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Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

September 13, 2026 + 10:00 a.m.

Followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all...



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

In Preparation for Worship

e Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship.

e Large-print bulletins and copies of the worship order are available; ask an usher for assistance.

o Services of worship and other events at Redeemer are routinely livestreamed or photographed. If you do
not want your image to be captured on livestreaming or in photographs, please speak to an usher or the leader
of the event so that you can be offered alternative seating in the gathering area or can be excluded from the
photograph.

o Please silence your cell phone.

o Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify
our way of life as followers of Jesus.

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship.

Prelude 'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus, arr. Lloyd Larson
Welcome

Hymn  Creator, We Thank You for All You Have Made
To tune ELW 834, Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

God, thank you for rainfall that ends a long drought,
For cracks in the sidewalk where little weeds sprout,
For birds that build nests in the tops of the trees,
For hot summer days when we feel a cool breeze.

O God, we give thanks for the places we go,

For cool mountain lakes and for trails in the snow,
For each city park and for each county fair,

For gifts of creation we see everywhere.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Please be seated



WE PROCLAIM THE WORD

First Reading Genesis 50:15-21
A reading from the book of Genesis

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the
wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: | beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.”
But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God?
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no
fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Amen.
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Psalm 103:1-13
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year € © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Bless the LorD, | O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless God'’s | holy name.
Bless the LorD, | O my soul,

and forget not ! all God’s benefits—
who forgives ! all your sins

and heals all | your diseases;
who redeems your life | from the grave

and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;
who satisfies your desires | with good things

so that your youth is renewed ! like an eagle’s.
O LoRbD, you provide ! vindication

and justice for all who ! are oppressed.
You made known your | ways to Moses

and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.
LoRD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;
you will not al-  ways accuse us,

nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
You have not dealt with us according ! to our sins,

nor repaid us according to ! our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high a- ! bove the earth,

so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
As far as the east is | from the west,

so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
As a father has compassion ! for his children,

so you have compassion for those who fear ! you, O LORD.



Second Reading Romans 14:1-12
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the early church at Rome

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling
over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God
has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days
to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who
observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the
Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for
the Lord and give thanks to God.

For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment
seat of God. For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Amen.




Please stand in body or spirit
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Matthew 18:21-35
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew Glory to you, O Lord.

Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against
me, how often should | forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning,
one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, and, as he
could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions and payment to be made. So the slave
fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will
pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” Then
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and | will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place.

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! | forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So
my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive
your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated



Sermon Pastor Elizabeth Hoster

Musical Reflection

Sweet Sweet Spirit Akers/Raney
Choir

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,
And | know that it's the Spirit of the Lord.
There are sweet expressions on each face,
And | know they feel the presence of the Lord.

Refrain:
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove.
Stay right here with us, filling us with your love.
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;
Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived,
When we shall leave this place.

There are blessings you cannot receive

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe.

You're the one to profit when you say

You are going to walk with Jesus all the way. Refrain

Apostles’ Creed
We honor and celebrate our oneness with Christians in this time and
throughout time as expressed in these historic words:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Community Prayers
After each petition: “Your mercy is great, O God.” Receive our prayer.

Amen.

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns:

Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs,
Bebe McCoy'’s brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s
sister Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Maddie Sutphin, Becky and
Larry Trover’s son-in-law Brandon James, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Kathie Ehrich,
Dottie and Larry Bird, Sue, Tim, and Lisa Watson, Heidi Carman, Debbie Turner’s friends
Sherrie and Jim Tompkins, Grace and Ken Jones and their son Dan Jones,
Emily Crosley, Bill Boys, Ranel and Neil Hoddinott's sister and brother-in-law Paulie
and Jerry Shaffer, Barbara Hairston, WilFrantz Raymond’s sister Cheslie, Don Luck,
Greg Williams, Kathy and Tom Mimlitch’s daughter Holly Ragland, Linda Williams'’ sister-
in-law Georgeann Neuzil, Karen Rider’s friends Nancy McGinnis and Eileene Welker,
LaVerna Reinoehl, Drusanne Shaulis, Pastor’s niece Olivia and family, Pastor Elizabeth
and family on the death of her brother Mark and the sudden death of her Aunt Mary,
Julianne Johnson’s twin brother Paul, Don Crosley’s mother Wanda, Bob Rapp

For the people of Grace Lutheran Church in Pickerington.

For Redeemer community member Helen Brunston.

