird, Kelley Frank and Trina Thornton, Kelley’s mother Charlotte Frank, Sue, Tim, 
and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, Debbie Turner’s friends Sherrie and Jim Tompkins, Grace 
and Ken Jones and their son Dan Jones, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, Ranel and Neil Hoddinott’s 
sister and brother-in-law Paulie and Jerry Shaffer, Barbara Hairston, Drusanne Shaulis; 
WilFrantz Raymond’s sister Cheslie; Don Luck, Greg Williams, Kathy and Tom Mimlitch’s 
daughter Holly Ragland, Nate and Alyssha Bird, Linda Williams’ sister-in-law 
Georgeann Neuzil, David Williams, Andy Rapp, Karen Rider’s friends Nancy McGinnis, 
Karen McCune, and Eileen Welker 

For the people of Zion Lutheran Church in West Jefferson 
For Redeemer community members Linda and David Williams 
 
 

Time with the Young People 
 
 

Sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty 
handshake or a hug. 

For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign 
of blessing to let others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 

We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before 
greeting those in the sanctuary. 
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WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
 

In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

We stand in the resurrection garden of God – a place filled and shaped by 
love and ripe with all it might become when we are open to the Spirit’s 
life and ours becoming one. This is the table of the risen Christ – a place 
fashioned and furnished by love and rich with its promises. So come – 
whether you have seen and believed, or are dubious and doubting still, 
whether you confess confidently, or come to this meal with a fragile, 
fearful heart. Come and share these gifts of grace, encounter Christ. 
Come and be healed by Love and transformed by Life. 

We remember with wonder and joy that Love, though broken on a cross, 
was not defeated. We rejoice that Love, though swallowed by death, was 
not silenced. Neither defeated nor silenced, Love lives and speaks words 
of welcome, healing and hope to all. In awe of all you have done and all 
you are doing through us, we join our voices with that of Creation and 
with all those who bear witness across the world and throughout the 
ages to the eternal power of your Love and Life: 
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Before the bright dawn in the garden in which Love was resurrected, before 
the cold silence of the tomb by which Love was swallowed, before the 
brutal horror of the cross on which Love was broken, before the bitter 
struggle of the Gethsemane garden through which Love affirmed its 
choices, Jesus ate a final supper with his friends. 

He took bread, blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take this, and eat! This is my body, broken for you. Do this to remember 
me.” After supper, he took a cup of wine and gave it to them, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 

 

And so we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Recalling that meal and honoring that life, eating this bread and drinking 
this cup, we thank you, God, for making us part of the ongoing story of 
your Love and Life. Now, we pray, send your Holy Spirit on us and on 
these gifts of bread and wine, that we may once again encounter Christ’s 
Love and be transformed by Christ’s Life. 

 

Sharing the Meal 
 

Whoever you are, from wherever you come, whatever you believe, you are 
welcome and invited to receive. Come! For all things are now ready. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 
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Hymn  My Shepherd, You Supply My Need 
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Hymn  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give you thanks, Holy God, that in this meal, Jesus Christ, Love 

resurrected, has met us once again in this garden and touched and 
transformed us with Life. May the peace of the Resurrected One – 
the challenging peace of committed life, the liberating peace of 
selfless love, the vibrant peace of new possibility – recall us to 
radical living, empower us for rich loving, and transform us with 
radiant joy. Alleluia! Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT 
 

Hymn  Thine Is the Glory 
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Blessing 
Go out into the world, and show that things which were cast down are 

being raised up, things which had grown old are being made new, and 
that all things are being brought to their perfection through the power of 
Christ’s resurrection. And the blessing of God, who created, redeems, 
and sustains be with you all.  Amen 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Christ is Risen!, arr. Ruth Elaine Schram 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 

The Message (MSG) ©1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 Eugene H. Peterson 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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A Brewing Faith 

Conversation and fellowship 

 

Monday, May 11, 6:30 pm 

(a date change for May) 
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 

Presiding Minister Elizabeth Hoster, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Julianne Johnson 
Cantor Wendy Stoica 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Mike Benis 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Communion Prep Kay Ernsthausen, Misato In 
Producers Sue Yehling, April Smith 
Hospitality Karen Rider 
 

Flowers are given by Kristi Hildebrand  
in honor of her great-niece Erin Renee’s first birthday. 
The Noisy Offering will go to the Columbus Diaper Bank. 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER APRIL 26 – MAY 3 
 

Today 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 

Tuesday 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and ZOOM Bible Study 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Redeemer’s mission: To be followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all 

Redeemer’s vision: To foster understanding and healing in community 

Redeemer’s Values: Inclusion, Compassion, Justice 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

