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Thirteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

August 23, 2026 + 10:00 a.m.

Followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all...



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

In Preparation for Worship

e Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship.

e Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance.

e Services of worship and other events at Redeemer are routinely livestreamed or photographed. If you do
not want your image to be captured on livestreaming or in photographs, please speak to an usher or the leader
of the event so that you can be offered alternative seating in the gathering area or can be excluded from the
photograph.

o Please silence your cell phone.

o Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify
our way of life as followers of Jesus.

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship.

Prelude Come, Ye Disconsolate, arr. Mark Hayes

Welcome
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Text: Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933
Music: A. Valerius, Nederiandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626; arr. Adrian Engels, b. 1906
Text and arr. © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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Prayer of the Day
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock

of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your
Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated




WE PROCLAIM THE WORD

First Reading Isaiah 51:1-6

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
| will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church.

Amen.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

| will give thanks to you, O LoRD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods | will | sing your praise.
| will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- ! bove all things.
When | called, you ! answered me;
you increased my ! strength within me.
All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LoRbD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.
They will sing of the ways ! of the LORD,
that great is the glory ! of the LoRD.
The LoRb is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your
right | hand shall save me.
You will make good your pur-! pose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works | of your hands.



Second Reading Romans 12:1-8
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the early church at Rome

| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this
age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
For as in one body we have many members and not all the members
have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,
and individually we are members one of another. We have (ifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in
encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Amen.
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Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Matthew 16:13-20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven.
And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon Pastor Bob Abrams



Musical Reflection

To God Be the Glory arr. Douglas Court
Toshi Phillips, saxophone

Apostles’ Creed
We honor and celebrate our oneness with Christians in this time and
throughout time as expressed in these historic words:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Community Prayers
After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer.

Amen.

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns:

Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs,
Bebe McCoy'’s brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s
sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and
Larry Trover’s son-in-law Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich,
Dottie and Larry Bird, Kelley Frank and Trina Thornton, Kelley's mother Charlotte Frank,
Sue, Tim, and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, Debbie Turner’s friends Sherrie and
Jim Tompkins, Grace and Ken Jones and their son Dan Jones, Emily Crosley, Bill Boys,
Ranel and Neil Hoddinott's sister and brother-in-law Paulie and Jerry Shaffer,
Barbara Hairston, WilFrantz Raymond’s sister Cheslie, Don Luck, Greg Williams, Kathy
and Tom Mimlitch’s daughter Holly Ragland, Linda Williams’ sister-in-law
Georgeann Neuzil, Karen Rider’s friends Nancy McGinnis and Eileene Welker,
LaVerna Reinoehl, Drusanne Shaulis, Pastor’s niece Olivia and family, Carol Heacock,
Pastor Elizabeth and family on the death of her brother Mark and the sudden death of
her Aunt Mary, Julianne Johnson’s twin brother Paul, Don Crosley’s mother Wanda,
Redeemer Call Committee

For the people of Fellowship Lutheran Church in Columbus.

For Redeemer community member Earl Bradley.

Time with the Young People

Sharing the peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
We greet those who are livestreaming with us by waving to the camera in the back of the
sanctuary above the choir loft. Then you are encouraged to greet each other in a way that
expresses the peace and love of Christ.
If you do not wish close contact, offer a sign of blessing to others to let them know you are
more comfortable greeting them from a distance.
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WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to
Share this communion meal.
Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome.

In body or spirit, please stand

Offertory
1*
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Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!

* May be sung in canon.

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945
Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America,
South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Great Thanksgiving

Presider:
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right to give God thanks and praise.

It is a joy to give you our thanks and praise, Living God, and to gather
together around this table. This is the table of our Lord on which he sets
his tokens of love and hope and to which he calls all who want to share
his life. So come — whether your faith is strong or weak, whether your
hope shines brightly or is dimmed. Come, ready to receive — for all are
welcome at the feast of love.

We join our voices now in that great song of love and adoration that
creation sings back to you.
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We remember on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it and gave it to his friends and said — “Take, eat: This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this to remember me.”

After supper, he took a cup of wine and gave it to them, saying, “This cup is
the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. As often as you drink this, do so to remember
me.”

We commit ourselves to becoming a people of hope as we pray the prayer
Jesus teaches us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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And so, as we do in this place what Christ did in an upstairs room, send
your Holy Spirit on us, and on these gifts of bread and wine, that the
story of hope — of death and rising of new life, and the fruit of your
beloved community — may continue on in us and through us.

Sharing the Meal

Whoever you are, from wherever you come, whatever you believe, you are

welcome and invited to receive. Come! For all things are now ready.
Please be seated

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray,
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on
request, ask Pastor.

Text: John Foley, 81, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, s1
Text and music © 1978 Johin B. Foley, SF and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All vights reserved, Used by permission,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid ¥cense from copyright administrator.
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Come and Fill Our Hearts

Comeand fill our hearts with your peace.
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Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Maseon Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Please stand in body or spirit

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Generous God, whose story and song are now and always the hope of
the world, we praise you for the stories of creation and incarnation,
redemption and resolution — the unending words of love. We rejoice
in your song of yearning and calling, waiting and welcoming,
gathering and cherishing — the eternal music of hope.