Time with the Young People

Sharing the peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
We greet those who are livestreaming with us by waving to the camera in the back of the
sanctuary above the choir loft. Then you are encouraged to greet each other in a way that
expresses the peace and love of Christ.
If you do not wish close contact, offer a sign of blessing to others to let them know you are
more comfortable greeting them from a distance.

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to
share this communion meal.
Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome.

During the Rite of Communion, Prayors and Prayer Assistants will
assemble on the steps of the sanctuary to offer a gentle touch and
blessing. Those who wish to receive this healing in their pews may let an
usher know and the healing team will come to you. Jesus often touched
others—blessing children, washing feet, and healing injuries or disease.
Such an act is a tangible expression of the presence of the healing Christ,
working in and through those who minister in His name.
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In body or spirit, please stand

Offertory You Are Holy
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* May be sung in canon.

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945

Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America,
South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is a joy to give you our thanks and praise, Living God, and to gather
together around this table. This is the table of our Lord on which he sets
his tokens of love and hope and to which he calls all who want to share
his life. So come — whether your faith is strong or weak, whether your
hope shines brightly or is dimmed. Come, ready to receive — for all are
welcome at the feast of love.

We join our voices now in that great song of love and adoration that
creation sings back to you.

I 1 R I
DA I ) | ] | | | ] [r—

" — | i I — — — —
o [ 4 - — J —
Ho-ly, ho -1y, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow-er and might,
9 #u. ! | f— —
(o ——— s e =SS ==
S —°© | m—— 1 =
heav - en andearth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
Q #IJ. I I
D e ————Fr——
p— ——15 —————F—
san - na in  the high - est. Bless -ed 1s he who
n “ 1 pummm——— ! ! ! !
) A I | | [ [ I = I I I I
%ﬁd [ d—‘—f;_J C—— !P—P—dl o —
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

We remember on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it and gave it to his friends and said — “Take, eat: This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this to remember me.”

After supper, he took a cup of wine and gave it to them, saying, “This cup is
the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. As often as you drink this, do so to remember
me.”

We commit ourselves to becoming a people of hope as we pray the prayer
Jesus teaches us:
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

And so, as we do in this place what Christ did in an upstairs room, send
your Holy Spirit on us, and on these gifts of bread and wine, that the
story of hope — of death and rising of new life, and the fruit of your
beloved community — may continue on in us and through us.

Sharing the Meal

Whoever you are, from wherever you come, whatever you believe, you are

welcome and invited to receive. Come! For all things are now ready.
Please be seated

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray,
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on
request, ask Pastor.

13



Hymn Our Father, We Have Wandered
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Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006

Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy, © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Hymn | Come with Joy
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1 I come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chrs - tians far and near find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the 1is - en Christ, un - seen, but ev - er
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’'s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’'s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers mnow  are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please stand in body or spirit

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Generous God, whose story and song are now and always the hope of
the world, we praise you for the stories of creation and incarnation,
redemption and resolution — the unending words of love. We rejoice
in your song of yearning and calling, waiting and welcoming,

gathering and cherishing — the eternal music of hope. Amen.
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Leave-taking Prayer

Council President Ashley Bird: Pastor Elizabeth is leaving our
congregation, having fulfilled the interim ministry needed at this time. We
wish now to bid her farewell and Godspeed.

Council Vice President Lynn Belhorn: Pastor Elizabeth, on March 15,
2026, we engaged you to be our pastor for this interim period in the life
of our congregation. We asked you to proclaim God’s Word, to baptize
new members into the faith of Christ, and to encourage us in our life in
Christ. God has blessed you with the Spirit in fulfilling this interim
ministry, and God has blessed us through you.

Pastor Elizabeth: During this Interim time, we have worked together to
maintain a community rooted in the creating love of God, the
companionship of Christ, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. You have
continued to serve this community and the world with generosity, hard
work, and imagination. You have lived out joy and hope in a world that
needs it, and | know you will continue to do so in the next chapter of your
ministry. God has blessed you with the Spirit of companionship, and God
has blessed me through you.

Let us pray together: Good and gracious God, we thank you for this
community committed to being followers of Jesus, sharing God’s
love with all. We thank you for our time together. Bless us, and
continue to inspire us, as we continue our ministry. Bless Pastor
Elizabeth as she continues hers. May we remain one in mission
through serving your world. As we part, send us all out to be Good
News to all your people, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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WE ARE SENT

Hymn In Thee Is Gladness
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to thee are cleav-ing; naught can us sev - err Al-le - Ilu - ia!

and still shall raise him glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-1le - lu - ia!

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622

Blessing

Announcements
Blessing Backpacks, Briefcases, Efc.

