
 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
July 26, 2026 + 10:00 a.m. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance. 

• Services of worship and other events at Redeemer are routinely livestreamed or photographed. If you do 
not want your image to be captured on livestreaming or in photographs, please speak to an usher or the leader 
of the event so that you can be offered alternative seating in the gathering area or can be excluded from the 
photograph. 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude Taste and See, arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 

Welcome 
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Hymn  God of Grace and God of Glory 

 
 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your 

Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, 
give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated 
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WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 

Reading 1 Kings 3:5-12 

A reading from the first book of Kings 
 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 
said, “Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown 
great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he 
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my 
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 
And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 
great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give 
your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, 
able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great 
people of yours?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life 
or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. 
Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 
before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 119:129-136 

 
 

Your de- | crees are wonderful; 
 therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 
When your word is opened | it gives light; 
 it gives understanding | to the simple. 
I open my | mouth and pant 
 because I long for | your commandments. 
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 
 as you always do to those who | love your name. 
Order my footsteps | in your word; 
 let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 
Rescue me from those | who oppress me, 
 and I will keep | your commandments. 
Let your face shine up- | on your servant 
 and teach | me your statutes. 
My eyes shed | streams of tears, 
 because people do not | keep your teaching. 
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Reading Romans 8:26-39 

A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the early church at Rome 
 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 
And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 
and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all 
of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at 
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or peril or sword? As it is written, 

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 
on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and 
bought it. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat 
down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil 
from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to 
them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom 
of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated 
 
 

Sermon Pastor Elizabeth Hoster 
 
 

Musical Reflection 

 Take My Life, That I May Be Mark Hayes  
  Jennifer Young 
 

Take my life, that I may be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love; 
take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee.  
 

Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 
take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee.  
 

Take my silver and my gold, 
not a mite would I withhold; 
take my intellect and use 
ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.  
 

Take my will and make it thine, 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own, 
it shall be thy royal throne.  
 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour  
at thy feet its treasure store; 
take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
We honor and celebrate our oneness with Christians in this time and 

throughout time as expressed in these historic words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Community Prayers 

After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer. 
 

  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, 

Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s 
sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and 
Larry Trover’s son-in-law Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich, 
Dottie and Larry Bird, Kelley Frank and Trina Thornton, Kelley’s mother Charlotte Frank, 
Sue, Tim, and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, Debbie Turner’s friends Sherrie and 
Jim Tompkins, Grace and Ken Jones and their son Dan Jones, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, 
Ranel and Neil Hoddinott’s sister and brother-in-law Paulie and Jerry Shaffer, 
Barbara Hairston, WilFrantz Raymond’s sister Cheslie, Don Luck, Greg Williams, Kathy 
and Tom Mimlitch’s daughter Holly Ragland, Linda Williams’ sister-in-law 
Georgeann Neuzil, Karen Rider’s friends Nancy McGinnis, Karen McCune, and 
Eileene Welker, LaVerna Reinoehl, Drusanne Shaulis, Pastor’s niece Olivia and family, 
Carol Heacock, April Smith’s brother Hal Wood, Pastor Elizabeth and family on the death 
of her brother Mark, Redeemer Call Committee 

For the people of David Lutheran Church in Canal Winchester. 
For Redeemer community members Judith and Ashley Bird, Matthew Bird and Sara Sed 

and Nathaniel Bird and Alyssha Rose Jordan-Bird. 
 
 

Time with the Young People 
 
 

Sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

We greet those who are livestreaming with us by waving to the camera in the back of the 
sanctuary above the choir loft. Then you are encouraged to greet each other in a way that 

expresses the peace and love of Christ. 
If you do not wish close contact, offer a sign of blessing to others to let them know you are 

more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 
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WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
 

In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

It is a joy to give you our thanks and praise, Creator God. In the beginning, 
your Spirit brooded time into being, so that you could give form to the 
world. At the Incarnation, your Spirit breathed your time into being, so 
that the world could receive the Word. Through Pentecost, the Spirit 
brought a new time into being, so that the Word could meet us 
everywhere. 

Holy God, you send the Spirit to be a companion to all who follow the Way 
of Jesus. As inheritors of both the challenge and the comfort of your 
Way, we join with all who have made this journey in other places and at 
other times, raising our voices in this timeless song of praise: 
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Entering these gifts of bread and wine, the Spirit blesses this time, and 
makes Christ alive in this meal to comfort, challenge, and transform us. 
Here at this table, through the power of the Spirit, God’s time and our 
time come together in bread and wine, making grace something we can 
touch and taste. 

We recall how Jesus, drawing near to the end of his time on earth, ate a 
last meal with his friends. We remember how his words and actions 
disturbed and dismayed them; but also how he offered them comfort and 
encouragement. We remember that he took bread, blessed it, broke it, 
and gave it to his friends saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body 
broken for you. Do this to remember me.” And after supper he took a 
cup, and gave it to them, saying, “This cup is the new covenant, sealed 
in my blood. It is shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this to remember me.” 

Hear us now as we commit ourselves to your Way, and pray the prayer 
Jesus taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

As we share these gifts of grace, may the Holy Spirit take and transform 
them that we may know both their comfort and their challenge, and so 
transform ourselves and our days. Here is bread and wine – touched and 
transformed by the Spirit. Come, eat and drink, and be healed and 
strengthened to face all that life brings. 

 

Sharing the Meal 
 

Whoever you are, from wherever you come, whatever you believe, you are 
welcome and invited to receive. Come! For all things are now ready. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 
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Hymn  We Eat the Bread of Teaching 
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Hymn  Taste and See 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Loving Spirit, continue to form and nurture us as we grow in following 

you. As you led Jesus into the wilderness, stir us out of ease and 
safety as we follow the way of Christ. As you transformed the 
disciples, grace and gift us for the task of building the beloved 
community Christ lived, died, and rose for. Continue to comfort and 
discomfort us until justice prevails, peace reigns, and love directs 
all. Amen. 

 
 

 

 



20 

WE ARE SENT 
 

Hymn  Open Your Ears, O Faithful People 
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Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  God of Grace and God of Glory, arr. Cindy Berry 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 

Presiding Minister Elizabeth Hoster, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Joss Dana 
ASL Interpreter Emily Ott 
Reader Katie Jacobs 
Cantor Jennifer Young 
Organist & Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Ruth Murray 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Communion Prep Katie Jacobs, Ruby Jacobs, Kay Ernsthausen 
Producers Tom Mimlitch, Sue Yehling 
Hospitality Judith and Ashley Bird 
 

Flowers are given by Laura Warren in celebration of Terry’s birthday. 
The Noisy Offering will go to Habitat for Humanity MidOhio. 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER JULY 26 – AUGUST 2 

Today 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 

Monday 6:00 pm Basketball Camp Banquet 

Tuesday 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and ZOOM Bible Study 

Saturday 10:00 am Garden Giveaway 

Next Sunday 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 

 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Redeemer’s mission: To be followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all 

Redeemer’s vision: To foster understanding and healing in community 

Redeemer’s Values: Inclusion, Compassion, Justice 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