16
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WE ARE SENT

Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 18181866, alt.

Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659—1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868
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Blessing Amen.
Announcements

Postlude How Firm a Foundation, arr. John Carter

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications.

This morning we welcome Pastor Bob Abrams.

Pastor Abrams is a native Central Ohioan. A native of Millersport, he received his
undergraduate degree in Politics and Government and British Legal and Constitutional History
from Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio in 1990, his Juris Doctor from The Ohio State
University in 1993, and his Master of Divinity degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital
University in 2011. From 1993 to 2009, he practiced law as a litigation attorney, and remains a
member of the Bar of the State of Ohio (inactive). He first sensed his call to ordained ministry
while serving as an assistant county prosecutor in Mercer County, Ohio in 1997, and after years
of resisting, entered seminary half-time in 2005 while serving as in-house counsel at Celina
Insurance Group. Upon graduation in 2011 he was called to serve as Pastor of Resurrection
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hilliard, where he served until 2016.

In 2014, Pr. Abrams accepted a call to also serve as Assistant to the Bishop of the Southern
Ohio Synod under Bishop Suzanne Darcy Dillahunt and began full-time service in that capacity
in 2016. His primary duties are to represent the Bishop in congregational transitions, in
ecumenical relationships, in assisting congregations during times of difficulty, and to assist her
in her ministry of oversight. Pr. Bob is a graduate of the ELCA Natural Systems Academy and a
continuing student at the Bowen Center for the Study of the Family, having studied in the
Postgraduate Program, and is in continuing study in its Research Study Group and in private
supervision with faculty member Randall T. Frost.

When not spending time with congregations (his favorite part of his call), Pastor Bob lives in
Lewis Center, Ohio with his wife of 35 years (and high school sweetheart) Cathy Swain-Abrams,
the drama teacher and director of Olentangy Orange High School. They are the parents of
Gillian (27), and Gavin (25). His hobbies include British constitutional law and politics, reading,
and cooking. Pr. Bob enjoys dry humor, classic The Far Side comics, and is a music lover. He
has a cat, Gus, who is a jerk. [Gus was unavailable for comment.]
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Sunday, August 23
following worship
To vote on recommended Pastor.

Church PicHic

Angust 23

Twmmediately followivg

ﬂnwgrﬂgﬁﬂnm! meeting
watch Eeflectionsfor further details

Please join us!
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| IMPACTING COMMUNITY

A discussion series for those who want steps
that cause change.

Sunday, August 23
4:30-6:00 pm
Michael Wilkos
United Way of Central Ohio

Bibisy

Join us!

First English Lutheran Church

And Urban Connections
At FELC: 1015 E. Main 5t
Columbus, OH 43205

Tuesday Bible Study
1:00pm

In-Parson and Zoeom:
httpsfusl2web zoom usAHfBR00R02 1077 Yowrd
SO T ol2Y e 1B 2ovdinelcgFnkh . 1
Meeting ID: 230 0802 1077
Passcode: 338045

See Reflectionsfor details

Presented by I

e
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Produce from our own garden
and donations from fiends and neighbors

Saturday mornings
10 am until gone Sunday, August 30

HE B Eaaaas § 5 s § ) . § n 5_3{]']"]

“Come from Away”

»
Mg

I HLE Garden Giﬁeaway

Movies, snacks, discussion,
laughter, fun!

Please join us!

By - J
(Goad Neighbors PicniC
Caturday, September 26

Now cojlecting Cold weather
items: blankets, sweatshires, hats,

gjoves, scarves, etC.
Collection bins are in the Cloakroom
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY

Presiding Minister Pastor Bob Abrams
Assisting Minister Lynn Belhorn
Reader Kelley Frank
Cantor Emlyn Ott
Organist & Choir Director Kathy Rapp
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent
Usher Ashley Bird
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica
Communion Prep Diane Brobeck, Kathryn Ott, Karen Rider
Producers Tom Mimlitch, Miles Smith
Hospitality Church Pienie

Flowers are given by the Steiner family celebrating Scott’s birthday.
The Noisy Offering will go to Habitat for Humanity MidOhio.

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER AUGUST 23-30

Today 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion
11:15am Special Congregational Meeting
Noon Church Picnic
Tuesday 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and Zoowm Bible Study
Saturday 10:00 am Garden Giveaway

Next Sunday 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion

r
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|
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| Birthdays this week:

: 23 - Scott Steiner

I 25 - LaVerna Reinoehl
| 26 - Brad binau

| 27 - Matthew Bird

1 27 - Jon Disbro

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com
Office hours -9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Redeemer’s mission: To be followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all
Redeemer’s vision: To foster understanding and healing in community
Redeemer’s Values: Inclusion, Compassion, Justice
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