Postlude Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart, arr. Pepper Choplin

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications.
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September 13 - 27 + 11:15 am
Room 2

Come From Away —

The Gospel According to Gander

Blessing of the September 13:
+ Bac HpEI cks Where Were You When the World
+ Brief Cases Stoppcd Turning? - Memories ofgﬂl
+ Tote Bags )

+ Pocketbooks Brad Binau

..whatever you use to carry In-Person and Zoom:
your essentials every day https: /A1 502 web, zoom, us//88328 7962 397 pud=1
During worship on QGBS P HIK Y barml BHY el aMznvu. 1

Sunday September 13 Meeting |D: 883 2873 6233

Fassoode: 250127

Fhone only. 1-205-224-15638

TINORY 299w

Monthly Sunday School for all agess
Sunday, September 13 == 11:15 am

Tuesday Bible Study
1:00pm

In-Person and Zoom:
httpa: s 02web zoom usffBE00E021077 Howd

=MW Y o2 crz 1B 2nvdinelicoFnlch 2 1
Meeting 1D B8O 0802 1077
Paszcode: 338045
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LUTHERAM
v SOCIAL
SERVICES

LSS Food Pantry
Thursday, Septeamber 17

12:30-4:00 pmv

Contact Kathleer Zwanzgiger
to-volunteer

T

Chime Choir

Rehearsals
Saturdays - 10:00 am
September 12 & 26

*

Make a joyful
noise with us!

— ==

_/ Senior Choir \

Beginning September 13
8:45 —9:30 am

Add your ohe
All are welcome to join and I
sing praise to our Creator!

I O § EEaaa § § e § § Eeeees = Y

Rehearsal Sundays I

~ a3
J { sy eOnrsaes o
y .t;G}«'-.f_;,!}!.',

Volunteers still welCcome!
Contact Carol Heacock
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September birthdays:
| - Joanie Engel
5 - Trina Thornton
8 - Julie Boreman
& - Johnobentz Joseph
& - Tom Kent
& - Andrea Steiner
13 - Ashley Bird
14 - Elyce Herring
15 - Kris Kauffman
16 - Michele Disbro
20 - Paula Carson
21 - Jenny Peresta
24 - Adam Darst
24 - Sheryl Ouwens
25 - Don Crosley
26 - Sarah Binau
27 - Becky Fisher
27 - Karen Rider
29 - Jennifer Young

KEY ELECTION DATES
November 9, 2026

Deadline to Register to Vote: 9:00 pm October 3

Check your voter registration status at:
https:/fvoterlookup.ohiosos.gov/voterlookup.aspx

Register to vote or update your registration online at: https://
https:/wr v .ohiosos.pov/elecHons/repister-to-vote

Absentee Voting begins October &

Deadline for mail ballotsto be personally delivered to your
County Board of Elections: November 3, 7:30 pm

Deadline for boards to receive mail-in ballots November 3

Exrly In-Person Voting October 6-November 1. See hours
and full schedule at https:.//
https:/fwr v .ohiosos.gov/elecHons/voting-schedule

EHeetion Day: November 3 (Polls Open 6:30 am - 7:30 pm)

CROP WALK

The CROP Hunger Walk will occur in Columbus on

October 4

The Eedeemer Team web page is here:
hitps://events.crophung erwalk org/chwiteam ‘red eem er-lutheran-church-2

Donations mav be made online or by cash or check made out
to CWS/CROP.
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY

Presiding Minister Elizabeth Hoster, Pastor
Assisting Minister Julianne Johnson
Cantor Linda Williams
Organist & Choir Director Kathy Rapp
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent
Usher Nate Ott
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica
Communion Prep L Belhorn, N Magargal, M Clemence
Producers Michele Disbro, Sue Yehling
Hospitality Thank You Pastor Elizabeth

Flowers are given by the Bird family in celebration of Ashley’s birthday.
The Noisy Offering will go to Lutheran Disaster Response.

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER SEPTEMBER 13 - 20

Today 8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion
11:15am  Sunday School for all ages
11:15am IN-PERSON and Zoom Adult Education

Tuesday 1:00 pm IN-PERSON and Zoowm Bible Study
Wednesday 10:00 am Coffee and Conversation
Thursday 12:30 pm RLC serves at LSS Food Pantry

Next Sunday 8:45am Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship
with Holy Communion
11:15am IN-PERSON and Zoom Adult Education

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com
Office hours -9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Redeemer’s mission: To be followers of Jesus, sharing God’s love with all
Redeemer’s vision: To foster understanding and healing in community
Redeemer’s Values: Inclusion, Compassion, Justice
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